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Taleban forced down plane carrying Tajik leader 

TEHRAN (AP) — Taleban fighter jets forced a V N 
aircraft casing a Tajik rebel leader to land in 
Afghanistan on Saturday, Tehran Radio reported. The 
plane was Hying from the Iranian city of Mashhad to 
northern Afghanistan when it was intercepted bv Tale- 
ban fighters and forced to land at a Taleban-eomrolled 
air base, the broadcast said. The aircraft was carrying 
the head of the Islamic opposition fighiin* the 
Moscow-backed Tajik government. Sved Abdullah 
Nun, eight other Tajiks and several Iranians, the radio 
said. There was no information on the fate of the pas- 
sengers, the radio said. Mr. Nuri was expected to meet 
with Tajik President EmomaJi Rakhmonov on Mon- 
day for talks on the latest rebel offensive. The United 
Nations has 44 military observers in Tajikistan and is 
trying to mediate an end to the conflict. The Taleban 
control about tv.o-thirds of Afghanistan. 
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House to begin work on draft laws 

AMMAN ( Petra j — The Lower House of Parliament 
will hold a session on Wednesday to review draft 
laws on banking and taxation. The Finance Commit- 
tee of the House Saiurday held its first meeting 
under the chairmanship of Speaker Sa'd Hayel Srour 
and attended by acting Prime Minister and Minister 
of Higher Education Abdullah Ensour, Minister of 
Public Works and Housing Abdul Hadi Majali. Minis- 
ter of Trade and Industry Ali Abu! Ragheb, Minister 
of Finance Marwan Aw ad. Minister of Parliamentary 
Affairs Mohammad Dweib. Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the Environment Abdul Ruz- 
zaq Tubeishat. The committee will convene also on 
Monday under the chairmanship of Deputy Abed 
Musa Nahar to discuss the 1997 draft budeet. 
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King and Sheikh Zayed stress 
peace process should advance 
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ABU DHABI i Agencies ) 
— His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
A1 Nahayan on Saturday 
reaffimicd that the Middle 
East peace process should 
proceed on die basis of 
’agreements ' reached 
between the .Arabs and 
Israel. 

The two leaders also 
underlined the need for this 
process to be comprehen- 
sive and lasting, the Jor- 
dan News Agency Petra, 
reported. 

Petra said King Hussein 
reviewed with the UAE 
president pan-Arab affairs 
and underlined the need for 
ending Arab differences 
among countries and 
reestablishing Arab soli- 
darity. 

it said they also reviewed 
issues of common concern 
and ways for promoting 
Jordanian- UAE ties in vari- 
ous fields. 


King Hussein, who 
arrived in the UAE at the 
head of an official delega- 
tion on his first trip to the 
country since 1990. congrat- 
ulated Sheikh Zayed on the 
success of a recent surgical 
operation, and also on the 
country’s national day 
anniversary and Sheikh 
Zayed 's 30 years of rule. 

The talks were attended 
by the Jordanian delegation 
accompanying King Hus- 
sein on the visit, including 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Princes Abdullah and 
Hamzeh, Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabarili, 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh, the King's 
advisor on tribal affairs 
Hameidi A1 Fayez, Minister 
of Justice Abdul Karim 
Dughmi. Minister of Youth 
Mohammad Daoudieh and 
Nabil TaJhouni, Jordan's 
ambassador to the UAE. 

The UAE delegation to 
the talks included senior 
government officials and 


high ranking army officers. 

Sheikh Zayed, the 79- 
year-old UAE president, 
met the King at the airport 
although he is still recuper- 
ating from neck surgery 
that has forced him to miss 
a Gulf Arab summit in 
Qatar for the first time. 

The King, w ho will hold 
further meetings with 
Sheikh Zayed on Sunday, 
was accorded an official 
welcome ceremony upon 
arrival in Abu Dhabi. 

Upon his departure from 
Amman Saturday His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad was sworn in 
as Regent before the Coun- 
cil of Ministers. 

King Hussein last visited 
the UAE six months before 
Iraqi troops invaded 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990. 
They occupied the emirate 
for seven months before 
they were ejected by a 
U.S.-dominated multi- 
national coalition. 

King Hussein came to 


Abu Dhabi as Gulf Arab 
leaders opened their annu- 
al summit in Doha and a 
day after he met Iraqi For- 
eign Minister Mohammad 
A1 Sahuf, whose country is 
about to resume oil exports. 

In a policy turnaround 
over the past two weeks, 
the UAE called for remov- 
ing the six-year economic 
embargo on Baghdad and 
appealed to .Arab stales to 
break the sanctions and 
restore relations with Iraq." 

“1 believe Iraq will be one 
of the issues to be discussed 
by King Hussein in the 
UAE," said a diplomat. 

Diplomatic sources said 
the King's trip to the UAE 
meant their ties were back 
to normal. 

‘‘The reception of the 
King by Sheikh Zayed 
despite his illness showed 
the UAE wanted to tell him 
he is most welcome here," 
one source said. 
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Ensour meets 
Syrian minister 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Acting 
Prime Minister, Minister of 
Higher Education and act- 
ing Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ensour Saturday 
received Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa, 
who was on his way to the 
Indonesian capital Jakarta 
to take part in the meetings 
of foreign ministers of the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference. Mr. Ensour 
and Mr. Sharaa discussed 
bilateral relations, issues of 
common interest particular- 
ly the peace process in the 
Middle East. Mr. Sharaa 
expressed appreciation for 
the warm welcome he 
received in Jordan. 

French general leaves 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
chairman of the joint 
chiefs-of-staff of France, 
Lieutenant General Jean 
Philip, left Amman Satur- 
day after a three-day offi- 
cial visit to the Kingdom 

Pakistani team arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Pakistani delegation repre- 
senting the Public Adminis- 
tration Institute in 
Peshawar arrived in 
Amman Saturday on a five- 
day official visit to the 
Kingdom during which 
they will meet w ith Minis- 
ter of Administrative 
Development Kama! Nass- 
er, the director general of 
the Public Administration 
Institute of Jordan and 
other Jordanian officials. 

EU envoy 
arrives in Egypt 

'CAIRO (APj — The Euro- 
pean Union’s (EU) envoy 
to the Middle East arrived 
in Cairo on Saturday to dis- 
cuss stalled Antb-Israeli 
peace talks with Egyptian 
leaders. Miguel Moratinos 
said the peace process 
needs encouragement from 
ihe United States and the 
EU. The EU’s principle role 
is to convince Israel to 
adhere to the agreements it 
signed with the Palestini- 
ans, Mr. Moratinos told 
reporters. Mr. Moratinos 
was named special envoy in 
October as part of a Euro- 
pean bid to be more active 
in Israel i-Arab peace nego- 
tiations (see page 12). 


GCC opens summit without Bahrain; 
focus is on peace talks, Iran and Iraq 


DOHA (Agencies) — 
Bahrain, embroiled in a terri- 
torial dispute with Qatar, 
staged an unprecedented 
boycott of the annual sum- 
mit of Gulf Arab states which 
opened in the Qatari capital 
Saturday. 

While leaders from 

Kuwait. Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) took their 
seats at the conference table. 
Bahrain’s chair remained 
empty. 

Qatar’s Emir Sheikh 

Hamad Ben Khalifa A1 Thani 
said in an opening speech at 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) summit that he 
felt “strong regrets about 
Bahrain’s absence" despite 
last-ditch mediation to pre- 
vent a boycott. 

The emir of Bahrain, 
Sheikh Issa Ben Salman Al 
Khal i fa. said he would boy- 
cott the summit to protest 
Qatar's handling of their 
dispute over the Hawar 
islands in the Gulf. 

It was the first boycott of a 
summit since the GCC w»as 
formed in 1981 amid fears 
that Iran’s Shiite Muslim 
revolution might spread 
and Bahrain's move stirred 
new fears that “foreign 
forces" could exploit Gulf 
divisions. 


The emir of Qatar also 
regretted the absence of 
Saudi Arabia's King Fahd. 
75. and UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan, 79. who were 
absent for health reasons. 

Crown Prince Abdullah 
Ben Abdul Aziz stood in for 
the second year running for 
King Fahd, who suffered a 
stroke last year, while the 
UAE Vice-President Sheikh 
Maktoum Ben Rashid Al 
Maktoum replaced Sheikh 
Zayed who underwent a neck 
operation recently. 

The only heads of state 
attending were Sheikh 

Hamad of Qatar, Sultan 

Qaboos of Oman, Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah of 
Kuwait. 

The Gulf leaders planned 
to discuss cooperation in 
military, security, political 
and economic affairs as well 
as how to deal with Iraq 
and the Arab-lsraeli peace 
process. 

Crown Prince Abdullah 
said on arrival in Doha that 
he regretted the “aggression 
against our Palestinian broth- 
ers on the beloved land of 
Palestine." 

“Does this world not see 
that peace is not achieved by 
force and seizure of legiti- 
mate rghts?" he said. 


He said the Middle East 
peace process had been dealt 
repeated blows. “Only God 
knows the extent of the dan- 
gers" which would follow 
the collapse of the process, 
he said. 

Sheikh Hamad told the 
summit the GCC was urging 
Israel to respect agreements 
reached with the arabs in 
order to reach a just and 
durable peace. 

It was "necessary to 
respect accords concluded 
under the peace process and 
achieve progress on all 
tracks, especially the Syrian 
and Lebanese ones," Sheikh 
Hamad said. 

Qatar and Oman, which are 
the only GCC states to have 
begun trade ties with Israel, 
recently froze steps towards 
normalisation with the Jew- 
ish state in protest at the 
hardline policies of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Sheikh Hamad said the 
GCC slates “are working to 
promote Gulf security and 
stability on the basis of the 
principles of good neigh- 
bourly relations, respect for 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of each country, 
non-interference in their 
internal affairs and respect 
for international law." 


Muasher visit to Israel not finalised yet 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Information Marwan 
Muasher said Saturday 
final arrangements were not 
complete for a visit he is 
expected to pay lo Israel to 
explain Jordanian position 
towards the peace process 
and the need to advance it 
on all tracks. 

Dr. Muasher. who was 
speakine in a press confer- 
ence alter a regular Cabi- 
net session chaired by act- 
ing Prime Minister and 
Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion Abdullah Ensour, was 
commenting on a report 
that he was scheduled to 
visit Israel on Tuesday for 
talks with Israeli leaders 
on the stalled Arab- Israeli 
peace process. 

Dr. Muasher. a former 
ambassador to Israel, will 
be taking messages from 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Kanm 
Kabariti to Israeli Premier 


Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy, the report said. 

Jordan, which signed a 
peace treaty with Israel in 
October 1994. has repeat- 
edly called on the Israeli 
government to honour its 
commitments under ihe 
peace accords, particularly 
the long-delayed troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank town of Hebron, due 
to have taken place in 
March. 

In an interview with the 
Israeli newspaper Maori v 
last Sunday. Mr. Kabariri 
expressed frustration with 
Mr. Netanyahu and accused 
him of saying one thing 
and doing another. 

Dr. Muasher also said 
Saturday that Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Al 
Sahaf’s visit to Jordan on 
Friday and his talks here 
had shown clearly that 
Baghdad was truly willing 


to implement U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

Dr. Muasher added that 
Jordan supports Iraq us well 
as the Iraqi people and 
calls for lifting die sanc- 
tions on the country. 

He said: "We also dis- 
cussed with the Iraqi minis- 
ter the murder of Jordanian 
driver in Iraq and that Jor- 
dan should be informed of 
any further development in 
litis case." 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Prime Minister 
Kabarili held talks with Mr. 
Sahuf in Amman on Friday. 
The Iraqi minister was on 
his way lu Jakarta, Indone- 
sia. to attend a meeting of 
the foreign ministers of the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference. 

Iraqi Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mchdi Saleh is 
due in Amman on Sunday 

(Continued on page 12) 



His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad is sworn in as Regent before His Majesty 
King Hussein's departure for the United Arab Emirates on Saturday (Petra photo) 

Huge haul of cigarettes and 
weapons seized near border 


AMMAN i Petra) — The 
badia and border police 
forces on Saturday 
announced the arrest of an 
unspecified number of 
smugglers and drug traf- 
fickers who crossed into 
Jordanian territory from a 
neighbouring Arab state. 
Cigarettes, firearms, mili- 
tary' equipment and spare 
parts of bulldozers were 
seized from the smugglers. 

Brigadier Thaher Al 
Fawaz. the forces’ com- 
mander. said that his men 
had been tipped about the 


smuggling attempt which 
involved several vehicles . 

“The smugglers opened 
fire on (he badia and border 
forces who returned the 
fire and eventually arrested 
the suspects, but no injuries 
were reported." said Brig 
Fawaz. 

Sueized in the operation 
were 3.333 cartons of ciga- 
rettes of different brands, 
weapons, ammunition and 
rockets as well as ladies 
handbags and spare parts of 
bulldozers. 

On Thursday customs 


officers at the Ramiha post 
on the border with Syria 
reported the seizure of 33 
kilogrammes of hashish 
found hidden inside a Jor- 
danian truck. 

Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) Director 
Nasouh Muhieddin said 
thanks to close cooperation 
between the customs 
department and his forces 
five smuggling and drug 
trafficking attempts were 
aborted recently near Jor- 
dan's borders with Arab 
countries. 


King 
receives 
good wishes 
on Israa 
Wal Miraj 

AMMAN (Petra/ — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Saturday sent 
His Majesty King Hussein a 
cable of good wishes on the 
eve of the Al Israa Wal 
Miraj on Sunday. 

The prime minister 
recalled that the King has 
been keen on providing pro- 
tection to the holy places in 
Jerusalem where the 
Prophet Mohammad made 
his nocturnal journey to 
heaven. 

"The feast is a holy occa- 
sion and a reminder of your 
keenness on protecting the 
Dome of the Rock and Al 
Aqsa Mosque. both of 
which are being restored 
and refurbished through 
generous Hashemite dona- 
tions." said the prime minis- 
ter. The holy occasion is 
observed throughout the 
Kingdom by religious cele- 
brations. The government 
had announced Sunday a 
public holiday. 

The Royal Court 
announced Saturday that it 
has received cables of good 
wishes addressed to the 
King from leaders of vari- 
ous public and private 
organisations, the business 
community, heads of tribes 
and municipal councils, 
trade unions and members 
of the public. 


Cabinet 
approves 
recommendations 
for amensty 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Council of Ministers on 
Saturday endorsed a list 
of . prisoners to be 
released under an 
amnesty granted by His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher said. 

Speaking to reporters 
after a regular Cabinet 
session. Or. Muasher said 
the list along with recom- 
mendations prepared by 
a technical committee 
would be presented to the 
King for his approval. 

The amnesty covers all 
prisoners except those 
who were convicted of 
with espionage, drug- 
trafficking, embezzle- 
ment, briber}', traffic 
fines, robber}', rape and 
kidnapping. 


Amman hosts exhibition of equipment 
and light weapons for special forces 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Sniff Reporter 

AMMAN — Seventy com- 
panies from 20 countries 
are taking part in a iwo-dav 
exhibition in Amman this 
week of sophisticated 
equipment and light 
weapons that are used by 
special forces and law 
enforcement agencies. 

The exhibition, organised 
by the U.K.-based Contin- 
gency and Operational Pro- 
curement Exhibition 

(COPEX) under the aegis 
of the Jordanian Special 
Forces commanded by His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah, opens on Mon- 
day at the Amman 
International Motor Show 
hall on the way to Queen 
Alia International Airport. 

The exhibition, the first of 
its kind not only in Jordan 
but also in the Middle East, 


will feature surveillance 
equipment to suit most situ- 
ations. rough terrain vehi- 
cles and light weapons for 
use by military, police, cus- 
toms and border guards, 
said Julian WinkJey, a 
COPEX spokesman. 

Also on display will be 
civil defence and mine- 
clearing equipment and 
advanced communication 
devices as well as weapons 
that help law enforcement 
officers deal with hostage 
situations and undertake 
ami-terrorist operations. 

The Jordanian. Special 
Forces will take part by 
displaying specially-built 
vehicles for the first time in 
such an exhibition. Details 
of the Jordanian presenta- 
tion are expected to be 
unveiled on Monday. 

Admission will be 
restricted to government 
representatives and person- 


nel from law enforcement 
agencies and customs offi- 
cials and border guards as 
well as those who "can pro- 
vide evidence of their pro- 
fessional interest in the type 
of equipment on display." 
said a press release by the 
otganisers. 

Exhibitors include manu- 
facturers from ihe U.K., 
Germany, the U.S.. Den- 
mark, Greece, France. 
South Africa. Spain. Aus- 
tralia, Israel, Italy. Qatar 
and the United .Arab Emi- 
rates, said Mr. Winkley. 

Mr. Winkley said the Jor- 
danian Special Forces were 
.closely involved in the 
organisation of the event 
and would get the net pro- 
ceeds (from rentals of space 
for exhibitors) for its own 
use. 

An initial payment of 
(Continued on page 12) 


Arafat and Mubarak 
discuss peace process 


CAIRO lAFP) — Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arutai held 
talks here Saturday with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on the stalled Mid- 
dle East peace process, offi- 
cials said. 

The meeting took place at 
Mr. Mubarak's private resi- 
dence in Cairo under a media 
black-out and Mr. Arafat 
made no public comment, 
said a spokesman for ihe 
president's office. 

Palestinian Information 
Minister Yasser Abed Rabbo 
and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) number 
two Mahmoud Abbas were 
also present during the meet- 
ing, the spokesman added. 

Mr. Arafat w as due to dis- 
cuss with Mr. Mubarak “the 
results of two meetings on 
Monday and Tuesday in Lis- 
bon between die Egyptian 
foreign minister and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu," he said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 


Amr Musa described his 
meetings with Mr. 
Netanyahu as “fruitful." but 
on Friday played down 
reports of a possible Arafat- 
Netanyahu summit in Cairo 
over the weekend, saying 
such a meeting had not been 
"decided upon or prepared 
for.” 

Meanwhile, Mr. Arafat 
warned in an interview pub- 
lished Saturday that there is u 
strong possibility of military 
conflict between Israel and 
its Arab neighbour;, particu- 
larly Syria. 

Asked by the Arabic-new s- 
paperAl Hayat whether there 
was a likelihood of war. Mr. 
Arafat replied: “Certomly." 

"There is a concentration 
of \ Israeli i troops on the Syr- 
ian from estimated at three 
divisions with another divi- 
sion on the Lebanese front, 
another in Gaza and one 
more division besieging our 
towns on the West Bank.’’ he 
said. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

ARAB BANK 

Presents sincere congratulations 
and best wishes to 
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May God grant your Majesty 
IF and the Arab and Islamic nations 
further prosperity and success 
in the years to come. 
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Syria tells Europe 
Israel should respect 


Golan undertaking 


DAMASCUS tR) — Syria 
has raid the European 
Union’s (EU) Middle East 
envoy it wants to resume 
peace talks with Israel but 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu should honour 
the outcome of talks held 
with his predecessor, offi- 
cials said on Saturday. 

They said Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk A1 Sharaa told 
Miguel Angel Moratinos 
during talks in Damascus 
on Friday night Syria was 
keen to reach a just and 
comprehensive peace with 
Israel on the basis of U.N. 
resolutions and the land- 
for-peace principle. 

“The minister affirmed 
that talks should resume 
from the point where they 
ended with the previous 
Israeli government." one 
official said. 

Israel's new prime minis- 
ter angered Arabs by reject- 
ing the land-for-peace for- 
mula which was the basis 
of the U.S. -brokered peace 
talks. 

Syria said the former 
Labour-led government 
which was defeated by Mr. 
Netanyahu in May elec- 
tions had agreed to with- 
draw fully from the Golan 
Heights, seized by Israel in 
1967. Israel denied that. 

Syria has held sporadic 
peace talks with Israel 
since 1991 but the negotia- 
tions were stalled over the 
fate of the Golan. The for- 
mer Israeli government 
said publicly it was ready 
for territorial concessions 
in the Golan in return for 
full peace. 


No talks were held 
between Syria and Israel 
since Mr. Netanyahu took 
office in June. Israel’s pre- 
vious government broke off 
the negotiations in March 
following a wave of sui- 
cide bombings in which 59 
people were killed in Israel. 

Mr. Moratinos. Spain’s 
ambassador to Israel, left 
Damascus on Saturday 
after a short visit to Syria. 
He had talks with Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
and Israeli officials before 
coming to Syria. 

The EU appointed Mr. 
Moratinos in Ocrober to 
rescue the faltering Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations. 

The envoy told Reuters in 
Damascus on Friday that 
Israel wanted to resume 
talks with Damascus as 
soon as possible. 

Last week in Spain Mr. 
Netanyahu was vague on 
the possibility of territorial 
compromise with Syria 
over the Golan Heights. 

“I have not ruled out a 
territorial discussion.” Mr. 
Netanyahu told reporters in 
Madrid. 

But Syria's official media 
resumed its attacks on Mr. 
Netanyahu on Saturday and 
urged Arabs to sever des 
with his government. 

Ameed Khouli of the offi- 
cial daily AJ Thawra said 
Mr. Netanyahu was driving 
the region to the verge of 
war because of what he 
called the Israeli premier’s 
extreme policies. 














Israeli policemen cany a Jewish settler to a waiting police van after he was arrested in 
a disturbance at the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron Friday night (Reuters photo) 


2 settlers held for vandalism at Ibrahimi Mosque 


HEBRON (AFP) — Jewish settlers in the 
flashpoint West Bank town of Hebron 
clashed with police after two of their mem- 
bers were arrested for trying to pull down a 
Muslim sign at a holy site, police said Sat- 
urday. 

Dozens of settlers clashed with police late 
Friday after the arrest of Noam Amon. 
spokesman for the city’s 400-strong set- 
tlers, and an accomplice, police said. 

The pair were caught trying to tear down 
a sign inside Ibrahimi Mosque, a pilgrim- 
age site for both Jews and Muslims, which 


had been put up by Waqf — the organisa- 
tion that manages Muslim holy sites. 

Calm returned to Hebron on Saturday, but 
heavy security reinforcements were drafted 
onto the streets of the city where the settler 
community is surrounded by a Palestinian 
population of 120.000. an army spokesman 
said. 

Tension in Hebron is at fever pitch as 
Israel prepares to withdraw its troops from 
85 per cent of the city and hand it over to 
Palestinian municipal control in line with 
1995 Oslo accords. 


Erbakan signs $600m Israel deal 


Hamas says it is ready 
to relaunch campaign 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Hardline Palestinian 
jifbup Hamas- vowed on 
Saturday to revive its 
campaign with greater 
force after being hard hit 
by joint . Paiestinian- 
Israeli security efforts. 

'The Hamas movement 
has suffered greatly, par- 
ticularly during the first 
half of the year ... because 
of the cooperation 
between ( Palestinian 
leader Yasser) Arafat’s 
security services and 
those of the Zionists aim- 
ing to arrest and monitor 
militant Palestinians,” 
spokesman Samir Ghoshe 
said. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) is 
fighting a violent cam- 
paign against the autono- 
my accords signed by 
Israel and the 

Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

In late February and 
early March the group 


was responsible for three 
of the four suicide bomb- 
ings in Israel that left a 
total of 58 people dead, 
including the bombers. 

In a statement received 
here marking the ninth 
anniversary of the intifa- 
da. Mr. ghoshe said 
Hamas had “overcome 
this difficult stage despite 
continued arrests and pur- 
suits (of its militants) 
inside and outside” Pales- 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmetlin Erbakan has 
signed a $600 million 
agreement with Israel for 
the modernisation of Turk- 
ish F-4 fighter-bombers, the 
state-run Anatolian news 
agency reported on Friday. 

Mr. Erbakan, who report- 
edly signed the accond on 
Thursday, had pledged to 
scrap an earlier military 
cooperation..-, agreement 
between Turkey and Israel 
before taking office in June. 
He has not since acted on 
the pledge. 

Turkish President Suley- 
man Demirel approved the 
deal on Friday, the presi- 
dent’s office said in a state- 
ment. 


Turkish officials were not 
available to comment on 
the signing of the latest 
accord, which was wel- 
comed by Israel's embassy 
in Ankara. 

“We feel very pleased that 
the project in question has 
been signed by Prime Min- 
ister Erbakan after a long 
period of talks," an 
embassy spokesman was 
quoted as telling Anatolian. ■ 

“We “want the project to 
be put into effect as soon as 
possible.” the spokesman 
said. 

The five-year modernisa- 
tion project covers 54 U.S.- 
made F-4 planes and will 
be financed with Israeli 
credit. 

Twenty-six of the Turkish 


air force planes will be 
modernised in Israel and 28 
in the western Turkish town 
of Eskisehir. 

Israeli commercial banks 
approved the S 600 million 
credit package by Israel 
Aircraft Industries (IAI) in 
October. 

The five-year deal will 
involve the installation of 
advanced avionic, systems 
including, radar and. elec- 
tronic warfare and naviga- 
tion systems. «« 

Israeli officials said last 
weekend that they had 
renewed the military coop- 
eration agreement with 
Turkey, which had drawn 
the ire of Syria, Iran and 
Islamists. 


Egyptian, British police discuss militants 


union territories. 

‘The movement is reor- 
ganising internally and 
renewing external rela- 
tions in order to revive its 
struggle with greater 
force and strength." he 
added, while calling for 
“resistance and jihad 
(holy waff against Israel. 

In the wake of the sui- 
cide bombings. Palestin- 
ian police launched 
a crackdown in march 
acainst militants. 


CAIRO (AFP) — A grcuip of Egyptian 
police on Saturday wound up a six-day 
visit to London aimed at coordinating the 
fight against armed militants, the govern- 
ment daily A! Ahram reported. 

During the trip, the Egyptian officers 
gave British anti-terrorist police “impor- 
tant information on (Egyptian) terrorists 
living in London, both those convicted of 
carrying out attacks in Egypt or abroad and 
those who are beinu hunted." said the 


paper. 

AI Ahram said the suspects belonged to 
the two main aimed militant groups in 
Egypt, the Gamaa Islamiyah and Jihad, as 
well as the unarmed Muslim Brotherhood. 

Egypt maintains that senior Jihad and 


Gamaa figures have been living in Lon- 
don since the early 1990s. including Jihad 
leader Tawfik Serri who was sentenced 
to death in absentia in 1994 for the failed 
assassination attempt on former Prime 
Minister Atef Sedki in 1993. 

Cairo also says the muslim Brotherhood’s 
Western Europe office is based in London. 

The Egyptian press has been fiercely crit- 
ical of the British government for 
allegedly allowing Egyptian militants to 
stay in Britain. 

Al Ahram said Egyptian police had visit- 
ed London on several occasions in recent 
months, and that this week’s visit had 
stemmed from an official invitation. 


ri. 


Tfirdan Times, Sunday December 8,^ || | 


Unrest-hit Iranian town remains 


tense; deaths and arrests re 


BAKHTARAN, Iran (AP) 
— Armed riot police Sat- 
urday patrolled the streets 
of a troubled neighbour- 
hood in this western city, 
where fatal clashes erupted 
earlier this week over the 
death of a Sunni religious 
leader. 

Shops were dosed and 
residents stayed indoors, 
bringing an eerie calm to 
the Javanshir district. 
Dozens of helmeted riot 
guards with machineguns 
stood watch on every street 
comer. 

But other parts of this city 
of 700,000 were calm, with 
life ■ going on as normal. 
Bakhtaran is 450 kilome- 
tres southwest of the Iran- 
ian capital, Tehran. 

Residents were hesitant 
to talk about the unrest that 
erupted Wednesday. Most 
people had vague reports 
about the trouble, and did 
not have details. 


One taxi driver said that 
two protesters and a police- 
man had been killed at a 

funeral for Mullah Moham- 
mad Rabii. who allegedly 
died under mysterious cir- 
cumstances. He said he had 
not witnessed the killings, 
but had heard the news 
from others who had. 

Violence erupted after 
mourners at the funeral 
accused the government of 
assassinating Rabii, a 
Sunni Muslim prayer 
leader. Officials said the 
64-year-old Rabii bad died 
of a heart attack, and that 
his body was found beside 
his car. 

The dead security officer, 
a colonel, was to be buried 
Saturday, city- residents 
said. 

Iran's main exile opposi- 
tion group, the Iraq-based 
Mujahedeen-e- KhaJq, 
reported dozens of protest- 
ers killed and hundreds 


wounded in cities 
province. 

It said nine people bad 
been killed and 60 wot^f 
ed in the rioting in thebity 
of Bakhtaran, capital of the 
province of the same nanje. 

Another exile opposifidi) 7 
<rroup. the Kurdish Denwc^_ 
ratic Party of Iran, reported: 
violence in several othefj; 
cities in the province. •; -T 

The opposition reports- 
could not be independently 
confirmed. " y 

The official Tehran Radig 
said Thursday that several ' 
people were arrested after 
unrest during a funeral for 
Rabii, but it gave no reports • 
of people killed. 

Rabii was a leader of the 
mainstream Sunni Muslim , 
sect, a minority in Iran • 
which is predominantly 
Shiite Muslim. He also 
worked for the state-mn 
radio and television net- 
work. 


Arafat: Kuwait failed to agree to 
improve ties despite repeated efforts 


CAIRO (AFP) — Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat expressed frustration in an 
interview published on Saturday over 
Kuwait's refusal to agree to improve rela- 
tions with the Palestinians. 

“Unfortunately," Mr. Arafat said in an 
interview with the Arabic-language news- 
paper Al Hayat. Kuwait had failed to agree 
to improved des “despite numerous efforts 
on my part.” 

Kuwait accused the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO) of backing Iraq during 
the 1990-91 Gulf conflict. Many Palestini- 
ans in the emirate were also accused of col- 
laborating with the Iraqi invaders and sub- 
sequently deported. 

Mr. Arafat has denied the Kuwairi 
charges of backing Iraq’s August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait and said he had called 
for an Iraqi withdrawal from the emirate 
shortly after the occupation. 

He told Al Hayat that he had also helped 
secure the release of 33 Kuwaiti prisoners 


of war held by Iraq after the war and sought 
information on the fate of other missing 
Kuwaitis. 

“The Iraqis, however, say they were only 
holding these 33 people." he said. 

Asked about a Kuwaiti demand that he 
apologise for supporting the Iraqi invasion 
before relations can be restored, Mr. Arafat 
“challenged" the Kuwairi authorities to 
prove the charge. 

Mr. Arafat added that he found it ironic 
that he was being asked to apologise when 
Palestinians living in Kuwait were humili- 
ated and 440,000 Palestinians ordered to 
the leave the country following liberation. 

Mr. Arafat also said he favoured the elec- 
tion of a vice-president bur did not say 
when such a post would be created. 

“If something happens to rae, the PLO 
would immediately nominate an interim 
president until someone else is elected,” he 
'said. 


Qatar ’s emir to bring home deposed father' ' 


DUBAI (AP) — Qatar's 
ruler wonts to bring back 
home his exiled father, 
whom he deposed in a 
coup last year, the Lon- 
don-based Al Hayat news- 
paper said Saturday. 

Sheik Hamad Ben Khali- 
fa Al Thani will visit his 
exiled father Sheik Khalifa 
Ben Hamad Al Thani in 
France this week and the 
two men are expected to 
return home together, the 
Arabic-language daily 
quoted unidentified offi- 
cial sources as saying in 
Qatar. 

Sheikh Hamad will trav- 
el to meet his father after a 
three-day summit of Gulf 
Arab countries which 
opens in Qatar on Satur- 
day, the Saudi-owned 
newspaper said. 

No official word on the 
report was immediately 
available from Qatar and 
Sheikh Khalifa, the ousted 



Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 


ruler, has yet to make any 
comment on the present 
state of relations with his 


son. 

Last week. Sheikh 
Hamad told the official 
Qatari News Agency that 
relations with his father 
were good. “My father and 
l now have a good rela- 
tionship and we've spoken 


a rititoiber of times ... and I 
hope to visit him after the 
summit,” he said. 

Beside the June 1995 
palace coup, relations 
between father and son 
have been strained over 
billions of dollars in miss- 
ing state funds. A settle- 
ment on the issue was 
reached in October. 

Earlier this year, Qatari 
authorities said they had 
foiled a coup attempt 
backed by the ousted emir 
to return to power. 

Government officials in 
Qatar say the former emir 
is welcome to return 
home, but only as die' 
“father” of all Qataris, 

Sheikh Hamad seized 
power while his father 
was vacationing in 
Europe. Qatar, with about 
200,000 citizens, sits on 
top of the world’s third- 
largest reserves of natural 
gas. 
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I PROGRAMME TWO 

] 14:05 Fievd’s American Tails 

1 14:30 You Bet Your Life 

1 15:00 Cajou 

! 15:30 Week-Ends Speciaux 

1 16:00 - Doc. — Warld Echo 

; 16:30 ..The Famous Five [Drama) 

j 17:00 News Flash 

, 17:02 Doc. — Our World. Their 
; World 

j 17:15 .....Doc. — All the Children 
1 18:00 ...Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 

1 19:00 Le Journal 

i 19:15 Magazine — Sports Et 
J Musique 

! 19:30 News Headlines 

19i35 ......Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 

20H)0 Auto-Classics 

20:30 .The Album Show 

21:10 ....Doc. — Hold Lip the Sun 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Drama — Cover 

23:15 Miami Wee 

23:59 Yes, Minister 


I 04*36 Fajr 

j 06:18 .(Sunrise) Duha 

1 11:27 - Dhuhr 

j 14:13. ‘Asr 

1 16:36 Maghreb 

' 17:38 'isha 


St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Ann uni cation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661 757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S II 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


northerly moderate and seas calm. 
MjnJMax. temp. 

Amman ...09/16 

Aqaba 12/22 

Deserts 07/18 

Jordan Valley — 14/28 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 22 Humidity 
readings: Amman 70 per cent. 
Aqaba 50 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT PUTT 7 


St. Maty of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh-Tel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. • 


Bulletin supplied fa the Depart- 

menJ nf Meiearvlngy 
Under the effect of unstable wet 
air mass, skies will be cloudy to 
partly cloudy with a chance for 
thunder rain and winds easterly to 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
skies will be partly cloudy with a 
chance for showers and winds 


AMMAN; 

Dr. Bah jet Bader S32642 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 830432 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddumi 893542 

Dr. Yahva Abdul Rahim 756072 

Ftras pharmacy 66191 2 

Fertiows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascrrn pharmacy' .........637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

.Al SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shnwisiini pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


Food Control Centre 637! 1 1 

CnilDdbiceDepinniCTA — 66U11 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
ccncy 199 

Rescue Poke 192. 62111). 637777 

Fire Brigade 617I0J 

Blood Bank 775121 

Hithwav Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints .....60580U 

Price Complaints 661176 

War &. Sewage Compkirts -JBP7467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

’ 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs™ 661101 

Jordan Television .7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority .... .......680100 

J. Electricity Authority 8 156 1 5 

Electric Power Co 6363551 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inil. Aiiport 08-53200 


Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmei.sani 60707 1 

Shmcisani Hospital ..........669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajnren ....777 101/3 

Al-Bashir. 7751 11/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Antal Hospital -.674155 

The Arab Centre Tor Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqu Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

.(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBED: 

Princcss Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


This information is supplied hy 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) information 
department at the Qticcti Alia 
International Airport TeL 
108153200-5, where it should 
alw<tys be verified. Information ivi 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 08 <52700) 


20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:30 Cairo (MS) 

23:10 .. Istanbul (TK) 

23:50 — London, Beirut (BA) 

01:25 ....Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 


16:35 Moscow (SU) . 

21:25 Cairo (MS) / 

Royal Wing (RW) Flights 
09:50 Aqaba fKWi ('departing 
from Marka Airport) 

20:30 Aqaba <RW)/ 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


ARRIVALS 


..(02)272275 


IRBfD: 

Dr, GhaziTa'amneh 250081) 

Al Quds pharmacy t — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. WalidNabhan 995743 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9854)7 


Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

103)314111 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Lamaca t'RJj 

09:15 Dbahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:50 Dubai. Abu Dubai (RJ) 

09:55 Jeddah. Aqaba (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

1° : 15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

17:45 London (RJ) 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

•8:40 Frankfurt (RJ! 

19:30 .Tunis (RJ) 

Vienna (RJ) 

1® : 40 RomefRjj 

00:10 .Cairo (RJ) 

02:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

^■'45 .Sanaa (add) (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


Dep. Amman — 8JX) am every Monday -j/ 
An. Damascus — 5D) pan. every Monty 
Dtp. IXmascus — 7:30 am. every Sunday 1 : 
ffiAnm on — —5iX) pm evav Sunday ; 


0° : 2© — Beirut (RJ) 

08:40 — Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:00 .Tunis (RJ) 

11: °5 Vienna (RJ) 

11:15 ... Rome (RJj 

11:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

13:15 London (RJi 

*2:20 -....Athens (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:30 — New Delhi (Rj) 

20:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:30 — Sanaa (add) (Rj) 

-Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

J 211 ? Singapore (add) (RJ) 

22:4a Bangkok (RJ) 

..Sanaa (RJ) 

“ 3:00 Jakarta (RJ) 


Upper/lower price in Jils per kg. 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medici) Centre — B13R1 3/32 

Kholidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. 642441/2 

Jaba) Amman Maternity ...642362 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Flights 
06:20 


Other Rights 


12:40 

15:20 

15:30 


.Tel Aviv (LY) 

Bahrain (GF) 

Moscow (SU) 

Dubai (EK) 


06:30 London fKJ) 

Beirut (ME) 

°l :i5 Tel Aviv (LY) 

07:35 ....Damascus, London (BA) 
13:30 — -- -Doha (GF) 


Apple 700/500; 

Banana. ....550/550 1 

Banana (imported)..„..550/550; 

Cabbage 80/40 

Carrot 260/150 

Cauliflower. .050/100 • 

Cucumber (large) _120fl00i 

Cucumber (small) .210/150 

Eggplant 120/60 • 

.750050.1 

Gra Pes- 500/250! 

Grape fruit lan/ rm 

Lemon 560/200: 

Marrow (large) 90/50;. 

Marrow (small) J6G/100- 

Onion (green) JOO/tZO. 

Onion (dry) w .170/80 

Orange — .550/400- 

^ j650/5Q0‘ 

Pepper (hoi) 280/150-:.. 

Pepper (sweet) 500/150; 

Potato 510/180 ; 

Spinach IflWOO:, 

String Bean.— 450350 r 

Tomato 180/120 
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^Jordan attempts to cope 
with serious water shortage 
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By George S. Hishmeh 

U.S. Information Agenc\ 
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KH1RBET AS-SAMRA. 
Jordan — Migratory birds 
plowing the flyways of Jor- 
dan from the colder regions 
of Russia ro the warmer 
climes of Lake Victoria in 
Africa arc desperate for a 
resting slop here, especially 
after water-parched Jorda- 
nians unwillingly pumped 
dry the nearby Azraq Oasis. 

Their only recourse is the 
55 so-called stabilisation 
ponds that collect the 
wastewaters of Amman and 
three nearby towns and ren- 
der them fit for agricultural 
facility, the fourth largest in 
the world. 

Ducks are seen by a visi- 
tor swimming serenely in 
the ponds of near-treated 
water, where lens of Jor- 
danian farmers are also ille- 
gally siphoning the unsani- 
tary waters to their small 
farms straddling open canal 
to the King Abdullah Dam 
despite repeated raids by 
Jordanian troops. The 
waters become suitable for 
irrigation once they leave 
the dam which is about 40 
kilometres from the firsi 
.stabilisation ponds. 

William J. McDonnell, 
the American project man- 
ager for the emergency 
improvement programme at 
As-Samra, is proud of his 
work here — he is several 
weeks ahead of schedule 
and is looking forward to 
another project that his 
Massachusetts- based envi- 
ronmental engineering firm 
of Camp Dresser & McKee, 

Inc., will be undertaking in 
the Wadi Musa region, 
south of the Jordanian capi- 
tal. 

The significance of the 
Wadi Musa area is that it is 
home for the prized Petra 
ruins which are nowadays 

bpr af-mrentiiioriaJ tourirjt^j 9 !ol 
especially Israelis, after the “ 
signing of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty in Octo- 
ber 1994. Available statis- 
tics show that in the first 
five months of 1995. 
tourism growth increased 
by 43 per cent over the 
same period in 1994. 

Although the number of 
visitors from neighbouring 
Israel has dropped this year 
after the election of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benvanin 
Netanyahu, the existing 
water supply system in 
Wadi Musa is. in the opin- 
ion of national and 
international experts, inad- 
equate and unable to serve 
this growing demand. Five 
of 14 hotels planned for the 
region arc near completion, 
increasing the available 
beds so far from 300 to 
3,000. 

More importantly, the 
region does not have a 
municipal wastewater sys- 
tem to collect and treat the 
wastewater in Petra and the 
neighbouring areas — a 
fact that could damage the 
archaeological treasures 
there. 

Since 1993. the U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID) has 
granted Jordan about S42 
million covering several 
projects, bringing the total 
of U.S. assistance in the 
water sector to over S212 
million over the past two 
decades. 

USAID says its overall 
objective here us “to 
improve the quality of 
water in general, to enhance 
the efficient use and conser- 
vation of scarce water 
resources available, to pro- 
mote<the efficient recycling 
of wastewater to be reused 


in agricultural and industri- 
al sectors; to reduce indus- 
trial pollution of water: and 
to increase public aware- 
ness regarding the prob- 
lems of water scarcity and 
conservation." 

The latest grant agree- 
ment. signed last Septem- 
ber. will provide Jordan 
with $7.2 million for the 
construction of much-need- 
ed wastewater treatment 
facilities in the country, 
particularly at Wadi Musa! 

Besides ’ USAID. the 
World Bunk is another seri- 
ous player in this resource 
management challence. 
The World Bank reported 
recently that renewable 
water supply per capita in 
Jordan is among the lowest 
in the world, only one half 
that of Syria or Israel, and 
one fifth that of Egypt. 

According to the L’SAID- 
Jordan agreement, the lack 
of water — “the most criti- 
cal natural resource” here 
— “portends a national cat- 
astrophe t in Jordan t within 
the decade.” 

Virtually all natural 
sources of fresh water have 
been tapped. The country's 
total water supply was esti- 
mated at 955 million cubic 
metres in 1991. and the 
demand for water is expect- 
ed to reach 1.6 billion cubic 
metres in the next four 
years. To date, the deficit is 
being met by over-pumping 
of aquifers. 

Water scarcity in Jordan, 
a country of about four mil- 
lion, is exacerbated by 
rapid population growth as 
was the ease when over 
300.000 Jordanians or near- 
ly 10 per cent of the popu- 
lation returned home from 
Kuwait in the wake of the 
1991 Gulf war. Other con- 
tributing factors, according 
to U.S. and Jordanian offi- 
cials, ore “inefficient water 


a ? lr &;&n£ avowing nuntr rt ^ianagegvnt and use, lack 


f . adequate ..wastewgier 
treatment capacity and 
inappropriate pricing poli- 
cies” 

Large-scale desalination 
is not an economic option 
for Jordan and the only 
intermediate alternative for 
reducing the gap between 
water demand and supply, 
according to these officials, 
is "improved management 
of existing water resources, 
and improved quality of 
treated wastewater for 
reuse." 

In the long run-, another 
alternative is for Jordan to 
reach agreement w'iih other 
nations in the region — 
Turkey and Israel — on the 
allocation of existing 
resources as well as the ini- 
tiation of regional water 
projects. 

Industrial pollution pre- 
vention and control will 
result in improved industri- 
al water practices such as 
water recycling. It is also 
hoped that a major public 
awareness campaign, fund- 
ed by USAID and being 
mounted in cooperation 
with the Jordanian govern- 
ment and non-governmen- 
tal organisations and 
women's groups, will result 
in more efficient use and 
conservation of w'ater. 

In the opinion of World 
Bonk officials, crop substi- 
tution away from water- 
demanding crops such as 
fruit, wheat, and barley 
would substantially lessen 
water use and create an 
economically more effi- 
cient agriculture sector. 

The " World Bank has 
given Jordan $80 million to 
help offset some of the tran- 
sition costs of reform, 
including the removal ol 
price controls and subsidies 


for farm products, and the 
liberalisation of trade that 
will encourage expansion 
into export markets. 

The As-Samra wastewater 
facility here, about 40 kilo- 
metres from Ammon, has 
been working beyond its 
capacity, treating more than 

170.000 cubic metres daily 
although it was designed to 
handle only 6S.Q00 cubic 
‘metres of wastewater a day. 

This was one factor that 
prompted the need for the 
emergency short-term 
improvements undertaken 
by Camp, Dresser & 
McKee, an American firm 
with vast experience in this 
field, including similar 
operations in Egypt and the 
West Bank. 

According to McDonnell, 
the firm's representative, 
these ponds, with two mil- 
lion square metres of water 
surface, have not had any 
maintenance since they 
were built in 1985. Over 

600.000 cubic metres of 
sludge have accumulated 
over the post eight to nine 
years. 

McDonnell's firm expects 
to complete the $10 million 
project in the early months 
of next year. Their contract 
includes, among other 
things, the removal of the 
nitrogen-rich sludge, which 
is also being used as a fer- 
tiliser in nearby experimen- 
tal firms, and the building 
of door control facilities, 
much to the satisfaction of 
the neighbouring villages. 

Although the current pro- 
ject Ls a "short-term" fix, 
says McDonnell, it is 
expected that this natural 
wastewater treatment facili- 
ty wiU function for many 
years. He, however, 
stressed the need for regu- 
lar maintenance- descnWnfe 
‘ it *as the "key 4 to“ (Re iuthre 
life expectancy of the As- 
Samra wastewater plant. 

After the emergency 
improvement, the As- 
Samra operation, a natural 
process, will be capable of 
recycling 150,000 cubic- 
metres of the 170,000 cubic 
metres of wastewater that 
flow here daily from 
Amman and the neighbour- 
ing towns. The water, 
explained McDonnell, is 
suitable for farming but not 
drinking unless it is treated 
further. 

But tbe threatening situa- 
tion in Wadi Musa is of a 
different nature; it has the 
potential of damaging 
Petra, Jordan's premier cul- 
tural attraction. 

The anticipation of large 
numbers of tourists has led 
the Jordanian authorities to 
authorise (he building of 14 
new hotels in that area 
which, at present. Jacks 
suitable water supply 
sources and wastewater 
treatment plants. 

The projected facilities at 
Wadi Musa, four water sup- 
ply and four wastewater 
operations, have been 
designed to meer the needs 
of this area up to the year 
2020 and will cost about 
S32 million. 

About 70 per cent of the 
country's population, it is 
estimated, will be affected 
by these ongoing USAlD- 
funded projects and more 
than 3,000 form households 
stand to gain from the 
improved water treatment 
facilities at As-Samra and 
the soon-to-be established 
networks at Wadi Musa. 


What ’s 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 


Going O 


n 


*Pbforrnance by the Amman Community Choir 
jBarid of the Young VVtomen’s Christian Associa- 
poniittbe Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS SALE/BAZAAR 

*Ghristmas sale and slide show at die 
International Community School, KhaJda, 6-S 
p4n. (It is sponsored by the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature with proceeds going to 
Protect ihe D ana wildlife. The sale includes 
hand-crafted silver jewellery, organically-grown 
tided fririt, original Dana pottery. Christmas 
c ards,‘and souvenir posters). 

* Charity Christmas bazaar, sponsored by the 


Lions Club, at A1 Hussein Sports City, the 
.Amman hall (10.00 am. till the rest of the day). 

CHRISTMAS SHOW 

'“Special show and sale of Christmas crafts at 
the Jordan Crafts Centre (Alaydi), JabaJ 
.Amman, Second Circle (Tel. 644555), until Dec. 
31. 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

♦Roundtable discussion with the press entitled 
“Judicial and Legal Guarantees for Human 
Rights” with the participation of Dr. Nathan 
Brown at the American Centre. Abdoun on 
Monday, Dec. 9 (10;Q0 am. — 12:00 noon). 


Suspects in Ajloun case 
claim mines intended 
for self-protection - 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to I hr Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Three defen- 
dants accused of plotting 
subversion Saturday told 
the State Security Court 
(hut the landmines they col- 
lected in 1995 were intend- 
ed to protect themselves in 
case of an Israeli invasion. 

Jkremah Mahmoud. 28. 
Yousef Ahmad, 27, and Ali 
Mahmoud, 27. said they 
srocked the explosives to 
use them in case of an 
Israeli attack and hud no 
intention whatsoever to use 
them to terrorise any Jor- 
danian nr foreign resident. 

The three are formally 
charged by the military 
prosecutor with plotting to 
carry out extremist attacks, 
and possessing illegal 
explosives with illicit 
intent. 

"We ;tre indeed guilty of 
illegal possession of explo- 
sives hut we assure the 
court dial our intentions 
were to protect our coun- 
try," rhe ilia c defendants 
.said in (heir three-page 
defence statement. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, die three 
men collected landmines 


from an Ajloun field in 
November of 1995 and 
planned to target visiting 
Israeli tourists in the urea. 

The three were appre- 
hended by authorities 
before any attack took 
place. 

In October, the three 
defendants entered a plea 
of guilty for possession uf 
explosives, but told the 
court that they were neidier 
guilty of charges of illicit 
intent nor the charges of 
planning to carry oul 
extremist attacks. 

That the) entered a guilty 
plea in October, according 
to (he defence attorneys, 
was intended for reasons of 
sentence reduction. 

If convicted of charges of 
possessing illegal arms 
with illicit intent, they 
could receive the death 
penalty. 

Defence Attorney Hani 
Zahiduh, asked the court to 
give him time to prepare his 
defence arguments and to 
subpoena defence witness- 
es. 

The military tribunal was 
comprised of Justices. 
Yousef Faouri. Na’el Mav- 
sadeh and Ahmad Avash 
and set Dec. 16 to resume 
the trial. 


Legislation suggested to 
improve rental car dilemma 

By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Traffic and Vehicle Licensing Deport- 
ment is inquiring about the possibility of new legislation 
concerning rental cars, a Ministry of Interior spokesperson 
said. 

The legislation will stipulate that rental customers be 
over 25 years of age, have acquired a driver’s licence for a 
minimum period of three years and that they have in their 
possession a reliable conduct certificate from the nearest 
police station. 

Statistics show that in the first eight months.of this year 
ovcf‘ 1,250 rental cars have been involved in accidents, 
PresiUerit of the Jordanian Prevention of Road Accidents 
JJSPRAI Mohammed Dabbas stated. 

Mr. Dabbas said that the Kingdom has 250 offices oper- 
ating over 3,500 cars. 30 per cent of which have been 
involved in traffic accidents. 

Rental cars in the Kingdom represent one per cent of the 
total number of cars and arc responsible for 2.1 percent of 
all road accidents. Colonel Fakhri Iskandar from the PSD 
said. 

If ratified, the suggested legislation would affect com- 
mercial businesses as 50 percent of all rental car customers 
fall into the age category of 20-25. Mr. Sae’ed Ghnaim 
owner of Philadelphia Rem-A-Cur Agency said. 

Mr. Ghnaim. who was assistant director of Amman’s 
police department until 1994. has been in the business 
since I9S9. his office is the 42nd car rental agency in Jor- 
dan. 

He said that insurance companies lower rates if cars are 
not involved in accidents and that the fare stuns from 9 per- 
cent of the cars' total price — the Philadelphia Rent-A-Car 
agency, as an example, has reached 4.5 perceni . 

In an interview with the Jordan Times regarding the rea- 
sons for rental car snafus, Mr. Ghnaim cited a number of 
reasons. 

• The immense number of rental car agencies — a 
reported 250 offices are currently operating and over 200 
new licences have been issued this year. 

• What he titles “indecent competition" in which some 
offices offer promotion rates lower than those set by the 
Ministry of Transport. 

• Income taxes which reportedly vary' widely and 
indiscriminately. 

• The overlooking of previous regulations which stip- 
ulated that all agencies should be inside a hotel, have no 
less than 10 cars, that rental cars should be fully insured 
and custom fees be paid. 

Mazin Taha owner of Dallah Rent-A-Car agency, one of 
the largest in Jordan, said that (he new legislation will not 
affect their business and will help reduce accidents. 

However, he expressed that in terms of payment after 
accidents, customers often evade payments or proffer 
checks which bounce; he also staled that some customers 
treat rental cars abusively — "people drive with revenge" 
— ;uid insurance companies do not coverall repair expens- 
es subsequent to accidents. 

Mr. Taha also said that many Jordanians rent cars during 
the week-ends and holidays, despite having cars of their 
own. to lour the country thereby ensuring the safety of their 
personal automobiles. 

Customers vary in terms of nationality and professional 
status but the majority of them, he said, are local cus- 
tomers. 




BANI HAMIDA 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Here comes the red season! 

*Rugs *Cushions 
* Wallhangings * Weavings 

A variety of gift Items, produced specially for this 
occasion is on display at the 

Bani Hamida House 

Duration: 8/12 through 2/1/1997 
Location: Jabal Amman, 1st Circle, Rainbow St. 
Open daily from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays & official holidays 

Tel. 658696/7 


Jordan Times, Sunday, December 8, 1996 

Iraqi minister arrives 
today for trade talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi Minister of Trade 
Mohammad Mahdi Saleh arrives in 
Amman today for talks with government 
and chambers of industry and trade officials 
dealing with bilateral economic and irude 
issues. Amman Chamber of Industry ( ACI ) 
source* said Saturday. 

Dr. Saleh is scheduled io meet Sunday 
evening with AlC Chairman Khaldoun Abu 
Hasson and board members as well as sev- 
eral industrialists and businessmen, the 
chamber said. 

On the agenda is the question uf increas- 
ing Jordanian exports to Iraq when the 
fuod-for-oil agreement between Iraq and 
the U.N. is implemented. Following the 
meeting with Mr. Abu Hassan, the Iraqi 
minister is expected to meet the Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of Commerce Pres- 
ident Haidar Murad and board members to 
discuss trade exchanges, according to the 
sources. 

Dr. Saleh met Iasi week with Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kubariti during a visit to 
Jordan saying he would return for more 
talks. At that time he stressed that his coun- 
try was planning io use Aqaba for its 
imports of food and medicine under a deal 
stipulated by the U.N. 

Chamber of Industry sources said Dr. 
Saleh was certain to discuss the expansion 


of the Jordanian-Iraqi trade protocol for 
1997. 

Jordan reduced the volume of the proto- 
col from S400 million in 1995 to $220 mil- 
lion in 1996. saving the measure was taken 
because Iraq could no longer afford tapping 
its own foreign exchange reserves to pay 
for the goods. 

Minister of Information Marwun Muash- 
er last week said the volume of the trade 
protocol would not be increased in 1997 but 
explained that the government was encour- 
aging the private sector to increase its 
exports to Iraq outside the protocol. 

Reports say Iraq owes Jordan more than 
SI.2 billion in accumulated debts since 1990 
when Iraqi oil exports were banned under 
the U.N. sanctions imposed on the republic 
after its invasion of Kuwait. 

The chamber said the coming meeting 
with Dr. Saleh is significant as it precedes 
by a few da> s the start of Iraqi exports of S2 
billion in oil every six months to purchase 
basic foods and medicines for its citizens. 

After Dr. Saleh's visit here. Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas and Minister of Finance Marwan 
Awad are expected to visit to Baghdad for 
additional talks on economic ties. 


Metre, rhyme, sound, sense and 
an innate need for the ‘Macarena’ 


By Christina Schlegl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The popular hit "Macarena" 
seems to serve our primitive instincts, 
Nicholas Linfield Tuesday told the Jordan 
Times as an explanation of how metres, or 
regulated rhythms, induce pleasurable sen- 
sations in the human body. 

Within the framework of his Monday lec- 
ture entitled "Small Questions, Large 
Answers: An Approach to Poetry," Dr. Lin- 
field revealed the mystery of metres and 
their impact on our senses. 

As part of the British Council series 
labelled "E"ioying Literature." already in its 
third year, this lecture was directed towards 
school teachers in order to familiarise them 
with methods of poetry instruction. 

“This was the first time that teachers 
asked for a certain lecture," Dr. Linfield 
said. 

He stated that he was approached two 
weeks ago by several teachers who were 
having difficulties describing poetry metres 
to their students. 

"The teachers specifically requested an 
explanation of metre, sound and meaning 
— the main components of a poem," he stat- 
ed. 

Dr. Linfield then advised lectures partici- 
pants to teach poetry by asking small rather 
than large questions. 

“Large questions like 'what does the 
poem mean’," he explained," can stress stu- 
dents. Small ones will give them confidence 
to contribute statements and thus motivate 
and spark their interest for literature and 
poetry. 

“You cannot teach literature if you do not 
enjoy it. And if you do. you may wonder 
what is the best way to teach it." Dr. Linfield 
stated in his introduction. 

He quoted poet Philip Larkin’s statement 
that "Writing poetry' is playing oft’ the nat- 
ural rhythms and word-order of speech 
against the artificialities of metre and 
rhyme.” 

Dr. Linfield. who explained his methods 
with the help of various poems, declared 
that metres, often striking in children 
rhymes, are experienced by the human body 


as a pleasant feeling and satisfy a need for 
regular sequence. 

“We all have a desperate need for order 
and chaos at the same time, both of which 
can be satisfied by poetry.” he explained. 

As an example. Dr. Linfield cited a child's 
rapture in listening to regular rhythms. 

The delight is intensified, he explicated, if 
the beat is suddenly interrupted and then 
continued. 

The child will be very' pleased at the expe- 
rience of regular rhythms, sudden suspense 
and then return, he stated. 

’The best example might be the popular 
song “Macarena”, which uses a consistent 
beat, is abruptly interrupted by a high- 
voiced “Hey. Macarena” and then returns to 
its regular pattern,” Dr. Linfield said in an 
. interview with the Jordan Times. 

He added that the song’s success, follow- 
ing a similar pattern to many childhood 
tunes, implies the experience of primitive 
delight. 

“We are reassured that the rhythm will go 
back to its continuity,” Dr. Linfield said by 
way of explanation of an almost innnate 
pleasure. 

“A good poem has a basic rhythm and 
plays with it to stress certain syllables.” Dr. 
Linfield continued. 

Analysing another substantial component 
of poetry, he stressed the importance of 
sound and sense in a poem. 

“The sound of words is used to express a 
certain mood, therefore a good poet will 
slow down the line with stressed syllables if 
the meaning demands it.” Dr. Linfield 
explained. 

Sounds, he continued, have no fixed 
meaning, a good poem gives you the defin- 
ition. Sound, metre and rhythm together 
embody the sense, the sound is the echo. Dr. 
Linfield concluded his lecture. 

The British Council series is supported by 
the Ministry of Education which encour- 
ages teacher participation.. 

Dr. Linfield is currently teaching at the 
Jordan University for Women and will con- 
tinue this series of lectures with "The Child 
in English Literature." scheduled to be held 
on Dec. 16. 
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Belgrade is set for more protests 


as Washington steps up pressure 


BELGRADE (AFP) — Wa- 
shington was stepping up 
pressure on Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic to 
accept elections won by the 
opposition as both sides in 
Serbia seemed to be looking 
for a way to end the crisis. 

Over 100,000 people at- 
tended an ISrh day of pro- 
test Friday over the authori- 
ties’ refusal to accept the 
results of local elections, 
which saw the opposition 
Together Coalition making 
sweeping gains, winning 15 
out of 18 cities and towns. 

On Saturday, one of the 
coalition's leaders seemed 
to be offering die Serbian 
president, who has kept a 
low profile since the pro- 
tests starred, a way out with- 
out losing face. 

“We must not overesti- 
mate Milosevic's responsi- 
bility," Dusan Mihajlovic, 
leader of New Democracy, 
one of the parties in the 
coalition, said in an inter- 
view with the daily Dnevni 
Telegraf. 

“The greatest responsibili- 
ty lies with the Socialist 
organisations in Belgrade. I 
know for a fact that officials 
in these organisation did all . 


they could to transform 
their defeat into a victory ... 
and that Milosevic had 
nothing to do with it," he 
said. 

However, he added that 
the will of the electorate 
must be respected, and ano- 
ther opposition spokesman 
warned “we don’t want to 
fall into Slobodan Milose- 
vic's usual snares." 

Serbia has been under in- 
tense international pressure 
to back down, and Washing- 
ton Friday stepped up its 
efforts to persuade the au- 
thorities to respect the elec- 
tion results. 

In a letter, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton announced he 
had decided to extend for a 
year a freeze on the finan- 
cial assets on U.S. soil of 
the governments of Serbia. 
Montenegro and the Bos- 
nian Serb entity. 

And a strong statement 
from the State Department 
urged Mr. Milosevic to re- 
verse the decision to partial- 
ly cancel the results of the 
polls. 

“The United States be- 
lieves that the Milosevic 
government should now 
take the step of reversing its 


decision. It should now take 
a solid step of respecting the 
municipal elections of Nov. 
17," State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said. 

“The Serbian government 
should initiate an open dia- 
logue with the opposition in 
Serbia.” he said. 

White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry declined 
to comment on the Serbian 
opposition's setting up a 
shadow government, which 
was announced at Friday’s 
rally by Vuk Draskovic, one 
of Together's leaders. 

“We have already organ- 
ised a democratic govern- 
ment of new Serbia and 
formed a state council 
which would take over his 
duties and schedule new 
elections.” Mr. Draskovic 
said. 

“Milosevic must firstly 
recognise the electoral vic- 
tory of the people and free 
die media so that we can put 
an end to these protests.” he 
said. 

At the rally, for the second 
day running, demonstrators 
brandished "an effigy of Mr. 
Milosevic in prison garb 
bearing the number 


17111 996 — referring to the 
date of the elections. 

Friday's rally came despite 
the government’s ap-parem 
attempt to defuse the crisis by 
allowing back on the air two 
independent radio stations it 
had ordered shut down earlier 
in the week. 

But the most encouraging 
sign that almost three weeks 
of sustained mass protest 
was paying off, came from 
within the Milosevic gov- 
ernment, when Information 
Minister Aleksandar Tijanic 
resigned and then turned on 
his former bosses for muz- 
zling the media. 

The Serbian government 
has made other concessions 
such as cutting electricity 
prices and paying arrears in 
student grants and pensions, 
designed to divert popular 
support for the protests. 

Despite the protests, a poll 
published Saturday said Mr. 
Milosevic was still the most 
popular politician in Serbia, 
with 16.5 per cent of the 
vote, ahead of Zoran Djtn- 
djic. one of Together’s lead- 
ers. with 10 per cent 

However. 62.5 per cent of 
those polled did not trust 
any politicians. 


Logjam broken in race for 1 person 


U.N. secretary-general dies in 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Four African candidates 
were nominated Friday for 
the post of U.N. secretary- 
general. thereby breaking a 
deadlock after Boutros 
Ghali temporarily put aside 
his bid for reelection. 

Italian Ambassador Paolo 
Fulci said the nominees 


were: 

— Kofi Annan of Ghana, 
the U.N. undersecretary- 
general for peacekeeping, 
who has held a variety of 
top-level U.N. posts. 

— Ahmedou Ould Abdal- 
lah of Mauritania, the for- 
mer U.N. special represen- 
tative for Burundi who is 
co-chairman of the Global 
Coalition for Africa group 
in Washington. 

— Hamid Algabid of Ni- 
ger. the secretary-general of 
the Organisation of the Is- 
lamic Conference. 

— Amara Essy of the 
Ivory Coast, its foreign mi- 
nister and the U.N. General 
Assembly president in 
1994-95. who recently bro- 
kered a peace agreement 
ending five years of civil 
war in Sierre Leone. 

The Council will decide 
Monday when they will 
take an informal poll to see 


how much support the can- 
didates have. 

The move by the African 
states means the Council 
could begin voting on can- 
didates next week, a proce- 
dure that could either result 
in a decision or turn into a 
bitter fight with vetoes 
against each nominee. 

By then diplomats said 
other names would proba- 
bly emerge, including Salim 
A. Salim of Tanzania, the 
secretary-general of the Or- 
ganisation of Africa Unity, 
and possibly Olara Ottunu, 
the president of the New 
York-based International 
Peace Academy, as well as 
Senegal's Foreign Minister 
Moustapba Niasse. said to 
be in New York for the pur- 
pose. 

Also mentioned as possi- 
ble candidate was Wally 
N’dow of Gambia, an assis- 
tant secretary-general in 
charge of the Centre for Hu- 
man Settlements in Nairobi. 

All four names were put 
in letters to Mr. Fulci. who 
met ambassadors from the 
four nations involved as 
well as Jerome Mendougu, 
Cameroon's ambassador to 
the United States. Came- 
roon holds the presidency of 


the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU). 

Both Senegal and Gambia 
this year sponsored General 
Assembly resolution back- 
ing U.N. membership for 
Taiwan, making them liable 
to a veto from China, 
which considers Taiwan a 
renegade province. 

Dr. Ghaii's five-year term 
expires on Dec. 3 1 . 

On Wednesday he opened 
the door for other Africans 
to contest his job by saying 
he was suspending tem- 
porarily his candidacy but 
was not withdrawing com- 
pletely from the race. 

The United States on Nov. 
19 vetoed his bid for reelec- 
tion while the other 14 Se- 
curity Council members 
supported him. In July he 
received the backing of the 
Organisation of African 
Unity. 

U.S. officials maintain be 
has not reformed the organ- 
isation but most diplomats 
believe the Clinton admin- 
istration was bowing to 
pressure from Republicans 
in Congress, many of whom 
are opposed to the United 
Nations on philosophical 
grounds. 


India 


cyclone 


Chinese dissident jailed for 5 years 


BEIJING ( AFPi — Chinese 
dissident Zhang Zongai has 
been sentenced to five years 
in jail for “counter- revolu- 
tionary' propaganda and agi- 
tation” in the central city of 
Xi'an, his former lawyer, 
Zhang Jiankang. said Sa- 
turday. 

“Last Friday, the sister of 
Zhang Zongai learned, after 
trying to see him in prison,- 
that the verdict had been 
pronounced and that her 
brother had decided to 
appeal," the lawyer said. 

The dissident’s trial “be- 
gan in September and did 
not last but three hours," the 
lawyer told AFP by tele- 
phone. 

Zhang Jiankang said he 
initially took on the case but 
later entrusted it to a col- 
league. because he was 
among those who signed a 
petition calling for political 
liberalisation that was men- 
tioned in Zhang Zonggai's 
formal accusation. 


“That could have damaged 
his defence." the lawy er said, 
adding that his colleague. 
Guo Liuzhu, was also well- 
qualified for the task. 

The main charge of 
“counter-revolutionary pro- 
paganda and agitation" car- 
ried a maximum penalty of 
life imprisonment, he said. 

“But in truth, Zhang Zon- 
gai should not have been 
judged as he had committed 
no crime.” said die lawyer, 
who provided assistance in 
arguing the case. 

The Hong Kong-based In- 
formation Centre of Human 
Rights and Democratic 
Movement in China earlier 
said Zhang Zongai. 56. was 
informed of his sentence 
early this week and filed an 
appeal Friday. 

The November 1994 pub- 
lication of an article in a 
Hong Kong newspaper — 
supposedly co-authored 
with prominent dissident 
Wang Dan — figured 


among the charges levelled 
at Zhang Zongai, 

Mr. Wang a leader of the 
1989 Tiananmen Square 
pro-democracy movement, 
was jailed for 1 1 years in 
October for plotting to over- 
throw the government. 

Mr. Zhang also supposed- 
ly wrote to retired Tai- 
wanese General Wego 
Chiang expressing a wish to 
see China follow the path i 
set by the Nationalist island 
in embracing democracy. 

The general is the son of 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai- 
Shek, the leader of the 
Nationalist forces who fled 
to Taiwan in 1 949 after los- 
ing a civil war on the main- 
land to the rival Commu- 
nists, led by Mao Tsetong. 

Finally, the court accused 
the dissident of taking “for- 
eign material aid” because 
he received a donation of 
SI 00 from a U.S. citizen, 
the Hong Kong centre said 


Half of dog bites provoked — American vet 


CHICAGO (R) — As many 
as I million dog bites are re- 
corded in the United States 
every' year and half of them 
are provoked by humans, a 


chael Cornwell of the Glen- 
coe Animal 

.Hospital in Columbus. 
Ohio, told the annual meet- 
ing of the American Vete- 


veterinarian has told fellow^jinaiy Medical Association. 


animal doctors. 


“Let's not let our kids 


TJarTlumane'' Society of jump on them or crawl on 
the United States estimates them. Dogs and children 


that between 500.000 and 
one million bites are deliv- 
ered by dogs each year, 
more than half of which are 
suffered by children. 

“Most bites can be pre- 
vented by teaching children 
how to respect a dog.” Mi- 


don’t have to have an inter- 
action. Let's respect their 
territories.” he said. 

Dr. Cornwell said 50 per 
cent of reported bites were 
provoked by a person and 60 
per cent were suffered by 
children. He also estimated 


that only 25 per cent of bites 
were reported because med- 
ical attention was not needed. 

Don Rieck. president of the 
National Animal Control 
Association, said aggres- 
siveness in dogs was related 
more to gender than breed 
and a male dog that had not 
been neutered was three 
times more likely to bite than 
an unspayed female. 

The five breeds credited 
with the most incidents were 
chow chows. Rottweilers. 
German shepherds, cocker 
spaniels and Dalmatians. 


HYDERABAD. India (R) 
— A cyclone that hit In- 
dia's southeastern coast 
Friday killed one person 
but caused no major dam- 
age and was quickly weak- 
ening. meteorologists and 
officials said. 

.“The cyclone has, now 
weakened into a low dep- 
ression," J.V.M. Naidu. di- 
rector of the Cyclone 
Warning Centre at Visha- 
khapamara in Andhra Pra- 
! desh state, said Saturday. 
“It has a maximum wind 
speed of 20 kilometres per 
hour. We do not expect any 
tidal waves.” he told Reu- 
ters by telephone from the 
port city. 

Another meteorological 
official said the depression 
was likely to move west 
causing rains in the south- 
ern states of Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka and Kerala. 

Police officials in Mad- 
ras. capital of Tamil Nadu 
state, told Reuters that one 
person was killed in the 
city Friday night when a 
tree fell on his car. 

There were no other re- 
ports of casualties in Tamil 
Nadu or neighbouring An- 
dhra Pradesh state. 

Madras Airport reopened 
Friday night after shutting 
down briefly because of 
heavy rain. 

“It's bright sunshine now. 
Flights are back to nor- 
mal.” an airport manager 
said Saturday. 

The Press Trust of India 
news agency, quoting Ta- 
mil Nadu's most senior 
civil servant K. A. Nambiar. 
said the cyclone ripped up 
trees and blew over hoard- 
ings and billboards but' 
caused no other damage. 

The cyclone hit Pondi- 
cherry and South Arcot dis- 
trict, 162 kilometres south 
of Madras Friday evening, 
but there were no reports of 
any casualties, police offi- 
cials said. 

When the storm crossed 
land, winds reached 100 
kph but quickly weakened. 

“We had moderate rain.” 
said T.S. Ravichandran. po- 
lice chief at Cuddalore. a 
town in the coastal South 
Arcot district. “It's driz- 
zling now«.” 

The cyclone had earlier 
threatened to cross land 
near thp port town of Ma- 
chilipatnam in Andhra Pra- 
desh Wednesday. But it 
moved south and weak- 
ened by Thursday. 

Officials in Andhra Pra- 
desh and Tamil Nadu said 
there were no immediate 
reports on damage to crops. 

Last month, at least 2,000 
people were killed or are 
missing after a storm swept 
through the east and west 
Godavari districts of 
Andhra Pradesh state. 







Belgrade student waves with Serbian flag during a protest march against Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic in Belgrade Friday. The Serbian Supreme Court 
Friday heard an appeal by opposition parties against Socialist election-rigging that 
has triggered huge popular protest against President Milosevic I Reuter photo) 


Bosnian parliament cancels 


session to ratify government 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — A 
parliamentary session 
called to ratify the new gov- 
erning councu of ministers 
was postponed Saturday, 
once again leaving Bosnia 
withort a government. 

No reason was given for 
the postponement of the 
joint assembly, elected by 
Bosnia's Croats. Muslims 
and Serbs in internationally 
supervised elections in 
September. 

But there was lingering 
controversy over the com- 
position of the council of 
ministers, a complex ar- 
rangement in which each 


official post has three mem- 
bers. one each from Bos- 
nia's three communities. 

Negotiations to form the 
council of ministers had 
dragged on for more than a 
month before Bosnia's joint 
presidency agreed terms a 
week ago. 

The council of ministers 
needs to be formally ratified 
by the joint parliament be- 
fore it can come into exis- 


tence. 

Argument about the coun- 
cil’s structure and nominees 
continued Saturday. 

It centres on whether Bos- 
nia should have power at 


the centre, in the cumber- 
some centra) government, 
or whether power should be 
divolved to Bosnia's two 
entities, the Serb Republic 
and the Federation of Croats 
and Muslims. 

The federation has called 
for greater powers for the 
central government, while 
the Serbs insist on it having 
only limited powers. 

The present council has 
three ministries: Foreign af- 
fairs. foreign trade and civil 
affairs and communications. 

No date has been set for 
the postponed session to be 
reconvened. 


Major’s survival to May 


U.K. election date in doubt 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor's chances of surviving in 
power until a may deadline 
for national elections was 
thrown into doubt Saturday 
as his Conservative govern- 
ment faced an era of minor- 
ity role beset by threats of 
further defections. 

Ending what political 
commentators saw as the 
worst week for Mr. Major 
since he became leader in 
1990, the government saw 
its one-seat majority in par- 
liament effectively wiped 
out when Conservative MP 
Sir John Gorst withdrew his 
support Friday in protest 
over a hospital closure in 
his constituency. 

Another Conservative. 
Hugh Dykes, warned he 
was ready to follow suit 
over the same issue and a 
third. Terry Dicks, threat- 
ened to quit unless Mr. Ma- 
jor ruled out Britain joining 
a single European currency. 

‘Time and hope are run- 
ning out for John Major's 
administration.” said the 
influential Financial Times 
in an editorial. 

“It no longer seems quite 
so certain that Mr. Major 
will be able to go to the 


country at the time of his 
choosing next May,” the 
newspaper added. 

All eyes will be on Mr. 
Major Sunday when he 
gives a crucial interview on 
BBC Television in a bid to 
calm nerves and make yet 
another appeal for unity. 

Mr. Major, whose conser- 
vatives are some 20 points 
behind the opposition La- 
bour Party in opinion polls, 
has said repeatedly that he 
wants to stay in office until 
the May deadline for elec- 
tions. 

But with the issue of 
European integration still 
causing bitter rifts within 
the Conservatives he faces 
an uphill battle. 

A by-election Thursday in a 
Labour stronghold of north- 
ern England is expected lo 
seal the government's status 
as a minority administration 
for the first time since 1979. 

Cabinet ministers went on 
national radio Saturday to 
defend again Mr. Major's 
stance on a European single 
currency — the issue that 
sparked reports this week 
that Finance Minister Ken- 
neth Clarke had threatened 
to resign. 

Conservative “Euroscep- 


tics” want Mr. Major to role 
out British entry into a sin- 
gle currency during the next 
parliament, a move opposed 
by Mr. Clarke who wants 
Britain to retain its “wait- 
and-see" policy. 

The Labour Party was 
holding fire over if and 
when it would call a vote of 
confidence that would pre- 
cipiate the election. But 
leader Tony Blair said the 
government was “disinte- 
grating before our eyes.” 

“This shambles cannot go 
on any longer and the soon- 
er we get the chance to put 
them out oY their misery the 
better,” Mr. Blair said. 

The last Labour govern- 
ment clung on for two years 
before 1979 by doing deals 
with minor parties after los- 
ing its overall majority. Mr. 
Major’s Conservatives are 
now at the mercy of the 
nine-strong Ulster Unionist 
MP's from Northern Ire- 
land, who’ usually tend ro 
vote with the government. 

But the Ulster Unionists, 
who staunchly support Bri- 
tish rule of Northern Ireland, 
have warned ministers they 
cannot take that support for 
granted and will judge each 
issue on its merits. 


Violence erupts as Indian politician 
jailed on corruption charges 


MADRAS, India (AFP) — 
A high-profile Indian movie 
actress-turned-politician 
was jailed here Saturday on 
charges of corruption, spar- 
king sporadic violence and 
widespread protests. 

Jayalalitha Jayaram. a for- 
mer chief minister of the 
southern state of Tamil Na- 
du. was ordered to be held 
in Madras Central Jail until 
she appears in court on Dec. 
21 . 

Ms. Jayalalitha. dubbed 
by critics as India's imdda 
Marcos, was arrested earlier 
Saturday at her heavily- 
jviarded house here on char- 
ge s of involvement in a $2.4 
million fraud. 

The 48-year-old politician 
was driven in a police van 
to the police commission- 
er’s office and later to the 
home of principal sessions 
Judge A. Ramamurthv, who 
ordered she be held in 


prison. 

The news of her arrest and 
jailing spread like wildfire 
across Tamil Nadu, a coas- 
tal state of 55 million peo- 
ple. triggering sporadic vio- 


lence and widespread pro- 
tests by her supporters. 

More than 400 members 
of Ms. Jayalalitha's ethnic- 
Tamil Aiadmk Party were 
arrested as they took to the 
streets of major towns to 
denounce her arrest, domes- 
tic news agencies said. 

Aiadmk activists squatted 
on a busy road in the temple 
town ot Madurai, disrupting 
traffic. A state-run bus was 
set on fire at Valayankulam 
town, and several buses 
were stoned elsewhere. 

At Karor, her constituen- 
cy, Ms. Jayalalitha's sup- 
porters threw rocks at pass- 
ing vehicles and set up road 
blocks, paralysing traffic. 
Many shops closed down 
•uuid tension in Madras, the 
state capital. 

“We are expecting a lot of 
trouble,” a police officer 
told AFP. 

Mr. Jayalalitha. who was 
chief minister of Tamil Na- 
du for five years until May, 
called her arrest a vendetta 
by the state government, 
which is controlled by a 
rival Tamil party. 


“It is political victimisa- 
tion and nothing else.” a 
defiant Ms. Jayalalitha. sur- 
rounded by hordes of jour- 
nalists and police, told 
reporters before appearing 
before Judge Ramamurthv. 

The convent-educated Ja- 
^alalitha. who always wears 
a bulletproof vest for public 
engagements, has been ac- 
cused of salting away mil- 
lions of dollars with the 
help of a woman confidant 
who was jailed earlier. 

At least six cases of cor- 
ruption have been filed 
against Ms. Jayalalitha. 

Saturday's arrest follows 
charges that she allegedly 
made S4.2 million in a pur- 
chase of 45.302 colour tel* 

vision sets for villages in 
July 1955. She has denied 
the charges. 

There was high drama as a 
team of police officers 
drove to her residence to 
arrest her. A large number of 

policemen were deployed in 

the area to thwart violent 
interference by her support. 


Grozny 

airport 


reopens 
to civilian 


flights 


MOSCOW (R) — A civil- 
. ian airliner landed at the 
main airport in the capital 
of breakaway Chechenya - 
Friday, the first since . 
Russia’s decision to pull 
out its troops last August. 

Russia's commercial. 
NTV television boarded 
the TU-134's flight from 
Moscow to Grozny. “It is a 
historic day,” the commen- 
tator said, adding that the 
city's Severny Airport had, 
been renamed after a Che- ■ 
chen independence hero. 

The airport in Grozny 
had been closed to civilian 
flights for months while 
Chechen rebels battled 
with soldiers sent there by 
Moscow to crush the Cau- 
casus region's indepen- 
dence bid. 

But an August agreement 
brought 21 months of fight- 
ing to an end and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin said 
last month he would with- 
draw the Russian troops, 
many of whom have been 
based at the airport, by 
January. - 

NTV said the small pas- 
senger plane, operated by 
Donavia, nearly had to 
seek another landing site 
when the pilots could not 
make radio communication 
with the Chechen airport. 
NTV said power supplies 
at the airport were switched 
on just on time. 

Interfax News Agency 
quoted a senior airline offi- 
cial as saying that the air- 
line planned seven flights a 
week between Moscow 
and Grozny. Meanwhile, a 
controversial business ty- 
coon who has joined Rus- 
sia’s efforts to end fighting 
in rebel Chechenya . sajd 
Friday that. Moscow, ap- 
peared finally to have won 
the trust of die rebel lead- 
ers. 

Boris Berezovsky, who 
completed his rise from car 
dealer to Kremlin politi- 
cian in October, indicated 
after his latest mission to 
Chechenya that the chan- 
ces of a lasting peace were 
better than at any rime 
since the conflict flared 
two years ago. 

“I feel that the Chechen 
leaders now have much 
more trust in Russia and 
the federal government, g 
and it already helps us a 
lot. Mr. Berezovsky, 50, 
told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

Mr. Berezovsky, the de- 
puty secretary of President 
Boris Yeltsin's influential 
Security Council, struck an 
optimistic note one day 
after returning from Che- 
chenya. 

He said the trip, accom- 
panying Security Council 
Secretary Ivan Rybkiri, bad 
been crowned by the open- 
ing of Grozny's airport for 
the first regular civilian 
flights for months and the 
installation of a satellite 
telephone system. 

“I think that in a very 
short time, every citizen of 
Chechenya will feel the re- 
sult of the peace process in 
his home,” Mr. Berezovsky - 
said. 

The many people made, 
homeless in almost 21 
months of fighting are less 
optimistic. Despite a peace 
deni signed on Aug. 31, 
they remain bitter after the 
deaths of tens of thousands 
of ■ people, most of them 
civilians. 

Russian bombing raids 
have destroyed many buil- 
dings, road and rail - links 
are badly in need of repair 
and reconstruction work . 7 
has hardly even begun. 

Mr. Berezovsky said the 
Russian government had 
made many mistakes dur- 
ing the fighting. 

But he defended Mir 
Yeltsin and suggested the . 
reason for the separatists' 
new trust was the presi- 
dent’s announcement last 
month that he was wilt ... 
drawing the 'last .of the- 
froops which he sent to the ® 
mountainous southern- 
region on Dec. ll r 1994. ; 

‘‘For the First time, this 
was a step which was not - 
taken under pressure," Mt 
Berezovsky said. ~ 
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Rescue workers with .sniffer dogs search for survivors at the mountain village of Olani, central Japan, near one of 
ri a the 1998 Nagano Winter Olympics skiing slopes Saturduj. A mudslide tore through a steep river valley Friday 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Rescue 
workers recovered the bod- 
ies of at least six people 
engulfed by mudslides at 
construction sites in moun- 
tainous central Japan, while 
another eight are missing 
and feared dead, police said. 

One body was found as 
far as 800 metres away from 
where the person had been 
working, raising fears that 
those missing may have 
been carried long distances 
by the flood of earth, a 
police spokesman said. 

Rescue work continued at 
a snail's pace, as minor 
slides had occasionally sus- 
pended operations, he said. 

“Police helicopters ore ho- 
vering above the accident 
iite' to .watch for signs -of 
secondary *• disasters," * : hfc 
said. s| ' 

Rescue workers dlig 
through the night and into 
the day in freezing condi- 
tions' following mudslides at 
two construction sites near 
the village of Otari in Na- 
gano Prefecture mid-morn- 
ing Friday. 

The police spokesman 
said the bodies of five men 
and one woman had been 
recovered. 


Still mining were eight 
people from the sites, locat- 
ed in the snow-covered 
Hime River Valley on the 
National Highway! 220 ki- 
lometres northw'est of Tok- 
yu. 

An estimated 100,000 cu- 
bic metres of mud, sand and 
rock buried the two sites, 
leaving 46 survivors strand- 
ed until Friday night. 

The site of the accident is 
about 18 kilometres Jistant 
and in the same valley as 
Hakuba village, where die 
Nordic skiing, downhill ski- 
ing and ski -jump events of 
next year’s Nagano Winter 
Olympic Games are sched- 
uled to be held. 

Norihiko Ijima. informa- 
tion officer for the Nagano 
Olympic Committee, said: 
“The ground conditions (at 
Hakuba) are quite different 
from Otari. 

“Nobody is worried about 
something like this happen- 
ing to the games.” 

The police spokesman 
said eight people were also 
injured in the slides, adding 
they were taken to a nearby 
hospital to be treated for un- 
specified injuries. 

Police said one mudslide 


hit the site of a dam and 
bridge project, burying 11 
people, while another struck 
about one kilometre away, 
where workers were repair- 
ing a retaining wall dam- 
aged during heavy rains in 
July last year, engulfing 
three women. 

“I heard a big hang and 
they were swept away by 
the mudslide in less than a 
second" one worker who 
escaped the accident was 
quoted as saying by (he 
Kyodo News Agency. 

Reports from the area said 
the mudslides were 100 me- 
tres wide and 20 metres 
deep. Television footage 
showed toppled cranes, 
twisted metal and buried 
trucks in ,a sea qf mud, dip! 
rock. 

Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoro ordered the mil- 
itary Friday to send troops 
10 assist local police and fire 
fighters with rescue efforts. 

The police spokesman 
said 1,390 rescue workers, 
including about 200 sol- 
diers, were Saturday dig- 
ging through debris in free- 
zing temperatures. 

Dogs were also brought in 
to help u'ith the search for 


survivors or bodies, reports 
said. 

The spokesman said res- 
cue work was halted at one 
stage for nearly two hours 
because of fears of further 
mudslides. 

'fhe uncle of 35-year-old 
Yasukatsu Kodaniu, one of 
those killed, told Jiji Press: 
“1 was worried because 
Yasukatsu often used to say 
this was a dangerous place." 

Hideaki Murui, a profes- 
sor at Niigata University 
and one of two experts dis- 
patched to the scene, told 
National Television that 
mud left over from last 
year’s heavy rains had been 
“in an unstable position 
where a large amount of 
water n»yjd .nigger, a mud- 
slide.)’.: 

pQjj.CC said the area had 
been blanketed by heavy- 
snow Wednesday, then 
drenched with heavy rains 
Thursday. 

Construction Ministry of- 
ficials were quoted by Ja- 
panese media as saying no 
mudslide warnings had 
been issued for the area, as 
the level of precipitation 
had not reached the alert 
level. 


Algeria’s new constitution signed into law 


Paris (R) — Algerian Pre- 
sident Liamine Zerouai Sa- 
turday signed into law con- 
stitutional reforms which 
ban political parties based 
on religion or language and 
aim to help end five years of 
bloodshed. 

The official Algerian 
News Agency (APS), quot- 
ing a 'statement from the 
presidency, said Mr. Zer- 
oual signed the decree to 
promulgate, the reforms 
approved in a referendum 
last month. 

The main changes extend 
.the president’s powers, 
allow political parties but 
ban those based on religion 
and language, limit the 
president" to two five-year 
terms, apd confirm Islam as 
the state religion. 

Mr. Zerouai acted one day 
after Algerian security for- 
ces said “a group of terror- 
ists"' — Algerian official 
language for Muslim funda- 


mentalists — had killed 19 
people in a night raid on an 
isolated community in 
Blida province, south of the 
capital. 

The attack was the second 
in two nights, and brought to 
29 the number of civilians 
killed in the latest upsurge of 
violence. The security forces’ 
terminology indicated the 
civilians had died by having 
their throau. cut. 

About 60,000 people have 
been killed in Algeria’s con- 
flict which erupted after the 
January 1 992 cancellation 
of a general election in 
which Islamic fundamental- 
ists had taken a command- 
ing lead. 

Mr. Zerouai. appointed 
head of stale in January’ 
1994 and elected as presi- 
dent in November 1995 in 
Algeria’s first multi-candi- 
date presidential poll, has 
promised a general election 
will be held early next year. 


Early this week, Mr. Zer- 
ouai told judges at the open- 
ing of the judicial year. “In 
approving the constitutional 
revision project... the Alge- 
rian people have reaffirmed 
with force their own convic- 
tions ro wards all those who 
doubt their capacity and 
determination to overcome 
the crisis..." 

Official results for the ref- 
erendum showed turnout at 
79.78 per cent of the 16.4 
m i 1 1 ion reg islered voters. 
Some 10.7 million, or 84.60 
per cent, approved the 
changed constitution. 

Algerian authorities said 
the referendum, under light 
security, was free of violence. 
Independent newspapers said 
at least 26 people died in 
bombings and other attacks. 

Since early November, 
despite tight censorship in 
Algeria, at least 190 people 
have been reported killed in 
the conflict between Alge- 


rian security forces and 
Muslim fundamentalists, 
according to independent 
and other sources. 

The latest attacks fol- 
lowed a lull in raids on iso- 
lated communities since the 
Nov. 2S referendum. 

“Arm us. We cannot de- 
fend ourselves with our bare 
chests," villagers shouted at 
Solidarity Minister Rabea 
Mechernene when he visit- 
ed Ben-Sulah village after 
one November attack. 

Algeria’s Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) is suspected of 
being responsible for most 
of the attacks whose ruth- 
less ness has stunned even 
Algerians inured to violence 
after five years of conflict in 
which about 60,000 people 
have been killed. 

The GIA is thought to be 
behind the latest bomb at- 
tack in France this week in 
which three people were 
killed and 94 wounded. 


Burma says most protestors freed 


RANGOON i.R) — Bur- 
ma’s military government 
said most of the 264 protes- 
tors held at a demonstration 
near the University of Yan- 
gon (Rangoon) Saturday 
had been released. 

“Most of those held in the 
3 a.m. operarion have been 
released by this early after- 
noon and I would expect all 
of them to be freed by the 
end of the day." a spokes- 
man told Reuters. He did 
not give details of how ma- 
ny people had been freed. 

He said the government 
was still checking the iden- 
tities of some of those held 
at the Kyatkasan Ground, a 
former- racetrack, in central 

Rangoon. 

Soldiers and riot police 
rounded up students and 
other protestors after using 
water cannon and batons to 
end an 1 1-hour street protest 


in the capital just before 
dawn, witnesses said. 

The crackdown begun 
when troops and police 
rushed a group of students 
sitting at a junction near the 
University of Yangon (Ran- 
coonj who had refused to 
heed orders in disperse. 

On Monday, up to 2.000 
students from Yangon Uni- 
versity and Yangon Institute 
of Technology (Y1T) held 
the biggest street demon- 
stration seen in Rangoon 
since mass pro-democracy 
uprisings in September 
19S8. 

The 1988 uprising was 
crushed bv the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), leaving 
many dead and thousands 
more in jail. 

Before troops and police 
moved in early Saturday, 
the students were warned to 


disperse so authorities could 
sort out the “political agita- 
tors’’ from the protesters, 
witnesses said. 

Fire engines used water 
cannon for about 20 min- 
utes and police chased some 
students trying to flee, they 
added. 

Some protestors were 
struck with batons us they 
were put into vehicles and 
taken away. 

“We saw students at the 
centre of the junction being 
forced by water cannon to 
crouch face-down to the 
ground. Sonic were hit by 
flying stones," said one wit- 
ness near the scene. 

The students were deman- 
ding rights to organise inde- 
pendent unions on campus 
and us well as freedom fur 
about SO jailed student lead- 
ers. 

There has been no official 


comment on the group of 80 
students nr when they were 
being held. 

On Friday, the students 
said the protests were non- 
political and they had no 
contact with opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi or 
her National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party. 

Rangoon was calm Satur- 
day with most residents un- 
aware of the pre-dawn crack- 
down. But truckloads of 
armed security forces kept 
watch at several intersections 
near the university and Y1T 
about six kilometres away. 

For a lime, witnesses said, 
a government helicopter 
hovered over the troubled 
institute, which was shut for 
nearly iwu years following 
the 1988 uprisings. 

Police have blocked roads 
leading to Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
home since Tuesday. 


Uganda claims 3,000 Zaire troops 
have joined Ugandan guerrillas 


KASESE. Uganda tAFP) 
— At least 3,000 Zairean 
soldiers have joined up with 
the Zairean-based Ugandan 
Allied Democratic Forces 
(ADF) rebels after being 
routed by other rebels inside 
Zaire. Ugandan security 
sources said here. 

The sources said over- 
night Friday the Zairean 
soldiers had recently been 
chased from their bases in 
Beni. 50 kilometres west of 
the Ugandan border, by the 
Zairean Banvamulenge Tut- 
si rebels, who have been 
battling with Zairean forces 
for the control of eastern 
Zaire. 

The Zairean soldiers were 
now trying to join up with 
the rebels because they be- 
lieved Ugandan troops had 
helped the Banyamulenge 
take Beni a week ago, a 
claim Uganda has denied, 
the sources said. 

The ADF — a combina- 
tion of the fundamentalist 


Tabliq Muslim sect and re- 
mnants of the National Ar- 
my for the Liberation of 
Uganda (NALU) — invad- 
ed Uganda on Nov. 13 but 
were pushed back into Zaire 
by the Ugandan People’s 
Defence Forces 1 UPDF) af- 
ter one week of heavy fight- 
ing which left more than 
2CKJ rebels and 30 Ugandan 
troops dead. 

They attacked again 11 
days ago, but this time the 
Ugandan army pursued 
them across the border into 
Zaire. Many inhabitants on 
both sides of the border 
have been forced to flee to 
safer areas. 

On Friday afternoon, on 
the long road leading from 
the border, scattered groups 
of women trudged along, 
carrying their belongings on 
their backs. 

One woman told AFP she 
was fleeing her mountain 
home of Mitimusangu 
which, she said, was at- 


tacked by rebels early Fri- 
day. 

The woman said she had 
heard gunshots and rocket - 
propelled grenades and be- 
gan running when news 
reached them that their 
neighbours had been ab- 
ducted by the rebels. 

Bui the Ugandan military 
denied knowledge of any 
rebel attack, although they 
admitted that there was still 
a number of rebels, whom 
they referred to as "thugs.” 
in Uganda's Ruwenzori 
Mountains — better known 
as “Mountains of the 
Moon.” 

The ADF rebels, who 
have recently stepped up 
their abductions of people 
living near the border, kid- 
napped six more from a bor- 
der trading centre, adding to 
an estimated 400 people 
they have already seized 
and taken to their bases 
inside Zaire since the border 
war erupted on Nov. 1 3. 


This week alone. 28 ab- 
ducted Ugandan civilians 
escaped from captivity and 
crossed back into Uganda. 

“We are careful when we 
see people crossing into 
Uganda from Zaire. We 
watch to see if they have 
their hands up. to make sure 
they are not abducted peo- 
ple." a UPDF soldier told 
AFP. 

Meanw hile, the number of 
Zairean refugees in Kasese 
district continued to grow. 

At the last count. 600 had 
filed into Kasese to escape 
die ADF rebels, who are 
trying to recruit them into 
their ranks, and Zairean sol- 
diers fleeing from the North 
Kivu rebels. 

The Zairean refugees are 
currently slaying with fami- 
lies and friends, but Kase- 
se 's resident district com- 
missioner has warned them 
to either mo\e to refugee 
camps further inside Ugan- 
da. or return to Zaire. 


Sri Lanka 
military 
chiefs 
safe after 
air scare 

COLOMBO (R)— A mili- 
tary helicopter cany mg Sri 
Lanka’s deputy defence 
minister and army chief 
crash-landed in rebel terri- 
tory in the country’s north 
Saturday, but both men are 
safe, a military official 
said. 

The helicopter, with Mi- 
nister Anuruddha Ratwatte 
and army commander 
Lieutenant-General Rohan 
Daluwatte, came down in 
country controlled' by the 
separatist Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam north of 
the town of Vavuniya. 
about 220 kilometres from 
the capital Colombo. 

“It had crash-landed after 
experiencing mechanical 
trouble," the official told 
Reuters. 

Airborne troops rushed to 
the crash-landing site at 
remote Pompaimadu, 
ahead of the army’s front- 
line, and brought the min- 
ister and his party to Vavu- 
nia Air Force Base, mili- 
tary officials said. 

Sri Lankan President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga is 
tbe defence minister, but 
Gen. Ratwatte effectively 
controls day-to-day opera- 
tions. He is also irrigation, 
power and energy minister. 

Gen. Ratwatte and Gen. 
Daluwatte are widely cred- 
ited with the military's 
recent victories over the 
Tigers, including last De- 
cember’s recapture of the 
rebels' strategic northern 
stronghold of Jaffna. 

Gen. Ratwatte, popular 
with the troops, has a repu- 
tation for frequent visits to 
battle zones. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Ravinatha Ariyasinha 
told Reuters the men were 
safe and had returned to 
Colombo. 

“The deputy defence mi- 
nister's helicopter made an 
emergency landing. How- 
ever, he and all on board 
are safe. They were flown 
back to Colombo in the af- 
ternoon," he said. 

No further details were 
immediately available. 

The Sri Lankan govern- 
ment has been embroiled in 
an ethnic war since 1983 
against Tamil Tiger rebels 
demanding a separate 
homeland in the north and 
east of this predominantly 
Sinhalese Indian Ocean 
island. 


Taiwan minister leaves S. Africa early 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Taiwan Foreign Minister 
John Chang left South Af- 
rica Friday night. 24 hours 
earlier than scheduled. Fo- 
reign Ministry' spokesman 
Pieter Swanepoel said Sa- 
turday. 

Mr. Chang, who arrived in 
the country Tuesday in a bid 
to persuade Pretoria to go 
back on its decision to 
switch recognition from 
Taipei to Beijing, was seen 
off at Johannesburg Airport 
by Alfred Nzo. his South 
African counterpart, Mr. 
Swanepoel said. 

He added that the Taiwan 
embassy had said from the 
start that Mr. Chang might 
leave Friday. 

“We suppose he had fin- 
ished his itinerary and 
decided to head off rather 
than spend a.day of leisure 
in -South Africa," Me. 'Swap 
negoel said. “We had noth- 
ing official planned for him 
today (Saturday).” 

Mr. Chang had been ex- 
pected to spend Saturday at 
Sun City casino resort in 
north-west province before 


flying out of Johannesburg 
in the evening. 

Reports out of Taipei said 
Mr. Chang left South Africa 
for a neighbouring country 
to negotiate the establish- 
ment of diplomatic ties, but 
Mr. Swanepoel could not 
confirm this. 

“We have no idea of his 
travel plans,” he said. 

Taiwan embassy Press 
Secretary' John Lee con- 
firmed that the foreign min- 
ister had left the country* 
Friday but could shed no 
light on where he had gone. 

’To tell you the truth, I 
have no idea," Mr. Lee said. 

The leading Taiwanese 
daily, China Times Express, 
quoted unnamed sources as 
saying Mr. Chang had se- 
cretly left for an African 
country* which does not 
maintain official ties with 
Taipei. • 

The sources said "Mr. 
Chang’s destination was 
about four-io-five-hours 
flying time from South A f- 
rica.~ 

The mass-circulation Uni- 
ted Evening News also quo- 


ted unnamed sources as sa- 
>ing that Mr. Chang could 
be in Chad or Zambia for 
talks on possible establish- 
ment of formal ties with 
Taiwan. 

Vice Foreign Minister 
Chen Chien-Jen told repor- 
ters in Taipei he had no new 
information. 

“If there was a change in 
schedule, it should be made 
by the foreign minister in 
South Africa," he said. 

He said Mr. Chang was 
scheduled to return to Tai- 
pei Sunday, but he could 
not say for sure whether he 
would return as scheduled. 

While in South Africa, 
Mr. Chang announced that 
Taiwan was recalling its 
ambassador and suspending 
most of its bilateral cooper- 
ation agreements in retalia- 
tion for South Africa's deci- 
sion to cut ties from the end: 
of 1997. ' ’ ' 

On Fridayv- however, fie' 
urged businesses from his 
country to remain in South 
Africa while Taipei and 
Pretoria negotiated the sta- 
tus of future relations. 


Bangui violence spirals; U.N. evacuates 


BANGUI (R) — A former 
cabinet minister in Central 
African Republic and his 
son were abducted from 
home and murdered in gro- 
wing ethnic violence in the 
capital Bangui, a govern- 
ment minister said. 

With violence spiralling 
out of control, the United 
Nations evacuated its staff 
in Bangui to Ivory Coast 
Friday. An official from the 
U.N. refugee agency 
UNHCR said a chartered 
plane brought evacuees to 
Abidjan. 

“We are talking of about 
80 people from the whole 
U.N. system," the official 
added. 

Separately, officials in 
Brazzaville said 300 refu- 
gees, some armed, had 
crossed from Central Afri- 


can Republic into the north- 
ern Congolese town of Be- 
tou. The Central African 
Republic district across 
from Betou is the base of a 
rebel group opposed to the 
government in Bangui. 

France voiced backing for 
the elected Bangui govern- 
ment but said its troops 
based in the former colony 
under defence pacts would 
not help it combat soldiers 
who began a mutiny on 
Nov. 16." 

“France cannot be in- 
volved in the domestic 
political debate." President 
Jacques Chirac told a news 
conference at the end of a 
Franco- African summit in 
Burkina Faso. 

“French troops may only 
take part in maintaining 
order to avoid major abuses 


and protect foreign commu- 
nities,” he said. 

Public Service Minister 
David Dofara. head of the 
National Red Cross, told 
Reuters he had seen the 
bodies of former Interior 
Minister Christophe Gre- 
lombe and his son. who was 
not named. 

Witnesses said they had 
been seized by troops loyal 
to Mr. Patasse at dawn 
Thursday from their home 
close to the presidential pa- 
lace, which is guarded by 
loyalist soldiers backed by 
French troops based in 
Bangui. 

The bodies were found 
Thursday in an open field 
about two kilometres fur- 
ther away, said Mr. Dofora 
and other witnesses. 


Shuttle ends problematic voyage 

CAPE CANAVERAL Flo- 
rida (AFP) — The U.S. 
space shuttle Columbia en- 
ded a problem-plagued mis- 
sion Saturday, landing here 
after setting a flight dura- 
tion record for the orbiter 
programme. 

The shuttle touched down 
at 6:49 a.m. (1149 GMT), 
logging 17 days. 15 hours 
and 53 minutes aloft. The 
flight topped by roughly a 
day the previous shuttle 
record of 16 days, 21 hours 
and 48 minutes. 

Clouds and foggy weather 
at the southern landing site 
forced the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Adminis- 
tration (NASA) ro delay 
Columbia’s landing Thurs- 
day and Friday. The shunle 
blasted into space on Nov. 


19. 

Mission control officials 
ruled our an alternative lan- 
ding site, at Edwards Air 
Force Base in California, 
because of high winds there 
Friday. 

Columbia, the United 
Slates’ oldest space shuttle, 
has experienced a frustrat- 
ing series of glitches and 
delays during its 21st mis- 
sion. 

A few days before the 
scheduled Nov. S departure. 
Columbia’s five astronauts 
learned that liftoff had been 
delayed for at least a week 
to allow the NASA to check 
the shuttle's rockets. 

After two more delays 
caused by bad weather and 
the scheduled launch of the 
Allas-llA with Eutelsat’s 


Hot Bird-2 satellite aboard. 
Columbia finally blasted off 
on Nov. 19. 

Two days later, the astro- 
nauts had a scare when they 
launched Wake Shield Fa- 
cility, one of two satellites 
scheduled for release dur- 
ing their mission. 

After its release, the two- 
tonne satellite came to with- 
in three metres of the shut- 
tle, five metres closer than 
expected. 

Another glitch occurred 
when astronauts 1 ammy 
Jemigan and Tom Jones 
were unable to open a hatch 
to begin a six-hour space- 
walk. They had been sched- 
uled to work with equip- 
ment for use in the con- 
struction of the future space 
station Alpha. 


U.S. sees Pakistan government tougher on Taleban 


WASHINGTON (R) — Pakistan’s new caretaker govern- 
ment is more critical than its predecessor of the Islamic fun- 
damentalist Taleban movement which has seized control of 
most of Afghanistan, U.S. officials said Friday. 

They were speaking after what the State Department 
described as good conversations between U.S. Secretary' of 
State Warren Christopher and Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Sahibznda Yaqoob Khan on Afghanistan and other issues. 

"I think in general the new interim Pakistani government 
seems to be more critical of some of the Taleban practices, 
and are open about it,” said one Slate Department official 


who asked not ro be identified. 

“Certainly (it) is following a policy which we believe is 
consistent with our own, which is: don't stoke the fires, 
don’t try to encourage further violence in Afghanistan, try 
to encourage peaceful discussion of the problem." 

The ousted Pakistani government of Benazir Bhutto has 
been widely reported to have backed Taleban. which cap- 
tured some two thirds of Afghanistan in September, includ- 
ing the capital Kabul, but has failed to gain control of the 
whole country. 
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Effort to reconcile nation 

HIS MAJESTY’ King Hussein's current visit to 
tbe United Arab Emirates (UAE) and bis talks 
with UAE President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan break new grounds in Jordan's quest 
for better relations with the Arab Gulf states in 
general and the UAE in particular. The visit is 
the first of its kind by the King since 1990, when 
Jordanian-Gulf relations were strained over the 
Kingdom's -position on the 1990-1991 Gulf crisis 
and war that was triggered by Iraq's Invasion of 
Kuwait. Jordan has since been seeking to rectify 
the misreading of its posture during the crisis 
and its effort has been lately bearing fruit. 

The King's efforts to present Jordan's case in 
its truest colours took him to several Arab capi- i 
tals in the region, including Riyadh, Muscat, 
Doha and Bahrain. His Majesty's trip to the UAE 
to attend celebrations marking its silver jubilee 
and the anniversary of Sheikh Zayed 's assump- 
tion of his constitutional powers has to be seen as 
part of the continued efforts to reconstruct 
bridges between the Kingdom and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) in which the UAE 
is playing a pivotal role. Abu Dhabi has been for 
months calling for a heeling of wounds between 
Baghdad and the rest of the Arab Golf capitals as 
a prelude to the eventual reintegration of Iraq 
into the Arab fold. Qatar has also been calling 
for an end to the suffering of the Iraqi people by 
lifting the crippling and indiscriminate sanctions 
against Iraq. 

The King's talks with the UAE leader follow 
talks he had with Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad A1 Sahaf. The Jordanian-Iraqi talks 
came In the wake of the application of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 986 that would allow 
Baghdad to export some of its oil in order to 
import critically needed food and medicine. 
Jordan has always called for measures to allevi- 
ate the sufferings of the Iraqi people who were 
never responsible for the derisions that led to the 
Gulf crisis in 1990 in the first place. 

While it is still premature to talk about a reha- 
bilitation of Iraq, which obviously cannot be 
done before the U.S. administration makes its 
position clear on the matter, Jordan and the 
other Gulf states, mainly Oman, Qatar and the 
UAE. can certainly influence the course of events 
in the wider Mideast region by forging common 
stands aimed at serving the interests of all coun- 
tries of the area. Iraq, of course, has to do its 
share in augmenting this effort- Not only does it 
have to abide by all U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions, it also has to change its posture, and 
start a new chapter in its relations with its neigh- 
bours. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE APPOINTMENT of Madeleine Albright as the 
first woman American secretary of state is considered a 
success for women in the United States where they con- 
tinue to struggle for equality with men. said Munes 
Razza z. a writer for AI Ra'i. Saturday. But the problem 
of the new secretary’ of state is that she does not differ- 
entiate between the oppressor and the oppressed 
because, in her view, the Jews are persecuted by the 
Palestinians, the United States is facing oppression 
from iraq and the Europeans are subjugated by the 
African nations, he said. Thus. Ms. Albright's appoint- 
ment does not give us cause for optimism with regard 
to the future of the Middle East peace process, he 
added. Having assumed the posr of secretary of state of 
the largest empire in history. Ms. Albright is not expect- 
ed to ease the starvation of the Iraqi people by relaxing 
the sanctions on Iraq and so. although her appointment 
might be considered as a gain for women around the 
world, she is a cause of suffering for women and chil- 
dren in Iraq and a peril to humanity, charged the writer. 
He sard Ms. Albright’s behaviour as America's U.N. 
ambassador depicted her as evil and instrumental in 
causing further sufferings to the oppressed. 

A WRITER for AI Ra'i considered a call by AI 
Mustakbal political party for a general congress of all 
political parties in the Arab World, to be held in 
Amman, as a last resort for the drowning Arab Nation. 
Perhaps this call will find favourable response with var- 
ious political groups that would meet here and discuss 
ways .of salvaging the Arab Nation from demise, said 
Sultan Hattab. The Arab countries are at a loss because 
their regimes lack the political will to take steps 
to wards ^achieving solidarity and mending fences with 
each other, he pointed out. Despite their apparent weak- 
ness and lack of coordination among themselves, the 
political groups in the Arab World might be able to do 
something to unite the masses of the Arab World and 
bridge the gap that has separated them so far. said the 
writer. Theldea of holding a congress for all Arab par- 
lies. he said, should be encouraged and backed by all 
means, especially as the projected meeting is to take 
place in Jordan, a country char has started to enjoy plu- 
ralism and respect for human rights, thus creating an 
opportune atmosphere for the meeting's success. 


CB J encourages dinar utilisation in economy 


THE JORDANIAN government did everything it could to 
enhance the benefit" of the Jordanian dinar as a saving 
instrument not only in Jordan but also in the Palestinian 
territories. 

The most effective and costly measure was the draining 
of liquidity from the market through the issuance by the 
Central Bonk of Jordan (CBJi of certificate of deposits 
(CDs) denominated in dinars in order to reduce supply of, 
and increase demand on the dinar. 

This measure required raising interest rates on the CDs 
to 9.35 and 9.5 per cent, even though the exchange rate of 
the dinar is pegged to the dollar which does not earn more 
than 5 per cent interest, leaving a net advantage in favour 
of the dinar of around 4.5 per cent per annum. 

in Jordan, only the dollar is competing with the dinar. 
The dollar deposits have been grown steadily, reaching the 
level of 40 per cent of all deposits in the Jordanian bank- 
ing system. The Central Bank was obliged to take action in 
order to halt the “dollarisation” of the economy. It came up 
with new measures, especially the imposition of a 14 per 
cent cash reserve without interest on all dollar deposits, 
instead of the previous 35 per cent, but with full interest. 
This step was supposed to further reduce the attraction 
towards the dollar and enhance favouring the dinar, with a 
5 per cent per annum interest, which was meant to con- 
vince many to switch back to dinar-denominated assets. 


In Palestine, the competition is not only with the 
American dollar but with the Israeli shekel as well. It was 
noticed that the dinar has been in retreat lately. The share 
of dinars in the overall deposits in Jordanian banks operar- 
ing in the West Bank and Gaza dropped from 77 per cent 
at the end of 1994 to 55 per cent at the end of 1995, to 40 
per cent by the middle of 1996, i.e.. around JD 400 mil- 
lion. 

It in possible that the reduction of dinar holdings in 
favour of dollars in the Palestinian territories is not totally 
caused by shifting dinar deposits to dollars. One other rea- 
son may be transfer of dinar deposits from banks in the 
West Bank to banks in Jordan, especially when it became 
evident that - the peace process on die Palestinian track was 
not going well, and the uncertainty regarding the future of 
a Palestinian state. 

It is worth mentioning here that the tight monetary mea- 
sures applied by the CBJ were not meant solely to support 
the dinar and enhance its appeal: they were also called for 
because of other objectives, such as curbing aggregate 
demand, reducing imports and serving us a balance of pay- 
ments instrument. An increase in dinar supplies would 
reflect negatively on CBJ foreign exchange reserves. 

The central bank's monetary policy is so tight and effec- 
tive that money supply was down last September by 12.3 
per cent in comparison to the same month the previous 


vear, a first time occurence in Jordan, w i comm >ndable 
now when inflation is running at around 6 per cent and 
GDP 7s -rowing at 5 par cem. which suggests tot the 
economy^ operating afa level of liqu.d.ty whrch is 21.2 

^nolhc^sslble explanation for the Mine inmorgt 
supply is the gradual redemption of dinars in the West 

Bank. 


CORRECTION 

In ntv article last Sunday. I erroneously stated that the ratc 

of unemployment in Jordan stands at /. 7 per 

fact this represents the unemployed relative to all those 

between 15 and 75 years of age. . 

However, the rate of unemployment relative tome labour 
force is 17.1 per cent . Labour force is the sum of those who 
are actually employed < 36.S per cent I and those who are 
looking for jobs (7.7 per cent), i.e.. 44.5 per cent of the 
above-age category. 

Using this proper method and based on the sur\’ey, 1 con- 
clude that unemployment in Jordan is actually 15 per cent 
among males and 27.3 percent among females, an overall 
average of 17. 1. 


vince many to switch back to dinar-denominated assets. per cent in comparison to the same month the previous average of 17.1. 

Newswoman of courage cuts through the lies 

By Robert Fisk somehow get divine protec- anything!” no means to check, so they both inspiring and deeply International had said th 

— i: I u, .,„,i ^nmccinn tnenirino- same thine. The only new 


ALGIERS — Salima 
Ghezali dipped her slice of 
cake-like bread into the dish 
of “meshoui," a thick paste 
of iomato, peppers ' and 
onions which die waiter had 
brought to our table with a 
flourish when Algeria’s only 
female newspaper editor 
walked into his restaurant. 
She spoke quickly and qui- 
etly but with immense elo- 
quence and courage. 
Journalists here are a dying 
breed — 69 have so far been 
shot, had their throats cut or 
been tortured to death — 
but Ms. Ghezali could not 
be more alive, her words as 
sharp as razor blades, her 
humour as cutting os a 
knife. 

Was she afraid, we ask? 
She nods at us brightly. 
“Almost all the time. Some 
days I forget to be afraid. 
Today? I was afraid all last 
night but this morning I 
woke up and the weather 
was beautiful and every- 
thing was OK. Sometimes I 
try to convince myself that 
I’m a good Muslim so that I 


By G wynne Dyer 

TAKE A Honda Civic, 
shrink it a bit. and give it a 
tougher, simpler suspen- 
sion. Then take out the air- 
bags. anti-lock brakes, 
heaters and rear-window 
defrosters, but add an extra 
air-conditioning vent in the 
back seat. And what do you 
get? You get. the Honda 
City — which is not. 
Honda's publicity people 
insist, an “Asia car." 

But it is built in Thailand, 
and it is priced to sell to the 
emerging middle classes of 
the booming Asian mar- 
kets. Do not call it an “Asia 
cur.” or they will think they 
are being short-changed, 
but that is what it is. And 
everybody's getting in on 
the act: Fiat's producing 
the Palio. Ford is bringing 
out the KA. and all three 
South Korean car makers 
are working on stripped- 
down but good-looking 
models to sell all around 
what used to be the Third 
World. 

First the good news, then 
the bad. The good news is 
that the globaf explosion in 
the car population has 
slowed down. From IS96 
to 1990. the number of cars 
is the world grew at an 
average of S per cent a 
year between 1950 and the 
present, it rose from just 50 
million to almost half a bil- 
lion. But now all the old 
industrial markets are near- 
ing saturation level, and 
through the ‘90s. growth is 
expected to average less 
than one per cent a year. 

The bad news, from the 
environmental perspective, 
is that this is just the lull 
before the real storm. 
Western Europe, North 
America and Japan may be 
sated, but now it is the rum 
of the billions in the newly 
industrialising countries. 
All over Asia and Latin 
America, huge new pro- 
duction capacity is going 
in. 

The output of cars in 


somehow get divine protec- 
tion. It's very irrational, the 
w r av we build our psycho- 
logical hopes. Sometimes 
there are days I phone my 
daughters or friends and we 
decide to say a prayer at the 
same time in the evening to 
create a kind of ‘wave.’ It's 
a game that’s both serious 
and non-serious. It’s com- 
pletely irrational to create 
rites of this type — to pre- 
vent us saying to ourselves 
‘it comes when it comes'.” 
It — sudden and frightful 
death — gets banished to 
the edge of our conversation 
as Ms. Ghezali. editor of the 
60,000 circulation weekly 
La Nation, studies the menu 
of cheese pastries and tradi- 
tional Algerian brique a 
I'oeuf pizzas. “I always 
have trouble deciding what 
to eat." she says suddenly. 
“The problem of making 
decisions begins when you 
are raised in a country 
where you have no choice 
about anything. My friends 
have the same problem — 
they have made political 
decisions but when faced 
wirh choices, they can’t do 


anything!" 

Ms. Ghezali laughs at her 
own joke, a shake of the 
head turning the long red 
hair on her shoulders. A 
divorced mother of two. she 
was a schoolteacher in the 
wild Miridja hills before 
turning to journalism. She 
has been editor in chief of 
her liberal paper for two 
years. “Promotion comes, 
earlier in wartime than in 
peacetime.” she observes 
gently. 

“There are a lot of young 
people who could be good 
journalists in Algeria but 
they don't have the right 
training. They don't lie on 
purpose. But in a country 
like this, information is held 
exclusively by the authori- 
ties — and this gives them 
an extreme margin of 
manipulation that enables 
them to control the journal- 
ists and makes iheirt.Ji&tjin- 
cerely. A lot of journal jsts 
here are honest, respectable 
people but when they are 
told, for example, that a 
man has been killed by the 
Islamic Armed Group — the 
GIA — the journalists have 


no means to check, so they 
go ahead and say what they 
are rold." 

In the afternoon sunlight. 
Ms. Ghezali’s face clouds 
over. ‘There are terrible 
means of placing psycho- 
logical control on journal- 
ises here." she says. “At the 
beginning of the attacks on 
journalists and intellectuals, 
the security services provid- 
ed them with video-cas- 
settes which showed terror- 
ists torturing and assassinat- 
ing people, cutting their 
throats. I know these cas- 
settes exist but I don’t know 
where they ore. 

“The security' authorities 
claim that the terrorists 
made these cassettes to 
show their violence. But 
you can also see how it’s an 
excellent way for the 
authorities to impress the 
people who are the conduit 
for,, information — that is. 
the journalists. I- have spo- 
ken to some who have seen 
these cassettes — and after 
that when you say the word 
‘political dialogue.’ they 
think you are a monster." 

Talking to Ms. Ghezali is 


both inspiring and deeply 
depressing. Inspiring 

because of her bravery, 
depressing because of her 
pessimism and because 
there are not many Salima 
Ghezalis in Algeria. 

The winner of three inter- 
national press awards, 
including the International 
Press Club's prize awarded 
to her in Spain in July this 
year, her paper was tem- 
porarily closed by the gov- 
ernment a year ago. "We 
told our readers that the cir- 
cumstances for holding the 
presidential elections 
(which gave the presidency 
to General Liamine 
Zeroual) were not right. We 
said nothing would change. 
So they shut us down for 
two weeks. Unfortunately, 
we were right." 

Last March, the govern- 
ment closed La Nation 
again, this time for an article 
on Algerian human-rights 
violations. “The whole issue 
was seized. Two weeks 
later, we were banned again 
because of an article about 
the ‘self-defence* militias, 
even though Amnesty 


International had said the 
same thing. The only news 
that the regime lets through 
is news that’s in its favour. 
We can get scoops but we 
can’t print them. That's why 
we decided to publish' 
: analysis instead... but every- 
thing that's outside the sys- 
tem has already been swept 
away, and if a newspaper 
like La Nation can continue 
to exist, it’s because we are 
prepared as well to work 
within the system." 

After lunch, we drive La 
Nation’s editor to her office 
to collect this week’s edi- 
tion. through the crowded 
downtown streets with their 
eternal, watching- unsmiling 
men. “It's a job that’s intel- 
lectually very frustrating” 
she says. “On a weekly, you 
have to explain all the lies 
that have been told all week 
so-you can explain what you 
want to say. No one has ever 
called us in to discuss our 
line but we know what we 
can't write. It's complete 
self-censorship.” 

The Independent 


The golden age of cars 


India will more than dou- 
ble by 2000. The four 
largest car-makers in 
Brazil. Ford. General 
Motors. Volkswagen and 
Fiat, are all doubling their 
investment, and new man- 
ufacturers are crowding in. 
By 2010 China will be the 
world's third-largest car 
market, according to the 
State Information Centre, 
with annual demand run- 
ning at between 5.5 million 
and 6.5 million cars a year. 

Unless there is some 
drastic shift in public taste 
and values, we are heading 
for a world of one billion 
cars — and not too long 
afterwards, a world of two 
billion cars or more. 
Automobiles are still the 
most desirable single con- 
sumer article in the world, 
even in congested Asian 
cities like Bangkok where 
the traffic often moves 
slower than walking speed. 
When people get the 
money, they will buy the 
cars — even if the heavens 
fall. 

Will the heavens fall? 
And if they start to fall, 
what will we do about it? 

A couple of years ago. 
the Environmental and 
Forecasting Institute in 
Heidelberg. Germany cal- 
culated the lifetime envi- 
ronmental impact of a 
modem medium-size car 
— not a 1960s gas -guz- 
zling monster, but a ‘90s 
car that uses unleaded fuel, 
gets 10 km/litre, and has a 
catalytic converter. 

The numbers were 
impressive. Manufacturing 
such a car and driving it for 
10 years will dump 59.7 
tonnes of carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere. leave 
26.5 tonnes of waste to be 
disposed of somewhere, 
and produce 2.04 million 
cubic metres of polluted 
air. Now multiply those 
figures by one or two bil- 
lion, and’ you have some 
idea of the scale of the 
problem we will face in 
coming years. 


All this does not even 
count the direct human 
cost of driving cars. In 
Germany, the Heidelberg 
institute calculated, every 
1.000 cars built are respon- 
sible for 2.2 deaths, ten 
handicapped people, and 
over 125 serious injuries. 
And that is in Germany, 
where the fatality rate is 
only 6 people per billion 
kilometres driven. In 
Spain, it is 6 1 dead per bil- 
lion km. driven. In 
Ethiopia, there is one death 
a year for each 63 cars. 


“ The newly 
affluent con- 
sumers of Asia 
and Latin 
America have 
every bit as 
much right to 
pollute the plan- 
et as their 
cousins in the 
older industri- 
alised countries . 
Indeed , no force 
on earth will 
dissuade them 
from doing so 
— at least, not 
unless the sacri- 
fices are shared 
equally by new 
consumers and 
old alike ” 


Yet people will have their 
cars, and it is the Third 
World's turn. The newly 
affluent consumers of Asia 
and Latin America have 
every bit as much right to 
pollute the planet us their 


cousins in die older indus- 
trialised countries. Indeed, 
no force on earth will dis- 
suade them from doing so 
— at least, not unless the 
sacrifices are shared equal- 
ly by new consumers and 
old alike. 

Cars can be made less 
polluting, of course. Areas 
like the Los Angeles basin 
would already be death- 
traps if increased fuel effi- 
ciency and catalytic con- 
veners had not cancelled 
out the environmental 
impact of doubling the 
local car population since 
the 1960s. But the global 
problem is that the carbon 
dioxide and other green- 
house gasses produced by 
industrial societies are cre- 
ating the conditions for 
catastrophic changes in the 
world’s climate. 

Cars are a big part of the 
problem, and the fastest 
growing part. too. As their 
numbers mount, either they 
will have to become radi- 
cally less polluting — or 
we will have to" restrict 
their numbers of global 
agreement. 

Quantum improvements 
in car performance are nor 
unimaginable. For exam- 
ple. Amory Lovjns of the 
Rocky Mountain Institute, 
an energy think-tank near 
Aspen. Colorado, claims 
that it is now possible to 
build a “hyper-car.” using 
ultra-light carbon-fibre 
construction and the latest 
in hybrid-electric propul- 
sion. that would improve 
fuel efficiency between 
400 and 1 .000 per cent 
without paying major 
penalties in power, reliabil- 
ity or affordability. 

Maybe so. but all the new 
production capacity going 
on now will turn ouf mil- 
lions upon millions of 
quite conventional cars. 
And at some point in the 
next ten or fifteen years, 
when the first major cli- 
mate-related calamity hits, 
we will all find ourselves 
negotiating limits cm how- 


many of those cars the 
planet can afford. 

It will be a very interest- 
ing negotiation, with major 
new economic powers like 
India, China. Indonesia and 
Brazil refusing to curb their 
own consumers' lust for 
cars so long as per-capita 
car ownership in the older 
industrialised countries is 
still far higher. Rationing of 
car-ownership permits will 


be a distinct possibility, 
with the permits allocated 
either by competitive bid- 
ding (as is already the case 
in Singapore! or by pure 
lottery. 

Our love affair with the 
car is nowhere near its end, 
but in times to come we 
will look back on this era as 
the golden age of the auto- 
mobile. 


LETTERS 

Courtesy reply 

To the Editor: 

JORDAN IS advancing rapidly in the field of commu- 
nications. but rhe majority of citizens still have to resort 
to regular mail correspondence for their daily affairs 
For instance, when faced with a problem or having an 
idea, an Aqaba resident would first approach the local 
authority only to be told that because of centralisation 
he/she would need to contact a ministry in Amman. The 
time and the expense might just make it impossible to 
travel, so the only alternative is a letter 
Now, it does not seem to be in the nature of modem 
Jordanian way of conducting business to acknowledge 
reLeipt of correspondence or respond on a first 

action"u 3S J ,me dra °* b y- « ^ems any further 
tel ™ gathers dusf Corres P°" de "'- «■« original 

Common courtesy demands that at least some very 

the ma?l1^r P fhlT ackn0w ■' wlgemem card of receipt in 
he mad lest the keen correspondent is completely at a 
loss as to what, or when, to do next ' 

It is just not fair that this has become the expected 

re^dless Tt m t f akd0Wn of commVS - 

regardless of fax. telephone and the Internet, for the 

Cotnmunicaiion Pl hS‘ 0 to ^be* a° iwo™ **** services ' 
recipient S e ' lhe - v mus ' ^wered by the 

Paul Saint. 
Aqaba. 

front U^fadSon fiTT/ l * tter * aM contributions 
Letters intended fnr „ . object they wish to tackle. 

l ^er. should con- 

well. Names can hi Shelf P f erabl - V address % 
under special circnmwff H ° n - v upon request fflu? 
ing. The newwaner ;« Wcev ' ^ trers ar ? subject to edit - 
unused manuscripts responsible for the return of 
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Freedom of information 


By Alan Osborn 

COULD BRITAIN soon 
have a Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act, allowing iis citi- 
zens full legal rights to 
examine all the documents, 
notes and research papers 
that lie behind the decisions 
taken by government? 

It has become more likely 
following publication ol' a 
report by a committee of 
MPs from all panics on the 
subject of “open govern- 
ment" that concludes with 
an unambiguous cal! for 
such an act. The U.K. gov- 
ernment has already taken 
some clear steps towards 
the release of information 
with the introduction in 
1994 of a Code uf Practice 
on Access. Even lone-term 
critics acknow ledge thai the 
code has served' to make 
available some information 
that was previously with- 
held. 

But is it enough? Would 
not die government's pro- 
fessed belief in openness be 
even belter served by an act 
rather than by a code 
which, no matter how faith- 
fully observed, would still 
lack the teeth of legal com- 
mand? 

After a comprehensive 
investigation of the first two 
years' operations of the 
code, the House of Com- 
mons Select Committee on 
the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioner for Administration 
finds that while it has 
proved "an important step 
forward" and provided *‘a 
foundation on which it is 
possible to build,” the code 


has nui yet succeeded in 
bringing about the change 
m attitude among public 
servants that it feels is nec- 
essary for the public to put 
lull trust in its leaders and 
their officials. Accepting 
that there are arguments for 
and against a formal Act of 
Parliament to enshrine 
informal inn access rights in 
jegal form, the committee 
judged that “on balance the 
advantage lies in favour of 
legislation. We conclude 
that there should be a single 
Freedom of Information 
Act encompassing all 

access rights." 

The government has 

effectively reserved its 
position on this hold recom- 
mendation. In July, Roper 
Freeman, cabinet minister 
for public service, rold the 
committee that while the 
government accepted a 
number of relatively minor 
eitanges proposed by MPs, 
it would withhold a 
response in regard to "those 
recommendations which 
we believe could have 
implications for openness 
in government which go 
beyond the Code of Prac- 
tice. into the w idcr urea of 
ministerial responsibility.” 

In shurt, the government 
has not yet declared its 
hand on the ali-important 
question of a Freedom of 
Information Act, although 
Mr. Freeman insisted that 
ministers remained com- 
mitted to greater openness. 
Cabinet office officials 
recalled the government 
statement made when (he 
code was launched in July 


1993 that “people should 
have the freedom to make 
their own choices on the 
important mutters which 
affect their lives — infor- 
mation is a condition of that 
choice and provides a mea- 
sure of equality.” 

Then, it was felt (hat a 
code of Conduct would do 
the job. provided citizens’ - 
access was guaranteed by 
the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioner, more popularly 
known as the ombudsman. 
In effect, the ombudsman, 
William Reid, was given 
powers to call government 
departments to account for 
failure to supply informa- 
tion in accordance with the 
code that came into effect 
in April 1994. 

Mr. Reid was the chief 
witness at the committee’s 
hearings on the code, 
although the panel also took 
testimony from government 
officials, the Campaign for 
Freedom of Information 
and the Consumers’ Associ- 
ation among others. The 
MPs also looked at devel- 
opments in open govern- 
ment in Australia. Canada 
and New Zealand. 

Not unexpectedly, the 
committee found every wit- 
ness hi be in favour of free- 
dom of information, at least 
in principle. All agreed that 
increased knowledge of 
government records w'ould 
lead to greater accuracy and 
objectivity in personal files, 
improved decision-making 
by ministers and civil ser- 
vants and informed public 
debate on the issue of the 
day. 


But there hud to be limits, 
the MPs accepted. Individu- 
als had a right to privacy, 
companies should be 
allowed to keep commer- 
cial intelligence secret, 
ministers and others should 
be able to receive confiden- 
tial advice and opinion. 
These were all legitimate 
concerns. The question was 
where to strike a balance 
between them and the pub- 
lic’s right to know. While 
the code assumed that, for 
the first time, government 
information should be made 
available routinely to the 
public unless specified 
exemptions applied, the 
hearings found that this 
“sea-change in altitude” 
had nut yet got tltrough to 
public servants. 

Mr. Reid told the MPs 
that the onus was now on 
government departments 
“to persuade me that the 
withholding of information 
is justified, not on com- 
plaints to persuade me that 
it should be released.” This 
called for "a pretty 
immense attitude change 
within the public service — 
you’ve g»»i to change atti- 
tudes from one where 
secrecy is normal to one 
where openness is normal.” 

Little to commend 

The evidence of the first 
two years . of the code was 
that this was happening in 
only a very limited and 
arbitrary way. the commit- 
tee was told. The treasury 
was singled out for praise in 
the way it now released the 


in Britain — soon likely 


prctiuusK confidential 
minutes of regular meetings 
on monetary policy 
between the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and the gov- 
ernor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, but elsewhere there 
was little to commend. 

It was sirangc, the MPs 
found, that the number of 
requests made for informa- 
tion. apd appeals against 

refusals, had been so much 
lower than expected. In the 
first year of the code of 
practice just 2.000 requests 
for information and only 41 
complaints to rhe ombuds- 
man had been registered. 
The MPs were usiunished at 
this apparent indifference 
that contrasted striking!} 
with the interest shown in 
uther countries. 

Is it all a big bore for rhe 
British? Could it be that 
people in the U.K. simply 
are not that interested in 
examining the nuts and 
hi ills of official decision- 
making? Perhaps. but 
according to the committee 
it was more likely that the} 
simply did not know that 
they could if they wanted 
to. 

There had been, quite 
simply, an almost loud lack 
of publicity for the code, 
birth within government 
departments and among the 
public at large. The com- 
mittee noted that the code 
had been introduced with- 
out any fanfare whatsoever 
and that no money to speak 
of had been spent in 
informing the public of its 
existence. 

Both the lack of public 


awareness of the code and 
its failure to bring about a 
change in governmental 
culture from one of secrecy 
to one of openness could be 
overcome by the introduc- 
tion of a Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act. the committee 
found. Such a move would 
inevitably coat the whole 
issue in a blaze of publicity. 


“/s it all a big 
bore for the 
British? Could it 
be that people in 
the U.K . simply 
are not that 
interested in 
examining the 
nuts and bolts of 
official deci- 
sion-making?” 


This alone would not be 
enough to justify legisla- 
tion. But the committee 
found a more compelling 
reason, in the government's 
plan to remove from the 
ombudsman's jurisdiction 
ail requests for personal 
information w hich, it noted, 
account for a high propor- 
tion of requests in countries 
with Freedom of Informa- 
tion regimes. 

"To include personal 
information w ithin a priva- 


cy statute while retaining 
other access rights in a code 
is to pul ihe ombudsman 
and open government at a 
disadvantage" the MPs 
found. Complaints could 
always be overruled by pri- 
vacy considerations and "it 
is difficult always io judge 
where privacy considera- 
tions end and public interest 
considerations begin." they 
said. 

The recommendation for 
a Freedom of Information 
Act in Britain is central to 
the com mi nee's findings 
although it makes a number 
of less contentious sugges- 
tions that parliamentary 
officials believe the govern- 
ment could accept in princi- 
ple 

These include an end to 
the exemption of immigra- 
tion and nationality matters 
from the scope of the code: 
the release of basic docu- 
ments rather than a summa- 
ry or interpretation of them: 
the drafting of papers so as 
to allow for maximum dis- 
closure. and a "consider- 
able" increase in funds for 
publicising the code in gov- 
ernment departments and 
throughout the country . 

Government in Britain is 
far less secretive than it was 
ev en two or three years ago. 
People now are better 
informed about delibera- 
tions on interest rate policy 
than they are in any other 
country. The face, personal- 
ity and professional back- 
ground of Dame Stella 
Rimington. recently retired 
as director-general of the 
secret service agency, MI5. 


are familiar to countless 
newspaper readers — yet a 
few years ago no paper 
would have dared publish 
even her name. 

But in other ureas, secrecy 
is xiill closely guarded. Lil- 
lie is known in Britain 
about matters where lull 
information is taken lor 
granted in other countries: 
drug test results, nuclear 
site risk assessment, the 
results of inquiries into 
public safety, the fees paid 
to merchant bankers for 
government of work, for 
instance. 

The British are said to be 
reticent and private by 
nature and much of what is 
routinely exposed to the 
media elsewhere, such as 
the health and financial 
records of senior public ser- 
vants. would probably 
never even be sought in the 
U.K. 

Nevertheless, a poll last 

year for the Rountree 
Reform Trust suggested 
that 81 per cent of Briioiis 
wanted a Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act. indicating that 
a move to recast the right to 
access in cast-in >n legal 
lomi would win popular 
approval. 

This is now unlikely to 
happen before the next gen- 
eral election. But it seems 
clear that moves to open up 
still further die govern- 
ment’s inner councils to 
public gaze are slowly but 
surely gaining ground. 

Lvidrii Frews Sen ice 


Poland revives famed cavalry 


Diamond rush 
threatens Angola peace 


after 50 years 



A member of a Polish riding club takes to the saddle in the uniform of a World War II cavalry officer at an event 
near Warsaw promoting the planned revival of a horse-borne army unit to be used for ceremonial purposes. 
Poland's once-famed cavalry; scrapped by communist authorities 50 years ago, is about to ride again as the defence 
ministry has accepted an offer hy enthusiasts tu fund the horses, uniforms and training for 100 soldiers to form the 
new squadron (Reuter photo) 


By Lesley Wroughton 

Reuter 

LUCAPA. Angola — One of the 
major threats to lasting peace in 
Angola is wrangling over con- 
trol of the country's diamond 
fields, some of the richest on 
earth. 

The government is ill charge 
of ihe uii riches, but anarchy 
rules in the diamond-studded 
northeast, site of rich kimberlite 
pipes and good quality alluvial 
gemstones. 

Among those wanting a piece 
ot the action arc top government 
officials. military officers. 
UNITA former rebels, clandes- 
tine diggers or “garimpeiros" 
and illicit diamond buyers who 
drive expensive off-road vehi- 
cles tt'ith darkened windows. 

A peace pact was signed in 
Zambia's capital two years ago 
and fighting stopped he! ween 
the government and the rebels 
after nearly two decades of civil 
war. 

This month, rhe United 
Nations said it would start to 
wind down its 6.500-man peace- 
keeping operation, since the 
Angolan government and 
UN1TA were making good 
progress in implementing the 
terms of the Lusaka accord. 

By February next year, the 
U.N. mission could be gone. 

But there are still problems 
between Angola's former civil 
war foes. Both sides still hold 
on tightly to (heir diamond 
patches and private mining 
companies are caught in the 
middle. 

UNITA controls the gem-rich 
Cuango River valley in the west 
of Lunda Norte province as well 
as river banks to the cast. Its dia- 
mond areas bring in an estimat- 
ed 547U million each year and 
helped to pay ihe bills for their 
211-year guerrilla war. 

Government revenue from 
diamonds is not hull of that. 

Talks between UNITA and the 
state Endiama Diamond Com- 
pany have failed to find j settle- 
ment and the U.N. Has refused 
lo become involved, even 
though it is overseeing imple- 
mentation of the 1 994 peace 
accord which ended the war. 

Conflict will not be over until 
diamond problem is resolved 
‘ A formal contract with Endia- 
ma for a concession, worth mil- 
lions of dollars, is the first step. 

Next is taking control of (he 
site — evicting hundreds of 
heavily armed illegal diggers 
and keeping them out. 

This war will never be over 
until the government has 

resolved the problem with 
UNITA over the diamonds and 
then the problem still remains in 
keeping out illegal digger*." a 
mining official told Reuters- 
Alluvial diamonds are plenti- 
ful and excellent in quality, sell- 


ing for between S280 and S45U 
per carat. 

An illegal diamond digger can 
mala; $15,000 per month, in a 
country where the average per- 
son takes home around S40 
monthly. 

The penalty if caught is up to 
two years in jail. 

Government troops who pre- 
viously kept order arc now con- 
fined tu barracks in keeping 
with the terms of the peace 
accord, su mining companies 
are using private firms io secure 
their concessions. 

Angolan and South African 
security companies spent the 
past year securing concessions 
lor the state-owned Sociedade 
Mineiru Do Lucapa Ltd rSML) 
and British-based ITM Mining 
Company. 

Among the hazards are 
ambushes hy illegal diggers and 
landmines left over from two 
decades of war. 

Armed guards patrol on foot 
for hundreds uf kilometres 
around the concession. 

UNITA miners are busy on 
terraces on the banks of the Chi- 
capa River just a few hundred 
metres from ITM's operation 
and the company has asked the 
u.N. To help arrange a meeting 
with former rebel commanders 
to discuss security. 

UNITA driers fetching dia- 
monds from the riser bed are 
guarded by well-armed gunmen. 

Diamond firms recruit securi- 
ty guards to safeguard milling 
further east, on the Luu River, 
security guards watch over a 
concession lor Tricorp and its 
Canadian-based partner Dia- 
mond Works Ltd. formerly 
known as Carsons Gold, who 
ore to begin mining there soon. 

illegal diamond diggers have 
threatened io take over the cun- 
cession. one of the richest in 
Lunda None. 

“Our mission is to safeguard 
the area to ensure that mining 
activities can he conducted. In a 
year we have managed to sta- 
bilise the area and our clients 
have doubled their production," 
Gray Security's Andre 
Diedrichs said. 

His company recruits 
Angolan guard- with mililary 
training to survive ihe tough 
working conditions and thick 
bush. 

The settlement of Lucapa was 
, mended tu house just 20.000 
people, bul now over I0U.000 
live there. An wild WWll arc 
people displaced during the civil 
war. Tens of thousands more are 
illegal immigrants, mainly from 
Zaire and Senegal. 

Lucapa resembles a squaiter 
camp except for neat rows of 
homes for mining officials but 
roads IO Ihe town are si ill noi 
safe enough, so companies have 
10 fly in food and equipment. 


By Anthony Barker 
Reuter 

WARSAW — Poland’s 
renowned cavalry, which 
survived only in legend and 
song after the communists 
scrapped the lusi horse- 
borne regiments 50 years 
ago. is about to ride again. 

The cash-strapped 
defence ministry has 
accepted an offer from an 
association of enthusiasts 
io fund the mounts, uni- 
forms. training and equip- 
ment for 100 serving sol- 
diers to form a ceremonial 
unit of dashing ulan lancers 
by next year. 

The return of ihe horse 
has captured imaginations 
in a nation whose cavalry 
stamped its mark on Euro- 
pean history, smashing the 
Turks at Vienna in 1683, 
hammering die foes of 
Napoleon Bonaparte, and 
stemming a Bolshevik 
advance in 1920. 

'This will restore the liv- 
ing memory of our army's 
days of glory." said parlia- 
mentarian Piotr Chojnacki, 
vice-president of the eaval- 
ry squadron of the Polish 
Republic Association. 

"If the Polish army is 
known in world history, it is 
through the achievements 
of its riders.” he told 
Reuters during a gathering 
of the project's supporters 
at the army's Stara Milosna 
riding club near Warsaw. 

The cavalry played a 
highly- visible pan in Sep- 
tember 1939. when indus- 
trially-underdeveloped 
Poland, unaided by its 
allies, held out for nearly a 
month against German 
invasion while also being 
attacked by the Soviet 
Union. 

After World War II, 
Poland's new communist 
rulers, fearing the cavalry 
might remain loyal to pre- 
war ideals they linked with 
the gentry' class, echoed 
Nazi propaganda that the 
use of horses in 1939 had 
been a foolhardy, absurd 
relic of the past. 

The stereotype of sabre- 
waving horsemen crazily 
attacking German tanks is 
rejected by historians, who 
say there were only isolated 
cases of cavalry trying lo 
charge out of encirclement. 

“It is quite unreasonable 
to accept such incidents as 
evidence for the inad 
courage, or for the techni- 
cal incompetence of the 
Polish army as a whole." 
Britain's Norman Davies 
wrote in his history of 
Poland. "God’s play- 
ground". 


The army used horses for 
mobility in a landscape 
with few roads, w’hile fight- 
ing on foot with cannon and 
machine-guns, and 

although Poland sorely 
lacked mechanised armour 
and modern aircraft in 
1939, its deployment of 
cavalry was not absurd. 

But the communists dis- 
banded the last two regi- 
ments in 1946. 

"The farewell to cavalry 
was a huge drama for those 
officers," said association 
spokesman Stanislaw’ 
Ledochowski. 

Many Poles have contin- 
ued to ride for pleasure and 
sing old songs about young 
ulans — known as the 
"beautiful children" — 
courting village maidens or 
charging to glory. 

The idea of reforming a 
cavalry’ unit was first pro- 
posed to parliament in 
1976, during communist 
rule, without success. 

But even before the 1989 
fall of communism, Poland 
began replacing soviet- 
inspired military customs 
with its own, restoring the 
distinctive square uniform 
caps and endowing today's 
units with pre-war colours 
and traditions. 

Part of wider attempt to 
reclaim the past rhe limit- 
ed, symbolic return of cav- 
alry is part of this process, 
and of a wider attempt by 
Poland to reclaim its past. 

The army, urgently mod- 
ernising to prepare for nato 
membership due in 1999, is 
keen to avoid accusations 
of wasting scarce cash on 
fripperies and insists all 
costs will be met by the 
association, through per- 
sonal and corporate dona- 
tions. 

Defence ministry 

spokesman Eugeniusz 
Mleczak underlined that all 
the unit’s soldiers will get 
full anny training and be 
available for other military 
tasks. 

"The ministry is not pay- 
ing anything above Lhe cost 
of maintaining a soldier in 
any uther unit," he said. 

Asked whether horses 
might return to active, non- 
ceremonial service he 
declared: "Absolutely not 
— nowadays when we talk 
about cavalry we mean air- 
borne cavalry." 

Members of the associa- 
tion, grouping retired offi- 
cers, military riding clubs, 
sports riders and top politi- 
cians headed by its chair- 
man, Agriculture Minister 
Roman Jacielinski, also 
stress the practical benefits 


of the exercise. 

They sjv the squadron 
will promote sports riding 
and bixjxt the rural econo- 
my. as well as training 
future staff for services that 
still use horses, such as the 
police. 

One estimate puts the cost 
of the first 100 mounts with 
ail uniforms and equipment 
at about two million zlotys 
($700,000). Donations are 


said to be flowing in last. 

The soldiers will be 
picked in January and 
tough training, will partly 
be run by pre-war riding 
masters. 

Dark green 1 930s-stv !e 
uniforms, with square caps, 
high bouts and purple and 
white flashings, are being 
designed. 

The association hopes to 
hand over the squadron 


next year, maybe in time to 
take part in army day cere- 
monies on August 15. 

Advocates of the scheme 
point out that by reviving 
the cavalry, Poland is mere- 
ly joining Western coun- 
tries such as Britain and 
France which maintain 
such units for state cere- 
monies. 

But when lance pennants 
flutter and hooves clatter 


again in Warsaw’s squares, 
rebuilt from its total 
wartime destruction by the 
Nazis, the sight will have a 
special significance. 

"Poland had a thousand- 
year cavalry tradition.-And 
a country without its tradi- 
tions is no country." said 
association member Alek- 
sunder Bielak. 75. who 
joined the eavaliy at the age 
of 16 and fought in 1939.' 
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Iraq to resume oil sales amid 
seasonal peak in demand 


ABU DHABI (AFP"! — 
Iraq is to resume oil exports 
for the first time since its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait at 
a time when seasonal 
demand is climbing to its 
highest level and prices are 
on the verge of hitting a 12 - 
year high. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency INA said Friday 
that Baghdad would start 
pumping oil at 0500 GMT 
on Tuesday under an oil- 
for-food deal with the Unit- 
ed Nations allowing Iraq to 
sell $2 worth billion of oil 
every six months to buy 
food and medicines. 

The deal was first agreed 
in May, and had Iraq started 
exports in the summer 
when consumption is at its 
lowest level prices could 
well have fallen in response 
to the extra supplies. 

However, differences 
with the U.N. and the Unit- 
ed States delayed the 
implementation of the deal 
and kept prices firm. 

‘The resumption of Iraqi 
crude supplies at this time 
of the year will not have a 
strong impact on oil 


prices." an Abu Dhabi- 
based oil analyst said. 

“Demand is very high 
now and is set to peak in the 
first quarter (of 1997). It is 
projected to exceed 26 mil- 
lion barrels per day (bpd) " 
Oil prices on Friday held 
steady on the London mar- 
ket at more than $24 a bar- 
rel after the Iraqi announce- 
ment. 

At their meeting in Vien- 
na last month, the oil minis- 
ters of the 1 1 -nation Organ- 
isation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) re-admitted Iraq 
into the quota system by 
allocating it 1.3 million 
bpd, including its local con- 
sumption. 

But experts said the car- 
tel. which produces around 
40 per cent of the world’s 
total crude supplies, needed 
to cut- excess output to keep 
prices strong. They noted 
OPEC was producing near- 
ly one million bpd above its 
ceiling and that most of the 
surplus came from 
Venezuela and Nigeria. 

“There is a need to 
remove that surplus or pan 


of it from the market if 
OPEC wants to safeguard 
prices. Demand will be 
high in the first quarter (of 
1997) but Iraqi crude means 
OPEC’s supplies will sur- 
pass demand." an expert 
said. 

The quantities of Iraqi 
crude to reach the market 
depends on the oil price as 
they could increase if the 
price declines. But experts 
expect Baghdad to export 
between 600.000 and 
800.000 bpd in the first half 
of 1997! 

Iraq is the second biggest 
oil power in the world after 
Saudi Arabia, controlling 
more than 1 0 per cent of the 
global recoverable crude 
reserves. 

Its production exceeded 
three million bpd under 
OPEC’s quota agreements 
before the U.N. Security 
Council imposed crippling 
economic sanctions on 
Baghdad to punish it for its 
1990 invasion of neigh- 
bouring Kuwait. 

The absence of Iraq from 
the market combined with a 
sharp drop in the Western 


crude inventories this year 
to push up prices to their 
highest level since the oil 
boom of early 1980s. 

They have remained 
above OPEC's 521 target 
over the past few months 
and are set to average $20 
per barrel this year. 

While the boycott has 
meant a loss of more than 
Si 00 billion for Iraq in six 
years, it has benefiited 
Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf oil heavyweights. 

The oil earnings of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) — grouping Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait. Oman, 
Qatar. Bahrain ' and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — are projected to 
soar by nearly $12 billion 
to S90 billion in 1996, their 
highest level in nearly 13 
years, according to a UAE 
bank study. 

“This year is one of the 
best years for the Gulf oil 
producers. But with the 
resumption of Iraqi oil 
sales, the situation appears 
uncertain next year,” an oil 
expert said. 


Ministers arrive in Singapore 
for landmark world trade talks 


SINGAPORE ( AFP) — Min- 
isters began arriving here Sat- 
urday for a land marie meeting 
expected to lay the ground- 
work for a new round of glob- 
al trade liberalisation in the 
2 1st century, but contentious 
issues loom over the talks. 

The week-long inaugural 
ministerial meeting of the 
125-member World Trade 
Organisation fWTO). which 
starts Monday, is aimed at 
reviewing the progress of the 
two-year-old, Geueva-fesed 
global trade watchdog. ’ ■ 

Among the hii^-powered 
trade delegations scheduled to 
arrive Saturday were the 
French, British. Hong Kong. 
Taiwan and Sou* Korean 
teams. Thirty observer dele- 
gations. including WTO 
applicants China and Russia, 
were also coming to the min- 
isterial talks, to be held every 
two years. 

Singapore’s Trade and 
Industry Minister Yeo Cheow 
Tong said in a statement 
ahead of the talks that the 


main task was to “critically 
review” the implementation 
of the Uruguay Round (UR) 
of trade liberalisation talks 
which ended in 1994 and 
gave birth to the WTO. 

Mr. Yeo. who will chair die 
meeting, said “solid imple- 
mentation” of tiie UR com- 
mitments and timely execu- 
tion of a “built-in agenda” for 
negotiations on agriculture, 
services and other areas — 
-due before the end of the 
decade - 7 - would lay the 
groundwotk for a new global ■ 
round of trade talks around 
2000. 

He said the Singapore con- 
ference “would have achieved 
its purpose if it contributed 
significantly to laying this 
groundwork." 

But Mr. Yeo indicated that 
contentious issues could 
occupy much of the minis- 
ters’ time, and appealed for 
compromise and understand- 
ing. 

Negotiators for WTO mem- 
ber countries in Geneva failed 


last week to agree on the text 
of a policy declaration to be 
adopted in Singapore, leaving 
their ministers to work out 
their differences. 

WTO sources said the most 
difficult passages involved 
textiles, agriculture, social 
norms and new areas such as 
investment and competition. 

Western demands to 
enforce labour standards 
under a “social clause” as part 
of trade rules are expected to 
generate vigorous debate in 
Singapore. 

Developing countries, led 
by Asian nations, view this as 
an attempt to strip them of tiie 
advantages they enjoy from 
lower wages, while Western 
governments are under pres- 
sure to protect domestic jobs 
from cheaper competitors 
overseas. On Friday, 
international trade union lead- 
ers meeting in Singapore 
ahead of the WTO talks 
stepped up pressure for uni- 
versal labour rights to be writ- 
ten into trade rules. 



ACROSS 
1 Conclude one's 
case 

5 Middle East 
person 

9 Nick and Nora's 
pet 

13 Nobelist Wiesel 

14 Sulk 

1 5 Quoted as 
authority 

16 Stubborn 

18 Missed the mark 

19 Corroded 

20 Dull 

21 Saint — fire 
. 22 Groom's 

sidekick 

24 Revolutionary 
hero, Ethan 

25 Kinsman: abbr. 

26 Twain’s The 

■ Mysterious — " 
29 Did carpentry 
work 
32- Drive 

33 — mode 

34 Busy as — 

35 “ — Jose!" 

36 Stiffly formal 

37 Hyson 

38 More tender 

39 Fernando 

40 Dog from 
Norway 

42 Part of R.S.V.P. 

43 Projecting type 
parts 

44 Onion 

48 Annoying bugs 

49 Arch 

50 A Gabor 

51 Strainer 

52 Second 
lieutenant 

54 Look in disdain 

55 Step 

56 Anglo-Saxon, 
laborer 

57 "Sweeney — " 
(Sondheim play) 

58 Ripening factor 

59 Dregs 

DOWN 
l Treatment 
center cure, for 
• short 


1 

2 

3 

4 

13 




16 




19 



■ 

22 



• 


29 

30 

31 

34 



37 



40 




I 


148 


51 


54 


57 



by CF Murray 


2 Fill with joy 

3 Fathers 

4 Actor Danson 

5 Ethically 
neutral 

6 Violinist's 
purchase 

7 Copied 

8 Garden plot 

9 USAF 
contingent 

10 Use force 
against 

n Football props 
12 Do sums 
1 5 Last place 
17 Appointed 
21 “Crazy Legs" 
Hirsch 

23 Shoe insert 

24 Fragrance 

26 Planted 

27 Charles Lamb 

28 Bangs into 

29 Overfill 

'30 Fourth person 

31 Timid 

32 Daybreak times 
35 Parts of speech 
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36 Become boring 

38 Postal machine 

39 Rain forest vine 

41 Chucked 

42 Small boy 

44 Room 

45 Contract 

46 Sheeplike 


47 Yarns 

48 Football Hall-of- 
Famer. 
Marchetti 

49 Dance of old 

51 Dulles arrival 

52 Hot tub 

53 — Aviv 


Algeria 
privatises 
stores for 
$7.1 m 


PARIS (R) — Algeria’s 
state-run Entreprise Des 
Galeries d’Oran (EDGO) 
has sold four “supermar- 
ket-type shops” to Algeri- 
ans for a total of 390 mil- 
lion dinars ($7.1 million), 
the official Algerian news 
agency APS said on Satur- 
day. The agency said the 
four in the western city of 
vOran had been closed for 
more than a year because 
of financial problems. 

Bids for the shops were 
between 10 and 30 per cent 
higher than the offer price. 

They were among seven 
offered for sale by EDGO. 

Similar state-run enter- 
prises in eight other cities 
have offered a total of 37 
supermarkets for sale, APS 
said. “With this operation, 
Oran appears to have 
become the pioneer in pri- 
vatisation,” the agency 
said. 

“From 12 tourist hotels in 
different parts of the coun- 
try offered for sale in 1994 
and 1996 only the 
Cbateauneuf Hotel in Oran 
has found a buyer.” 


Gulf states urged to open 
bourses to foreigners 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Gulf Arab states should 
open up their stock mar- 
kets to foreign investors to 
attract capital needed for 
their privatisation pro- 
grammes, a prominent 
Gulf economist said on 
Saturday. 

Henry Assam, chief 
economist at the Saudi 
National Commercial 
Bank, said around $20 bil- 
lion were being siphoned 
out every year by expatri- 
ate workers in the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

“In order to accelerate 
the privatisation process 
and encourage capital 
\ inflow. Gulf states should 
consider opening up (heir 
stock markets to foreign- 


ers residing in the region 
as a first step then to for- 
eigners outside the 
region,” he wrote in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) daily Al Khaleej. 

“If Gulf states are able to 
provide investment chan- 
nels to those foreigners, 
then this will help keep at 
least part of those remit- 
tances." 

Oman and Bahrain are 
the only GCC countries 
that allow foreigners to 
own shares in their mar- 
kets but such ownership 
has remained restricted. 
Foreign investors are not 
permitted to trade in 
stocks in the other GCC 
members — Saudi Arabia. 
Qatar, Kuwait and the 
UAE. 


Most GCC states have 
embarked on reforms to 
revive their economies 
which have been hurt by 
lower oil export earnings. 
The reforms include pri- 
vatisations and improve- 
ment of investment taws. 

Mr. Azzam said direct 
foreign investment in the 
15-year-old Gulf econom- 
ic, political and defence 
alliance had remained rel- 
atively low. It stood at 
around S 1.2 billion in 
1995 compared with $ 1.6 
billion in 1994. 

Saudi Arabia. the 
world's top oil supplier, 
emerged as the biggest 
beneficiary. attracting 
nearly $S90 million in 
1995. 


Greenspan wants to deflate, 
not burst stock bubble 


WASHINGTON (R) — Fed- 
eral Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan could hardly have 
had more of an immediate 
impact on the world's skittish 
financial markets than if he 
had raised interest rates. 

By hinting that buoyant 
U-S. stock prices may be 
overheated. Mr. Greenspan 
triggered a worldwide rash to 
sell stocks, bonds and the dol- 
lar on fears that the high-fly- 
ing markets were beaded for a 
crash. 

But analysis said the centra] 
bank chief — arguably the 
most powerful financial offi- 
cial in the world — was not 
out to burst the stock-price 
bubble, just deflate it a bit Mn 
Greenspan was unlikely to 
raise interest rates soon, they 
said. 

“Greenspan wanted .tp taker 
some of the ;air out pf*_th^' 
stock market balloon,” said, 
David Jones, vice chairman of 
brokerage Aubrey G. Lanston 
and Co. “In no way did I 
sense that he was threatening 
to tighten, though he clearly 
was jawboning.” 

His timing, in some sense, 
could not have been better. 
Blue-chip stocks, which have 
jumped about 25 per cent this 
year, had shown signs of run- 
ning out of steam this week as 
investors cashed in some prof- 
its. 

The Dow' Jones industrial 
average tumbled more than 
140 points after Mr. 
Greenspan’s comments, but 
then the market stabilised It 
ended down 55 points at 
6.381.95. for a 0.86 per cent 
decline. 


The early drop on wall 
street followed steep sell-offs 
overnight in major markets 
from Tokyo to London. 

“I don’t think the Fed rais- 
ing rates would have triggered 
as much a reaction in Asia as 
this did.” said Cynthia Lana, 
of Massachusetts-based Con- 
sultants Dri/McGraw Hill. • 

In his speech on Thursday, 
Mr. Greenspan said the Fed 
must be wary when “irrational 
exuberance'' infects stock and 
other asset markets because 
that could end up hurting the 
economy. 

While he stopped short of 
commenting directly on 
recent stock market action, his 
remarks suggested that he was 
concerned — and were taken 
that way by Wall Street 

But it was not clear what the 
Fed djjefpou/d dq. other than 
talking, if he indeed felt stock 
prices were too high and 
headed for a crash that could 
hurt the economy. 

If tiie central bank raised 
interest rates to tty to cool off 
speculative fervour, it would 
risk triggering the very stock 
market meltdown it was seek- 
ing to avoid, analysts said. 

The Fed holds its next poli- 
cy-making meeting on Dec. 
17 and was widely expected 
to hold interest rates steady 
amid signs of moderate eco- 
nomic growth with steady 
inflation. 

That feeling was reinforced 
by news Friday that the unem- 
ployment rate rose to 5.4 per 
cent last month, from 5.2 per 
cent in October, as the number 
of new jobs created fell to 
1 18.000 from 224,000. 


Analysts said the jobs report 
helped quiet fears that a tight 
labour market would push up 
wages, forcing the central 
bank to reuse short-term rates 
in a bid to ward off inflation. 

Me Greenspan himself said 
on Thursday that inflation has 
been low. but added that its 
“future course remains uncer- 
tain.” 

Some Fed officials privately 
admitted they would feel 
more comfortable if stock 
prices were somewhat lower. 
But they showed no signs of 
wanting to do anything about 
it 

In fact. Fed officials’ public 
comments about the generally 
rosy outlook for the economy 
have if anything contributed 
to the euphoria on Wall Street 

“There is every reason why 
.the market should be exuber- 
anC said James Glassman. 
senior economist at Chase 
Securities, noting the Fed has 
signalled it’ felt that inflation 
was under control and the 
economy was sound 

In trying to come to terms 
with the stock market the Fed 
faces something of a dilem- 
ma. Higher stock prices are 
good for the economy 
because investors feel — and 
at least on paper are — richer 
and spend more. 

The danger Ls that if prices 
run up too high too fast that 
could lead to a collapse that 
would ripple through the 
economy. A sudden sell-off 
could push brokers into bank- 
ruptcy. sap consumer confi- 
dence and possibly even drive 
the economy into recession. 


Peanuts 


ON VETERANS UM 
ALWAYS THINK OF 
BILL MAULDIN.. 



BILL WA5 THE 6REATE5T 
CARTOON15TTO COME OUT 
OF WORLD WAR It... 

-^Sr 



VES, SIR! MANY A ROOT 
BEER WILL BE RAISED TO 
0L 1 BILL TODAY ! 


Andy Capp 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 8,1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: ("March 21 to 
April 19) See bigwigs 
socially today who 
appreciate your fine 
ents and will show 
how best to make 


can 

tai; 

yocr 

them 


to 


work to your advantage. 
Later this "evening you can 
get together with fellow 
associates and plan new 
ways for success. 
TAURUS: (April 20- 
May 20) Invite guests 
today who are most desir- 
able and - interesting .to 
you. Make the days ahead 
much brighter, by consult- 
ing with knowledgeable 
people and make you 
career activities more sue 
cessful for your loved 
ones. 

GEMINI: (May 21 
June 21) Take time today 
to ease the situation with, 
outside allies and then you 
can make real progress 
towards becoming pros- 
perous. Later this evening, 
will be good forgoing to a 
romantic spot with your 
mate. 

MOON CHILDREN 
(June 22 to July 21) Study 
into today whatever can 
bring you greater abun- 
dance in the days ahead 
and make your efforts " 
business activities more 
prosperous. Later this 
evening can be good 
you will relax with your 
loved ones at home. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) This is a good day 
today to get in touch with 
persons you admire and 
gain their advice and sup- 
port for die days ahead. 
Later tonight you can seek 
out knowledgeable people 
and make the best use of 
suggestions which are 
given. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Although 
you. are : very particular 
tScfey jabout . tieatnij^'tihiff 
detasfi this Ls a day to con- 
centrate on ’ big issues. 
Later this evening make 
the best of any advice of 
information which is pro- 
vided to make your career 
activities prosperous. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get out 
socially as much as you 
can today and be with 
charming persons who 
can give you good advice. 
Deepen relations later this 
evening which are impor- 
tant to you and the success 
which you are seeking. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Try to 
understand the sugges- 
tions today of influential 
people and then follow 
(hem for excellent results 
in the days ahead. Later 
this evening can be made 
successful if you are will- 
ing to act upon informa- 
tion for career activities. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) You can go after 
your wishes today with a 
good chance of gaining 
them. Avoid one who tells 
too many lies or you could 
get the wrong information 
which could put you in 
hot water with those in 
authority. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Januajy 20) Tins 
is a good day today' when 
your hunches can be most 
accurate, so be sure to rely 
on them as well as good 
judgment and you can 
realise your longterm 
goals. Later tonight make 
every effort to complete a 

new assignment 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
10 February 19) Situations 
arise which will help you 
to use outside events very 
much to your advantage at 
this time, so make the best 
of any benefits. Later 
tonight you can gpt 
together with close 
friends and have a won- 
derful time with them . ■■ 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You are able- 
today to add to present, 
activities and you can gain'; 
more success with ease/ 
Talk the days ahead over 
with allies and make-th&J 
most of any suggestions"- 
which are made to you by 1 
them and thereby, increase 
your income. 

Birthstone of Decanberi' 
Turquoise — Zircon. - 
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Tunisia central bank 
frees interest rates 


TUNIS (R) — The Centra! 
Bank of Tunisia said it has 
completed the liberalisation 
uf interest rates by elimi- 
noting with immediate 
effect the preferential inter- 
est rates for priority sectors 
of the economy such as 
agriculture, export indus- 
tries and small companies. 

“The liberalisation has 
also resulted in eliminating 
the rediscount procedure to 
the central bank and the 
chanelling of any refinanc- 


ing 10 the monetary mar- 
ket," a seniur official (old 
Reuters. 

Bankers welcomed the 
new measures saying that 
interest rates are now fully 
freed in Tunisia. 

"The new measures are 
able to introduce more 
competition between banks 
regarding the interest rate 
they offer to their clients," 
Ahmed Al Karam. vice- 
president of Amen Bank 
Amen.Tn told Reuters. 


A review of news from the Arabic press 

BaBMaamBsaasgaffigsa^ aa 

Jordan , Lebanon should launch 
joint tourism schemes — envoy 

** LEBANESE AMBASSADOR to Jordan William 
Habib said Jordan and Lebanon should start launching 
joint tourism promotion campaigns in a bid to increase 
the number of foreign tourists visiting the two countries. 
In a lecture organised by the Amman and Petra Rotary 
clubs, Mr. Habib said many tourists would be attracted 
by the idea of visiting more than one country in the 
region and hence joint tourism promotion programmes 
would surely contribute to increasing the number of 
tourists. If well exploited, he stressed, tourism can be the 
sector with the highest earnings in national economy. 

Mr. Habib commended Jordanian- Lebanese relations 
and said Jordan is considered one of Lebanon’s most 
important agricultural trade partners. He said the Jordan- 
ian industrial fair which concluded in Beirut last week 
was a clear evidence of Jordan’s keen interest to increase 
its share in the Lebanese market, noting that such fairs 
give the chance to traders from both countries to boost 
the trade balance. 

According to the ambassador, Jordan and Lebanon 
recently signed a trade protocol which will enhance the 
trade exchange (Al Ra’i). 

High taxes an impediment to 
growth of real estate sector 

** A DIRECTOR of a real estate agency described the 
Jordaniaa ; real estate market in Jordan as an excellent 
one, but said the high taxes and tariffs charged on trans- 
actions and ownership was an impediment to the growth 
of the sector. Abdullah Abu Smeik urged the land and 
survey department to limit the taxes and tariffs to give a 
boost to investors in the sector. (Al Aswaqj 

Cities and Villages Development 
Bank extends JD 160 m loans 

** SINCE ITS establishment in 1979, the Cities and Vil- 
lages Development Bank has extended JD 160 million in 
long-term loans for infrastructure and income-generating 
projects, according to the' bank's director general. 
Hamad Kasasbeh. Mr. Kasasbeh said since the beginning 
of this year till the end of November, the bank extended' 
JD 13.2 million in the form of long-term loans. The 
bank, he continued, aims to direct its loans to productive, 
income-generating projects that would raise the stan- 
dards of living in various parts of the Kingdom and help 
in tackling the problem of unemployment c Petra). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“I had a painful childhood. m 
O ur TV was black and white.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
b>r Henri Arnold and Mlk* Aiglflon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one toner to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


YANDD 


7 ^ 5 

□ 

□ 




WAI 

BLY 



r 

IE 

n 

□ 



DIAMER 


r m Si7^> 

_ 

J 


He's me sar 

my rest ecx 

m b 

WINNING THE 
RACE ON THE 
MCVIE SET MAPS 
THE ACTOR THIS. 


GEENER . 

r f i tn 


New arrange the circled letters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gastBd by the above cartoon. 


^iwartem.-THE f J TTX XX3 CLIJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Jumbles; LEAVE KAPOK GEYSEP ANYHOW 
Answer Why he was a good cowboy - 
he KNEW THE ROPES 


Daimler Benz delegation in Amman for business talks 


By Christina Schlegi 

Special in th* Jordan Tout's 

AMMAN — "To bring the 
old Middle East into the 
new world" is an urgent 
need to strengthen and 
push forward business ties 
between the region and 
Germany, head of a visit- 
ing German Daimler Benz 
delegation. Matthias 
KJeinert. stressed yester- 
day, quoting from His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan’s speech 
delivered at an 
international conference in 
the Hague last Tuesday. 

The purpose of the four- 
member delegation’s visit, 
which arrived here Friday, 
according to Mr. Kleinen. 
is not only to hold business 
talks but also to give social 
and cultural support to Jor- 


dan and the peace process 
within the region. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times Saturday, 
Mr. Kleinert, who is Daim- 
ler Benz' senior vice-presi- 
dent, stated that his compa- 
ny will contribute to the 
peace process by intensify- 
ing business ties in die 
region. 

“We see Jordan within 
the framework of the 
whole Middle East, which 
is strategically very impor- 
tant to us." he emphasised, 
comparing the region’s sig- 
nificance to Southeast 
Asia's and India’s. 

The Middle East, he con- 
tinued, is the crossroad 
between Orient and Oxi- 
dant as well as the link to 
Africa. 

Daimler Benz, Ger- 
many's biggest industrial 


group, started in 1994 a 
series of meetings with 
Jordanian officials on vari- 
ous fields of cooperation, 
basically land transport, 
water management, rail- 
way projects and technical 
cooperation. 

The industrial giant is 
currently involved in such 
projects as the upgrading 
of the local railway net- 
work and the modernisa- 
tion of the signal system 
between Aqaba and Shidia. 

Domier System Consult. 
100 per cent owned by 
Daimler Benz, is working 
on a regional infrastructure 
development study aimed 
at linking the Egyptian city 
of Taba. the Israeli city of 
Eilat and Jordan's port city 
of Aqaba. 

Moreover, 

"ADTRANZ". a joint ven- 


ture between Arsean 
Brown Boveri (ABB) and 
Daimler Benz, forming the 
wurldwide biggest railway 
system enterprise, is cur- 
rently involved in a project 
intending to link two Jor- 
danian cities, Aqaba and 
Zarqa. 

The group's activities 
also include projects in the 
Palestinian self-rule areas, 
like the construction of an 
airporr in Gaza in coopera- 
tion with Siemens. 

Regarding the realisation 
of such projecis and accre- 
tion of future ones, Mr. 
Kleinen said that “it is 
about time io bring the old 
Middle East into the new 
world and implement 
forceful steps and mea- 
sures to strengthen busi- 
ness ties and make them 
more effective." 


The German company 
would like to organise 
seminars and trainee pro- 
grammes for young Jorda- 
nians and lei them take 
advantage of its know- 
how, he explained. 

"It is very 1 important that 
the (Middle East) region is 
aware of the German com- 
panies* interest to invest 
and form joint ventures 
and increase at' the same 
time their efforts to imple- 
ment such projects." 

Concerning the political 
stability within the region, 
Mr. Kleinen stated that 
"nothing can be done with- 
out taking risks.” 

"We are of the opinion 
that the peace process in 
irreversible. We followed 
developments in the region 
and despite the problems 
the process is facing right 


now, we are convinced of 
its continuation." 

Mr. Kleinen emphasised 
that Daimler Benz takes its 
business and social ties 
with the region very seri- 
ously and stressed the 
importance of the region. 

“We here are not only to 
discuss business matters, 
but also for social and cul- 
tural support and for talks 
on scientific topics," he 
further explained. 

During their visit, which 
ends today, the delegation 
was scheduled to meet also 
with officials at the Royal 
Scientific Society and the 
Higher Council of Science 
and Technology to tackle 
environment and energy 
policies. 


Insurance law boosts 
Omani bank deposits 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
introduction of a unique sys- 
tem to ensure deposits in 
Oman has boosted confi- 
dence in the banking sector 
and its credits and deposits, 
the country's top banker said 
on Saturday. 

Hamud lbn Sengour, chair- 
man of the Omani Central 
Bank, said all commercial 
banks in the Gulf Arab coun- 
try had contributed to the 
deposit insurance fund, 
which was approved by the 
government in March 1995. 

"There is no doubt that all 
the commercial banks oper- 
ating in the country have ben- 
efited from such a project," 
Mr. Sengour told ihe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) eco- 
nomic weekly Emirates 
Today. 

"It has boosted public con- 
fidence in the banking sys- 
tem. This led to an increase in 
deposits and loans provided 
by the banks.” 


Oman decided to introduce 
the first deposit insurance 
mechanism in the Gulf fol- 
lowing the collapse of the 
Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce International (BCCI). 

Several banks in Oman and 
other countries were hun by 
the 199 1 closure of the UAE- 
con trolled BCCI as they had 
deposits with it. 

The UAE Central Bank 
said last year it was studying 
creation of a deposit insur- 
ance fund as pan of banking 
reforms that also included 
stricter supervision of banks 
and curbs on their credits. 

Mr. Sengour said Omani 
banks had contributed five 
million Omani riyals (SI 3 
million) to the insurance fund 
while an equivalent sum had 
been subscribed by the cen- 
tral bank. A committee 
grouping representatives 
from the central bank and 
those banks has been formed 
to oversee the fund, he added. 


BA and AA must surrender Heathrow 
slots for alliance to proceed 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
Airways and American Air- 
lines must give up take-off 
and landing slots at Lon- 
don's Heathrow Airport, or 
their proposed link-up will 
face an anti-monopoly 
inquiry, the British govern- 
ment said on Friday. 

Trade and Industry Secre- 
tary lan Lang said he would 
refer the alliance — which 
would create the world's 
biggest aviation partnership 
— to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission 
(MMC). unless "suitable 
undertakings" were given on 
competition. 

"1 wish to make it dear 
that competition .should not 
be compromised by this 


alliance," Mr. Lang added. 

Rivals of BA and AA have 
complained that the two car- 
riers would hold a quasi- 
monopoly position in the 
irans-Ailantie market. 
Industry analysts estimate 
that the combined outfit 
would control 60 per cent of 
all traffic between the Unit- 
ed Stares and Britain, and 70 
per cent of New York-Lon- 
don routes. 

BA and A A announced in 
June lltai they planned to 
coordinate timetabling and 
pool revenues from their 
trans- Atlantic flights from 
April 1997. but the deal is 
subject to regulatory 
approval from governments 
on both sides of the Atlantic. 


mNAJSlGXJM. MJ-kXUCKX 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 ; 407179 
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25*. 500 205. 000 

ARAB BANK 

24.2 

2.35 

13 

560 

145000 

259.00 

259.00 

_ 

j.aco 

1.9C0 

BANK OF JORDAN 


C.C3 

1 

250 

77 5 

2.45 

3.13 

.15* 

:.rso 

.880 

MID. EAST :\"V. Br. 

71.6 

0.00 

60 

90900 

96852 

:.os 

1.09 

.04* 

5.250 

4.260 

THE HOUSING BK. 

13.0 

2.55 

16 

4400 

21130 

4.70 

4.85 

. 15* 

1.040 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

18.1 

0.00 

4 

2791 

6975 

2.50 

2.50 

- 

1.200 

.660 

JOR .G"JLF BANK 

6.2 

6.80 

45 

130450 

135563 

:.03 

1.03 

- 

3.950 

3.45C 

ARAB JOR.INV.BK. 

IB. 5 

O.CO 


1300 

44S5 

3.45 

3.45 

- 

4.180 

3.450 

JOS. ISLAMIC BANK 

18.3 

O.CC 

9 

2050 

7752 

3.73 

3.60 

.07* 

S 3.290 

1.400 

UNION 3X.SAV. INV. 

P 

c.co 

9 

2700 

4025 

1.49 

l.SO 

.01* 

j.aoo 

3.000 

JCR. INV. FIN. BANK 

20.2 

o.oc 

2 

100 

373 

3.55 

3.73 

. 18- 

3.380 

1.600 

BEIT. AL-XAL ( BEITHAJ 

1-2 

7.94 

2 

350 

663 

1.86 

1.89 

.03* 

5.850 

4.450 

ARAB BA.'mtIG CO. 

26.6 

O.OC 

2 

1013 

5214 

S. 15 

5.15 

- 

1.590 

1.000 

PHILADEL. INV. BK. 

9 

O.CO 

16 

79400 

101360 

1.24 

1.30 

.06* 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 197 

13 *CHG: 

-0.59 

164 

316264 

5321SS 




1.800 

1.390 

ARABIAN SEAS INS UR. 

10.7 

5.14 

1 

250 

365 

1.39 

1.46 

.07* 

2.910 

1.830 

JOR FRENCH IKSDR. 

S.S 

10.26 

3 

600 

1170 

1.91 

1.95 

.04* 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 117.94 *CUSi 

*0.47 

4 

850 

1535 




1.900 

1.450 

70R. ELECTRIC PKR. 

11.9 

6.9e 

42 

21307 

36752 

1.74 

1.72 

.03- 

2.650 

2.280 

HIKEH MINERALS 

13.0 

5.28 

1 

200 

530 

2.65 

3-65 

- 

6.050 

4.200 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

18.2 

2.79 

4 

3750 

17345 

4.60 

4.60 

- 

1.960 

1 .080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 


0.00 

64 

46400 

60753 

1.26 

1.32 

.36* 

1.260 

.580 

JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 

32.3 

0.00 

1 

300 

189 

.63 

.63 

- 

2.300 

1.550 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

70.2 

O.CO 

1 

500 

815 

1.60 

1.63 

. C3* 

2.270 

.160 

IARKA EDUCATIOr: 

9 

0.00 

5 

3050 

3306 

1.06 

1.10 

.C4* 

2.430 

1.690 

UNIFIED CC. 

10.4 

5.06 

81 

b3?0C 

124444 

1.88 

1.97 

.09* 

1.200 

.820 

UNION LANE CSV. 

S 

0.30 

9 

2950 

2741 

.91 

.93 

.02* 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 113 

B7 *CHG( 

*0.51 

208 

142157 

246874 




3.770 

3.060 

TOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.5 

2.79 

39 

22534 

B102S 

3.56 

3.59 

.03* 

3.550 

2.710 

ICR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

35.5 

0.00 

4 

712 

2327 

3.16 

3.30 

.14* 

10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFINARY 

9.7 

8.38 

17 

4073 

38791 

9.40 

9.55 

.15+ 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

59.1 

0.00 

7 

2100 

2777 

1.31 

1.33 

.12* 

3.750 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AG R. 

31.6 

0.00 

13 

2949 

6911 

2.24 

2.35 

.11* 

4.B70 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. KANF. 

21.0 

5.24 

108 

66501 

252977 

3.64 

3.82 

. IB* 

6.450 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND- 

7.7 

4.03 

2 

550 

3410 

6.20 

6.20 


2.600 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRY 

13.2 

6.94 

1 

400 

864 

2.16 

2.16 


2.400 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES MANPCT. 

9.2 

7.27 

2 

400 

660 

1.60 

1.65 

.05+ 

2.250 

1.380 

RAF LA INDUSTRIES 

P 

0.00 

7 

1100 

1605 

1.42 

1.47 

.05+ 

8.000 

4.250 

DAR ALDAMA DV.INV- 

14.0 

3.91 

37 

16050 

82256 

4.97 

5.12 

.15+ 

5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

8.7 

8.55 

14 

6300 

22114 

3.50 

3.51 

.31+ 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK S POULTRY 

q 

0.00 

135 

292200 

194334 

.64 

.67 

.03+ ’ 

1.500 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.THD. 

3.2 

8.56 

16 

15800 

19088 

1.19 

1.21 

.02* 

1.900 

1.210 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 


0.00 

2 

1000 

1305 

1.28 

1.33 

.05+ 

1.090 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9.6 

9.23 

38 

35150 

22633 

.■_§± — 

_ •« 

.03+ 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 117.41 *CHGs 

*1.43 

961 

936B9B 

1347871 





CRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 1S5.11 *CHG: -0.91 


1357 1396169 


2128465 
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.790 .440 CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

.800 .510 JOH. TRADE FAC. 

.950 .440 NATL. COHMER. CENTERS 

.930 .700 UNION INV. 50* 

1.1XO .370 ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

.950 .690 AL-9AWLIYAH 75* 

.640 .340 JOR.IWDS. MATCH- JEMCO 

.860 .510 ARA8 FOOT t MED. 

1.760 1.300 HATL. CHLORINE 

.700 .450 ARAB INTL. INV.TRD. 

1.000 .520 NATL. TEXTILE 

1.100 .400 KATL.MULT.ENC.RAMXOO 

.810 .430 NAYZAK DIES £ MOULDS 

1.080 .720 JORDAN STEEL 

1.330 1.020 UNION TOBACCO 75* 

.840 ' .570 HAZI PHARM. 65* 

.830 .390 INDS. ENG. 

1.430 .760 INDS. CERAMIC 

.630 .360 ..TEXTILE MAWUF. 

.900 .580 PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 

.880 .590 NATL. POULTRY 

1-500 .530 KID. EAST COMPLEX 
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15.5 
E 

71.7 

9 

15.8 
9 
E 
E 
9 
9 
E 
E 
E 
E 
E 

28.3 

E 

9 

E 

E 
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0.00 

3 

1050 

578 

.55 

.56 

.01+ 

0.00 

22 

20700 

11961 

.56 

.58 

'32+ 

0.00 

17 

21000 

11S60 

.55 

• S5 


0.00 

32 

110650 

29111 

.73 

.75 

.02+ 

0.00 

56 

190300 

93232 

.47 

.49 

.02+ 

0.00 

8 

10252 

4612 

.70 

.70 


0.00 

2 

750 

300 

.40 

.40 


0.00 

5 

950 

633 

.67 

.67 

_ 

0.00 

20 

6130 

9019 

1.42 

1.48 

-06* 

0.00 

3 

11000 

5510 

.50 

.51 

.01+ 

0.00 

22 

28650 

17438 

.59 

.61 

. «/2+ 

0.00 

12 

21200 

11448 

.51 

.54 

.03+ 

0.00 

20 

2178 

1173 

.51 

.54 

.03+ 

0.00 

15 

18750 

14673 

.76 

.79 

.03+ 


4 

1250 

1040 

1.08 

1.08 


0.00 

10 

7200 

2101 

.64 

.64 


0.00 

34 

85400 

39304 

.46 

.46 

_ 

0.00 

3 

700 

69B 

.86 

.85 

.01- 

0.00 

2 

450 

180 

.38 

.40 

.02 + 

0.00 

2 

500 

300 

.59 

.60 

.01+ 

0.00 

1 

1000 

660 

.66 



0.00 

23 

69950 

48297 

^70 

^■.70 

- 


306 


618010 


303726 


: N«u 12 months low 

i Stock dividend durLng the pane 12 months 
i Line ad during tha puc 12 concha 
: P/E rscio lb loa or mors 
: Neqacivs P/E 

: Earning is zero or N/A for the moot recent year 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotei Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment In 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


if FOR YOUR 

fas® 

Advertisement * 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Qiutityi in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop yourcokmr film ai 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO pAete 
30% 


• Frmm •alirpa- 

MM t 20 X 30 CM 


ShtDcnmi -» Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 6M042 
Swcfich tel; 823891 


-CLEANING SERVICES 
HOMEOFRCES. 
PUBLIC PUCES. 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SYSTEMS* 
PLUMBING 

•I OR RENT; 
DELUXE VILLAS AND- 
FLATS'. (FURNISHED* 
UNFURNISHED 


IK 

TELS29^^29883 




CAL ESTATE 


FOR 
I RENT 

§ Deluxe* Villas 

8- 

») Appartmcnis 
in Amman 


For details please oall 

Tel • 864230 
Fax. 864231 



Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 



IpP in 


fd ^ Joraan 
1! Times 

m Call tel: 


667171 ext. 223 


cfowihcm 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POfltj 

- SflUNfl , jACUZZlf 
D MRSSRCE 

- FITNESS ROOM 

TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 

TEL 758180 
RADIO & TO STATION BOj 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 




TEL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 


IfelWttetyss 

PoXiMtwtc 

SottpA & SdbuU Oaft 


OPEN DAILY PROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Uthatna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


:#FORTOUr1 

% ■ v v.-.v.v.v/.v. v.’.v-v.v.v.v.v.; 

^ Advertisement | 
Jordan 


* Times in 


Cali tei: 


f 667171 ext. 223 

■SSc&KSStSSSsESSc^Sw-Ss 


PIZZA GBANDEi 

J7>c tfpal katiaQ Jaste ■ 
Qourmcl piZZfl . jj 

Wt uu iAry test ty$ru6o}tt ^ 

jSNvvL j 

>- TiytkeOttly i 
JT STUFFED PIZZA sit 

> « Tbii* (Chicago Ufie) 4£X 

> PAN PIZZA <j 

JT tram Of TlnekCnist) ""g- 
fTAUAN SANDWICHES 

Metiawp 

***H*lr | 

15* fate Tm % The Ha Em* 

AtaMia - Abm 
SuptniDre 

Tel. 688 471 Ext 32 
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Havelange to retire as FIFA president 


BARCELONA (R) — Joao Havelange. president of FIFA 
since 1974, announced Saturday be would retire from the 
post at the end of the I99S World Cup finals in France. 

Havelange. SO, said: “I told die executive committee of 
my decision this morning. It is my own decision and it is 
final. The most important thing is not to know when to 
arrive but when to leave.’* * 

There has been speculation for some time about when the 
octogenarian Brazilian, who succeeded Britain's Sir 
Stanley Rous 22 years ago. would stand down. But his tun- 
ing was still a surprise. 

“I wil! have a clear conscious when I leave after 24 years 
that I have served FTFA and world soccer well with those 


who have supported me," Havelange said. 

“We have changed football throughout the world. 
Football is the most important sport in the world in terms of 
employment, advertising and for bringing joy to young peo- 
ple. We have all worked for this, which is why we are where 
we are today." 

Among those being ripped as a possible successor is 
Franz Beckenbauer of Germany, who said last month he 
was planning to step down as the president of Bayern 
Munich in the summer of 1998. 

Beckenbauer captained West Germany to World Cup vie 
tory in 1974 and led them to another triumph in the tourna- 
ment as team chief in 1990. 


Mandela urges IOC to give 
2004 Games to Cape Town 


CAPE TOWN iR) — President Nelson 
Mandela on Saturday urged the 

International Olympic Committee (IOC) to 
validate the five ring Olympic symbol by 
awarding the Games ro Africa and specifi- 
cally to cape town in 2004. 

“We have the capacity to organise an 
event of this nature," Mandela told 
reporters after talks with the IOC evaluation 
commission which is on a four-day visit to 
Cape Town. 

He said that while rhe commission was in 
Cape Town to make a technical assessment 
of the city's formal bid to host the games, it 
was important for them to note that the 
south African bid had the support of the 
entire continent. 

• We as South Africans are confident that 
we have done everything in our power to 
put us in a good position to win the bid," he 
said. 

Holding up a set of Olympic rings sym- 
bolising the five continents given to him by 
commission chairman Thomas Bach, 
Mandela said: 

“We also made the point that it would be 
the first time that the Olympic Games take 
place on the continent of Africa and there- 
fore these five rings, which until today have 
remained largely academic because there 
has ne\er been an Olympic games in Africa, 
•' ould rhen be fulfilled." 


Bach told a news conference that the sym- 
bolism of an African venue would not influ- 
ence the report of his commission which 
will prepare for a decision in March to 
shortlist four or five cities. 

“Our task is not to deal with that. That's a 
political question." he said, adding that this 
consideration could influence the IOC's 
106-member selection college when it 
makes the final decision on September 5 
next year. 

Bacb said tbe commission had to compare 
vastly different bids and had to look eight 
years into the future basing its analysis on 
facts, not speculation. 

He said the commission would not be 
influenced by the lack of facilities at pre- 
sent, adding: “the best athletes deserve the 
best facilities. We are looking for state of 
the art in 2004, not state of the an today." 

He said the assessors would meet local 
opponents of the bid before they leave on 
Tuesday. 

About 20 opponents protested outside 
Cape Town airport when the IOC team 
arrived on Friday and' Saturday placed an 
advertisement in a city newspaper. 

“Cape Town, wake up to the Olympics 
risks,’’ the group said, listing high crime, 
poor transport, rocketing unemployment 
and collapsing health services as priorities 
to be addressed. 


Michael Johnson, Gail Devers 




win Jesse Owens awards 
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SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Michael Johnson and Gail Devers crowned gold 
medal seasons Friday by winning the Jesse Owens awards at USA track field’s 
annual meeting. 

It was an unprecedented third successive Owens award for Johnson, who 
became the first athlete in the 15-year history of the award to turn a hattrick. 

Johnson had a dream season, winning an historic Olympic double in the 200 
and 400 metres. The Texan shattered his own world record in the 200 at the 
Games, clocking a spectacular J 9.32 seconds. He also extended his 400 metre- 
finals winning streak to 57 straight. 

Devers. who also won the award in 1993, tied Jackie Joyner-Kersee for most 
Owens honours by a woman. 

Devers claimed the sole American women’s individual gold in Atlanta, dash- 
ing to the 100 metres title. She also won gold on the 4x100 metre relay team and 
placed fourth in the 100 metre hurdles. 

Olympic decathlon champion Dan O’Brien finished a distant second behind 
Johnson in the men's voting, 2.084 votes to 1,450. 

Devers won the women's award by 1,994 to 1,293 over Olympic 4x100 relay 
teammate and 200 metre bronze medallist Gwen Torrence. 


Middlesbrough 
can damage 
your career, 
Branco says 


LONDON rR) — Playing 
for Middlesbrough can 
damage an international 
foothaller's career, 

Brazilian Branco warned 
his compatriots Emerson 
and Juninho on Saturday. 

Branco,, who left the 
unfashionable English 

Club in October with eight 
months of his contract still 
to run, said: “It is a mistake 
to sign for a small club in 
English football. 

“All the big stars at 
Middlesbrough came from 
big and successful clubs 
but they have joined a team 
that simply is not good 
enough. That can damage 
their careers." 

Branco's comments, pub- 
lished in the express news- 
paper, were sure to inflame 
a controversy already rag- 
ing at the struggling 
Premier League club over 
Emerson, who has returned 
to Brazil with his homesick 
wife. 

Branco, a member of 
Brazil's 1994 World Cup 
winning side, said of 
Middlesbrough, who also 
have Italian Fabrizio 
Ravanelli: “Spending, lots 
of money., cannot .always 
huy youa good. ream. ‘Tbe 
club has invested in some 
top-quality players, they 
have a good chairman with 
lots of money and a won- 
derful manager in Bryan 
Robson...but the players 
around them struggle too 
much and they used to 
panic against good teams." 

Midfielder Emerson, who 
signed at the start of the 
season from Portugal's 
Porto in a four million 
pound t$6.7 million) deal, 
has gone absent without 
leave three times this sea- 
son and has already been 
fined six weeks' salary. 

Middlesbrough have told 
him they will not allow him 
to break his contract, which 
runs until 2000. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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SCORE ONE FOR THE COUNT 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 
*874 
? A 10 3 
v K Q 3 
* A 10 73 

WEST EAST 

* K J 9 65 *102 

<798 CQJ7654 

0105 OJ0 42 

4-KQJ2 +6 

SOUTH 
*AQ3 
<?K2 
■JA976 

*9854 

The bidding 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* Pan 2NT Pus 

3 NT Paw Pm Pm> 

Opening lead: Six of * 

Cover up the East and West 
hands and follow the play as South 
tries u» land three no trump after a 
spade lead. See if you can find tho 
same plays declarer did. 

The auction is textbook. With a 
balanced 13 points and no four-card 
or longer major suit. South’s jump 
to two no trump was automatic. 
Looking at o balanced minimum 
opening bid, North had an equally 
easy raise to the three no trump 


With the opening lead giving you 
eight fast tricks, what do yen lead 
to trick two after the queen of 
spades wins the first trick? Clubs is 
the obvious suit in which to try for 
the fulfilling trick, and go t a the 
head of the dess if you led tbe nine 
of dubs, intending to run it if West 
follows low. But West produces the 
jock, you win with dummy’s ace and 
return a dub, on which East dis- 
cards a heart 

West wins the queen and reverts 
to tbe king of spades, which you 
allow to win, then capture the 
spade continuation with the ace. 
What next? 

You can no longer establish a 
dub as the fulfilling trick because, 
when West gains the lead, two 
more spade tricks will defeat you. 
Now vou have to foil back on dia- 
monds. You cash the king and 
queen. West dropping the ten an 
the second round. Do you play for a 
3-5 break or finesse tbe nine next7 

The answer to that question 
requires only a little more spade- 
work. First cash the king and ace of 
hearts. When West follows to both, 
tbe defender's distribution is an 
open book. West started with a 5-2- 
2-4 shape, so the finesse of tbe nine 
of diamonds becomes a sure thing. 
Making three-odd. 


Nancy upset leaders 
PSG 2-1 


PARIS (R) — Northern 
Ireland forward PhiJ Gray 
struck a last-minute winner 
as relegation candidates 
Nancy came from behind to 
inflict a shock 2-1 home 
defeat on leaders Paris Sl 
G ermain in the French First 
Division on Friday. 

Tbe Parisian team’s play- 
ers were jeered off the pitch 
by their own fans in a 
30.000 crowd at the Parc 
des Princes for failing to 
breach the visiting defence 
again after taking a second- 
minute lead and succumb- 
ing to two killer counter- 
punches. 

PSG. beaten at home for 
the first time since aprii. ■ 
remain only one point 
ahead of Monaco, who are 
at home to Guingamp on 
Saturday. Even a draw 
would put Monaco on top 
on goal difference. 

It was only Nancy's third 


win in 21 marches though 
not quite enough to lift 
them from penultimate 
place. 

Defender and captain 
Paul Fischer headed 
Nancy's equaliser 20 min- 
utes from time after France 
midfielder Bruno N'Gotty 
had put PSG ahead in the 
second minute. 

Nantes went a record 14 
matches unbeaten with a 4- 
0 away win over Lens 
which also increased to 41 
goals in 2! games the total 
scored by the best attack in 
the division. 

The win also lifted Nantes 
to eighth, continuing their 
steady climb after a disas- 
trous start to the season in 
which they did not win in 
their first 10 matches. 

N’Doram is joint top scor- 
er in the division with 14 
goals after opening the 
score in the seventh minute. 



Miami Heat guard Sasha Danilovic (5) and New York Knicks forward Charles Oakley (34) go up for a rebound 
during the first quarter of NBA action at Miami Arena. New York defeated Miami 103-85 (Reuters photo) 

Knicks exact revenge for embarrassing loss 
to Heat; Jazz continue winning streak 


MIAMI (R) — The New 
York Knicks exacted sweet 
revenge for a humiliating 
home loss to their former 
coach Pat Riley earlier this 
week by beating the heat in 
Miami Friday. 

Patrick Ewing scored 
seven of his 26 points in a 
late fourth-quarter run and 
John Starks added 21 as 
New York ended Miami's 
nine-game winning streak 
with a 103-85 victory. 

“Patrick's a true warrior.” 
said Riley, who coached 
Ewing lor four years in 
New York. “He showed his 
mettle tonight." 

Allan Houston had 19 
points and Chris Childs and 
Larry Johnson added 13 
apiece as the irio of off-sea- 
son acquisitions helped the 
Knicks atone for Tuesday’s 
99-75 embarrassment. 

Tim Hardaway had 28 
points and nine assists and 
Dan Majerle added 15 for 
Miami. Alonzo Mourning 
was held to 10 points, but 
grahhed 16 rebounds for the 
first-place heat, who lead 
New York by two games in 
the Atlantic Division. 

In Los Angeles. Shaquille 
O'Neal had 25 points. IS 
rebounds, six blocks and 
five steals in his first game 
against his former team as 
the Lakers beat the injury- 
plagued Orlando Magic 92- 
81. 

O'Neal, who signed as a 
free agent with the Lakers 
after spending his first four 
seasons in Orlando, scored 


eight of his points during a 
17-2 run that closed the 
third quarter. 

Nick Van Exel added 20 
points and 1 1 assists for the 
Lakers, who have won four 
of their last five games. 

Gerald Wilkins scored 21 
points to lead Orlando, 
which played without 
injured starters Nick 
Anderson. Dennis Scott and 
Penny Hardaway. 

At Utah, the red-hot Jazz 
made it 13 wins in a row 
with a 106-95 triumph over 
the Minnesota 

Timberwolvcs. 

Jeff Horaac ( ek scored 1 1 
of his 23 points in the deci- 
• si vc third quarter as the Jazz 
used a 22-8 run to pull away 
from the T- Wolves. 

Karl Malone had 34 
points for Utah, which is 
one win shy of tying the 
club record for consecutive 
victories. 

Minnesota led 62-50 with 
7:45 left in the third when 
Utah took off, scoring the 
next H points to start the 
22-8 run. 

In Boston, rookie Kerry 
Kittles scored 30 points and 
Jayson Williams added 23 
points and 19 rebounds to 
lead the New Jersey Nets to 
a 110-108 overtime victory 
over the Celtics. 

Kitties also had seven 
rebounds, five assists, five 
steals and did not have a 
turnover. Robert pack added 
18 points and 12 assists for 
New Jersey. 

Dino Radja had 22 points 


and 15 rebounds and 
Antoine Walker added IS 
points for the Celtics, who 
suffered their fifth straight 
loss. 

At Detroit. Terry Mills 
sank all six of his three- 
point attempts and finished 
with 23 points and Otis 
Thorpe added 19 as the 
Pistons beat the Cleveland 
Cavaliers 93-Si. 

Mills, who also dished 
out a nine assists, has con- 
nected on his last 12 three- 
pointers. one short of the 
NBA record set last January 
by Washington’s Brent 
Price. 

Terrell Brandon had 17 
points, eight assists and 
seven boards, while Tyrone 
Hill contributed 14 points 
and 13 rebounds for 
Cleveland. 

In Sacramento. Danny 
Manning scored 19 points 
and Wesley Person and 
Michael Finley added 13 
apiece as the Phoenix Suns 
won consecutive games for 
the Unit time this season, 
defeating the red ins Kinss 
101-95. 

Manning made 9-nf- 14 
shots and keyed a 9-2 run 
that ended the third quarter 
as Phoenix opened a 71-68 
lead. The Suns have won 
three of four after droppins 
the first 13 games of the 
season. 

Milch Richmond had 22 
points and seven assists to 
lead the Kings, losers of 
seven of their last nine 
games. 


In San Antonio. Bryant 
Reeves scored 29 points, 
including a jumper in the 
second quarter that iginted a 
14-1 run. to lead the 
Vancouver Grizzlies to a 
I05-S9 win over the Spurs. 

_ The Grizzlies broke a 
five-game losing sneak 
with their first road win of 
the season. Two of 
Vancouver's three wins 


have come 
Antonio. 
Dominique 


against San 

Wilkins 
scored 24 points and Sean 
Elliott added 22 for San 
Antonio, which has been 
without injured star centre 
David Robinson ail season 
and fell to 3-14. 

In Portland. Arvydas 
Sabonis hud 22 points and 10 
rebounds and Isaiah Rider 
added IS points as the Trail 
Blazers posted a 97-93 victo- 
ry over the Charlotte 
Hornets. 

Kenny Anderson added ]6 
points and nine assists for 
Portland, which has won , 
four of its last six games. 
Vlude Divuc scored 29 
poini.s. while Anthony 
Mason hud 23 points and 17 
rebounds for Charlotte, 
which fell io 1-4 on its. 
seven-game road trip. 

At Golden State, Reggie 
Miller scored 16 points and 
the ^Pacers held the Warriors' 
to 3o second-half points in 
an 86-71 victory for Indiana. 

Joe Smith scored 15 points 
and Lurrell Spreweli was 
held to 12 for Golden State, 

which fell to 4-7 at home. 
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CINEMA “ • TEL:634144 CINEMA 

PHILRDELPHIR 


m Ur.mK P ms 

TWISTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

PMwmmn.z 

PAMELA ANDERSON. ..in 

BARB WIRE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




TEL: 699238 


PLflZR 


I 


CINEMA 


TEL: 677420 'SS 


SEAN CONNERY. ..in 

THE ROCK 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 
ShowsM2:_30, 3:30,6:00, 8:1 5,1 0:45 
CO N C O R D “ 2 ” 

Robert Redford & Michelle Pfeifer ... in 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 6: 15, 8:30, 10:30 


ytv 


flmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play Starts 8:30 p.m 


^labii & Hisham’s Theatre' 

- TEL 625155 ” ' 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

he *Z iS C>0Sed ™*y Saturday & Sunc 

r reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Sports 



South Korea and UAE set 


FIFA confirm 2002 


for quarter-final berths 


World Cup final for Tokyo 




ABU DHABI (Rj — South 
Korea and hosb. the United 
Arab Emirates moved with- 
in sight of Asian Cup quar- 
terfinal berths after con- 
trasting victories in Croup 
A matches Saturday. 

South Korea beat Indone- 
sia 4-2 while the UAE 
staged a remarkable second 
half comeback to beat 
Kuwait 3-2 after trailing 2- 
0 at halfrime. 

With one game each to 
play. South Korea lead the 
group on goal difference 
from the UAE with four 
points. Kuwait and Indone- 
sia have a point apiece. 

The winners and runners- 
up of the three groups plus 
the two best third-placed 
teams qualify for the 
knockout stage. 

South Korea looked wor- 
thy of the tag iif one of 
Asias top sides for the first - 
55 minutes against Indone- 
sia. They scored three times Esam Sakeen (L) of Kuwait and Adel Ahmed of the United Arab Emirates fight for 
in the opening quarter of an the ball in the Asia Cup group match in Abu Dhabi (Reuters piiuto) 
hour and added a fourth 

scored his second eight 
minutes later. 

The Koreans dominated 
lor the resl of the half but 
scored five clear-cut 
chances. 

A fourth goal, scored by 
Ko Jeong Woon 10 minutes 
into the second half, hinted 
at u rout but the Indone- 
sians refused to let their 
heads drop. 

Ronny Wabia scored 
direct from a corner kick in 
the 5Sth minute and then 
seven minutes later Widodo 
Puiru, who scored a spec- 
tacular goal against Kuwait 
on Wednesday, was again 
on target with a low shot. 

The UAE, booed off at 
halftime after conceding 
goals to Jassem Al Huwaidi 
in Lhe ninth and 44th min- 
utes, were a different side 
in the second half. 

They were level within 
10 minutes of the restart 
thanks to headed goals by 
Hassan Ahmed and Adnan 
Al Talyani. 

Kuwait's misery was 
complete 10 minutes from 
time when midfielder 
Bakhit Saad ran on to a 
pass from substitute Zuhair 
Bakhait to score the win- 
ner. 


after the break to lead 4-0. rare counter-attacks. Koreans a Hying start with 

But they then relaxed, Kim Do Houn and goals in the fifth and sev- 

conceding two goals from Hwang Sun Hong gave the enih minutes. Hwang 


South Korea's Kim Do Boon (R ) who scored the first goal shoots the ball past 
Indonesian defender Aples Tecuari iL) in the Asia Cup group match in Abu Dhabi. 
South Korea led the first half 3-0 (Reuters photo) 


Jazireh meet Orthodoxi 
as Jalil host Ahli tonight 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The first division bas- 
ketball championship playoffs con- 
tinue Sunday with the country's top 
four teams vying for wins that will 
determine their standings in the 
Kingdom's elite competition. 

Al Jazireh. who scored a momen- 
tous 68-55 upset over former cham- 
pions Al Ahli in the opening playoff 
game Thursday meet titleholders Al 
Orthodoxi hoping to score another 
win to ensure runner-up or have a 
chance at the title for the first time in 
their history. 

Al Jazireh lost to Al Orthodoxi 95- 
83 in the first round and had a hard 


time against Al Jalil before defeating 
them 66-bl. 

In Sunday’s second match, Al Jalil 
will try to add to Al Ahli’s slumping 
form when they host them in Irbid. 

Al Ahli's coach. Ghuith Najjar, 
will have to find the right combina- 
tion of players to avoid a possible 
defeat that might make them end up 
in fourth place lor lhe first lime. Al 
Ahli could only manage a 78-70 win 
over A! Jalil in the first round. 

However. Al Ahli's demoralising 
defeat to Al Jazireh might have a 
two-pronged affect in their upcom- 
ing game as their defeat to a team 
other than all-time rivals Al Ortho- 
doxi was only the second in the paxi 
four decades. 


Al Ahli had come back from an 1 1- 
point deficit to win their first round 
encounter against Al Jazireh 63-60. 
They then lost 83-63 to Al Orthodoxi 
in the first round clearly demonstrat- 
ing that they are in no position to 
capture the title they won in 1990, 
1 992. 1 993. and 1 994 as their 
younger lineup clearly miss the 
efforts of three of the Kingdom's lop 
stars — Murwun Ma'iouq, Yousef 
Zaghloul and Naser Bushnaq. 

TliJeholders Al Orthodoxi, who 
had an undisputed reign over the 
country's basketball scene from 
1976-1989. seem the favourites to 
retain their title led by veteran Hilal 
Barakat and teammates Fudi Saqqu, 
lhab Msih and Naser Bassam. 


Ivanisevic pushes 
grand slam earn 


MUNICH (R; — Defending champion Goran Ivanisevic used 
his record-breaking serve to boost his comings at ihc Grand 
Slam Cup to more than S3.2 million with a t-4 6-4 quarter- 
final victory over Australian Mark Woodiorde on Friday. 

The big-servins Croat, who before this year had earned 
S2.8 million in four appearances at the most lucrative cv cm in 
lhe game, made sure of addins another S45I.2.M) to his hank 
balance with a straightforward win in just 66 minutes. 

Ivanisevic became the third pla>er to reach die last tour 
after three-times Wimbledon champion Boris Becker and 
Britain’s Tim Henman booked their places m the semifinals 


ourth will be decided in a match between French Open 
on Yevgeny Kafelnikov and American Jim Courier. 
ie way to his victory. Ivanisevic took his total ol jll-s 
vear to a record of more than 1 .50fi- . 

‘ I can say that I am the best server in the game, I' am- 

m performers from lhe four grand slams - wiinblc- 
I the U.S., French and Australian Opens - qualify for 
i the jackpot of SI. 625 million paid out to the Munich 

ugh he has twice been a runner-up at Wimbledon, 
eic has never won a Grand Slain. 


FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA 
FOR RENT IN DEIR GHBAR 

2 bedrooms, dining, living, 2 baths, 
equipped kitchen, telephone, garden, 
garage. 

Contact: Tel. 811689 


Today you have a date with 

The Iranian Carpet 
Exhibition 

we welcome you at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Jordan Lounge 
the Forte Grand Hotel 
near the Housing Bank Complex 

for more information call Tel: 

845487 

Barakat Trade Exhibition 
Establishment 


Barcelona (afpi — fifa. world 

football’s governing body, confirmed 
■here Saturday that South Korea would 
host lhe opening match of the 2002 
World Cup finals while co-hosts Japan 
would hold the final. 

The showpiece final will be held in 
Tokyo with the opening ceremony and 
opening mutch in Seoul. 

Details leaked out from the earlier 
meeting in November that Seoul 
would host the opener while Japan 
would get the final despite FIFA 
pulling a strict gag order on the two 
sides. 

But within hours details were 
leaked. 

The tournament will be known as 
2002 World Cup Korea-Japan. 

It was originally proposed to put 
Japan ahead Vf Korea in the title but 
the Koreans dug their heels in and 
refused 10 budge. 


Japanese hopes of having the num- 
ber of teams in the final increased to 
40 from the 32 that will take part in 
the 1998 World Cup in France was 
also firmly rejected at November’s 
meeting. 

Japan also pleaded for the majority 
of matches but it was finally agreed 
that both nations would have 16 
games apiece. 

Ken Naguma. president of the 
Japanese Football Federation, gave 
his stamp of approval to the division 
of games for the 2002 World Cup. 

"I am happy with the decisions." 
said Naguma. 

"The division of the games between 
the countries is both reasonable and 
fair. We will decide the 10 cities — 
not 15 as intially intended — that will 
host the matches before the end of the 
year. It is bound to be difficult and 
holly argued. 


"On the other hand. I don't know’ if 
we will go ahead with plans to project 
ail the games in 3-D in the other stadi- 
ums because that idea would have 
only worked if the cup was held 
uniquely in Japan. 

"We are going to do everything to 
make this World Cup a success,” he 
added. 

Fur his pan. Oh Wan-Kon, the vice- 
president of the South Korean Foot- 
ball Federation, was more reserved. 

"It is very difficult to say if we are* 
happy or unhappy.” he said. 

"We have to follow FIFA's direc- 
tives. Since Japan has decided to 
organise games in 10 cities, we are 
going to do the same thing. 

"Our hope is still to include Noth 
Korea in the organisation of the com- 
petition. but given the current situa- 
tion that will be difficult,” he added. 


Jordan Olympic Committee gets 
bus from Daimler-Benz 



Daimler Benz Vice-President Matthias Kieinert hands over the sympolic key for 
the minibus to Tony Khouri, the International Olympic Committee’s (IOC) rep- 
resentative. From left to right: Waqqas Al-Tal, public relations director of the 
Jordan Olympic Committee (JOC), Tony Khouri, JOC Secretary General 
Dhouqan Obeidat, and Matthias Kieinert (Photo by Christof Sage) 


By Christina Schlegl 

Special it i the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — On the 
occasion of a three-day 
visit to Jordan, a Daim- 
ler-Benz delegation Sat- 
urday presented a 
minibus to the Jordan 
Olympic Committee 

(JOC). 

In his speech. Daimler 
Benz vice-president and 
head of the consortium. 
Matthias Kieinert 

stressed that "sports 
means youth, and youth 
is the future of all peo- 
ples.” 

He added that it is "the 
group's philosophy to 
consider relations as a 
balanced combination of 
business, politics, culture 
and sport. 

Moreover, it is the com- 
pany^ commitment- to 
support all efforts being 
taken to ensure peace in 
the Middle East region 
(see separate story on 
page 8). 

Daimler-Benz, which 
has been an ally of, the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) since 
1964. pledged to intensi- 
fy its social and environ- 
mental activities in coop- 
eration with the IOC, 
especially in developing 
countries and new mar- 
kets. according to Mr. 
Kieinert. 

He stated that in corre- 
spondence with the 
IOC's Olympic Solidari- 
ty Project, National 


Olympic Committees of 
developing countries will 
have priority in receiving 
Mercedes-Benz vehicles 
and transportation ser- 
vices. 

Mr. Kieinert concluded 
that during his last visit to 
the country, common 
ground was broken in 
talks held with members 
from the Royal Family 
and representatives of the 
government on agreeing 


to a closer approach of 
the people in the Middle 
East and in the European 
countries. 

Speeches were also 
delivered by Mr. Toni 
Khouri. the IOC repre- 
sentative. speaking on 
behalf of its president 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
and Secretary General of 
the JOC Dhouqan Obei- 
dat. 

The presentation was 


attended by the President 
of the Jordanian Sport 
Federation, representa- 
tives of both the Ministry 
of Youth and the JOC. 

At a reception Sarurday 
evening, the delegation 
was also scheduled to 
hand over a cheque worth 
SI 0,000 to the Noor AI- 
Hussein Foundation for 
the purchase of two 
buses. 


TO LET 

A villa located in the Engineering Resident, 7th Circle, 
consists of two floors. The ground floor is for rent, this 
floor is of a building area of 215 sq. metre. It consists ol 
salon, dining, living, kitchen, three bedrooms, two baths. 
It has a separate entrance, separate central heating, 
garden and a garage. 

For more information, please call 811029 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living 
room, fully equipped, telephone, television & 
central heating. Between the Fourth & Fifth 
Circles, Jabal Amman, near Ammon Hotel. 

Tel.: 777112 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.in., 
674028 after 4:00 p.m. 


unicef 


The United Nations Children's Fund, with headquarters in New York and offices fliroughout the world, 
seeks qualified candidate:, tor the following position: 


REPORTS ASSISTANT 
Temporary assignment: 3-6 months 

Duly Station: Middle Easi Sc North Africa 
Regional Office in Amman 

JgucpusLflf. (be Post; 

Under lhe gencm] supervision of the Regional Programme Officer, contributes tu report writing prepare 
drafts of written document ; it ion, including rejjorts of meetings, programme and data analysis, by producing 
analytical background material on MENA region policy issues. 

Minimum Qualifications: 

First University Degree with excellent English writing skills. 

Strong analytical mid conceptual -skills, ami experience in development work and in issues of concern to 
UNICEF. 

•Experience in working with international development agencies desirable. 

Please send detailed resume, in English, quoting reference G S/96-01 to: 

Asst. Adniin/Pcrsountl Officer 

UNICEF Regional Office 

P. O. Box 840028, Amman 1II84- Jordan 

Applications fur this position must be received by 19 December 1996. Acknowledgment will only be 
sent to short' -list ed candidates under serious consideration. 

UNICEF is a smoke-free environment. 
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Ghali poised to 
give green light 
to Iraq oil deal 


UNITED NATIONS fR) - 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali is likely to give clear- 
ance for the stan of the Iraqi 
oil-for-food plan as early as 
Monday, paving the way for 
Baghdad to enter world oil 
markets for the first time in 
six years, senior U.N. offi- 
cials said. 

Although Mr. Ghali him- 
self was cautious in predict- 
ing any start date, the offi- 
cials said the Dutch- based 
Savbolt firm late on Friday 
found Iraqi pipeline equip- 
ment in order, the last tech- 
nical obstacle left before 
the plan's implementation. 

At issue is Security 
Council Resolution 986 that 
allows Traq to sell $2 billion 
worth of oil in six months to 
buy food, medicine and 
other necessities for its peo- 
ple. suffering from the 
sanctions imposed in 
August 1990 after its troops 
invaded Kuwait. 

Nearly two-thirds of oil 
sales revenues are ear- 
marked for needy Iraqis, 
with the balance for war 
reparations and other Gulf 
war-related costs. 

Saybolt told the United 
Nations that key oil meter- 
ing equipment was in 
“functional” order at the 
Zakho facility along the 
Turkey-Iraq border, through 
which the bulk of the oil 
will pass, a U.N. official 
said. 

Their inspectors had pre- 
viously found some of the 
equipment faulty or miss- 
ing, requiring a return visit 
this week to ensure repairs 
had been carried out. 

Mr, Ghali earlier on 
Friday said he was awaiting 
the Saybolt report before 
making a determination on 
when he would give clear- 
ance for the start of Iraqi oil 
sales, shying away from 
giving an exact date for 
starting the plan. 

“When I receive it I will 
have a meeting and on the 
basis of this meeting we 
will decide (when the clear- 
ance for oil sales can be 
given)” he told reporters. 

The procedure is for Mr. 
Ghali to give a one-page 
report to the council after 
which the deal can go ahead 
a minute past midnight. 
New York time, on the fol- 
lowing day. 

At U.N. headquarters, a 
group of oil experts or over- 
seers who first need to 
approve any contracts 
before Iraq can start ship- 
ping the oil. are returning to 
New York next week, an 
indication the deal was 
being readied. 

"We're still iffy on the 
timing.” U.N. spokes- 
woman Sylvana Foa said. 
“Obviously we are getting 
closer to the magic moment 
for the implementation of 
Resolution 986. But we 
cannot pinpoint with any 
accuracy when he will be 
able to transmit the final 
report to the council.” 

Iraqi Oil Minister General 


Amir Rasheed said oil 
exports would start 
Tuesday. But, U.N. officials 
downplayed the timing, 
noting the work schedule 
for the overseers was not 
settled and oil contracts can 
take up to 24 hours for 
review. 

Iraq and the United 
Nations signed the terms 
for the oil-for-food deal on 
May 20, but implementa- 
tion - has been a lengthy 
process, and was actually 
suspended in early 
September after Iraqi troop 
incursions into northern 
Kurdish regions of the 
country. 

However, all political 
obstacles were removed on 
Nov. 25. when Iraq dropped 
demands for control of key 
aspects for the monitoring 
the deal on the ground, and 
other details. 

Before invading Kuwait, 
Iraq exported more than 
three million barrels per 
day fbpd). Considering cur- 
rent world oil prices, Iraqi 
oil exports would amount to 
under 600.000 bpd, accord- 
ing to the oil deal plan. 

U.N. experts charged with 
monitoring exports of Iraqi 
oil under the U.N. oil-for- 
food deal arrived in 
Baghdad on Saturday, the 
official Iraqi agency (INA) 
said. 

Doable calories for Iraqis 

Iraqis will double caloric 
Iraqis will almost double 
their caloric- intake when 
Baghdad starts importing 
more food under a humani- 
tarian deal with the United 
Nations, according to a 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) official. 

Each Iraqi will receive 
2,030 calories a day instead 
of the current level of 1,200 
calories once the oil-for- 
food deal takes effect, the 
WFP official was quoted as 
saying in Saturday’s edi- 
tions of the A1 
Jumhouriyah newspaper. 

The United Nations esti- 
mated last year that four 
million Iraqis were living 
in a "precarious” state and 
between 20 per cent and 29 
per cent of children were 
underfed because of the 
U.N. sanctions imposed on 
Iraq since 1990. 

An Iraqi source told AFP 
that five government 
planned to double the 
quantity of some items 
under the ration system as 
well as introduce new 
products. 

The government provides 
monthly rations of rice, 
sugar, flour, oil and tea as 
well as soap and powdered 
milk tor infants. 

The first food and medi- 
cine shipments under the 
deal are expected to arrive 
two months after the first 
oil is exported. 




EXCAVATOR: People look at the shovel of an open-cast mining excavator 
in Schoeningen, near Braunschweig, Germany on Saturday. The excavator 
had to pass the road to move to a new coal area (Reuters photo) 


Peres says Europe and U.S. should 
coordinate policy on peace process 


PARIS l AFP) — Former 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres called on 
Saturday for coordinated 
policies by Europe. France 
and the United States to 
help keep the Middle East 
peace process going for- 
ward. 

“There must be in the 
diplomatic domain what 
was done in the economic 
domain,” Mr. Peres said 
after meeting French 
President Jacques Chirac 
for one hour. 

He was referring to suc- 
cess by donor countries to 
the Middle East in coordi- 
nating their policies. 

“It is unthinkable that you 
have someone who arrives 
from Europe in the morning 
suggesting compromises 
and then someone who 
arrives from the United 
States in the afternoon (sug- 
gesting something else)," 
Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres, leader of the 
opposition Labour Party, is 
on a private visit to France. 

According to Elysee 
spokeswoman Catherine 
Colonna, the meeting 
between Mr. Peres and Mr. 
Chirac centred primarily on 
the peace process with both 
men saying they were “wor- 
ried about the development 
of the situation.” 

The former Israeli premier 



Former Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres speaks to 
journalists after he met French President Jacques Chirac 
at the Elysee Palace on Saturday (Reuters photo) 


also discussed with the 
French head of state his pro- 
ject for a peace institute. ' 

After the talks he said that 
negotiations on the future of 
Hebron were now only 
blocked on “two or three 
points of totally technical 
character.” 

“I would expect the 
Palestinian side and the 
Israeli side to conclude the 
agreement and get rid of the 
Hebron problem, so we 
shall be able to continue 
with other issues of great 
importance that are await- 
ing” 

“Maybe there is an air of 
distrust which we have to 


get rid of. We cannot con- 
tinue with the peace process 
without changing the cli- 
mate. There is a need for an 
effort on the Palestinian 
side as well, not only on the 
Israeli side.” he added. 

Asked about bis insistence 
on pressing for a govern- 
ment of national uniiy. he 
said that it was the best 
solution for the future. “I 
think that next year could be 
the most important in the 
history of the Middle East. 

“Neither the Arabs nor we 
can wait four more years for 
the realisation of all the 
grand things which have 
been so far undertaken. 


France seeks help in Europe in hunt for bombers; 
rights groups urge not to make Arabs scapegoats 


PARIS iR ) — France has 
sought help from other 
European countries in the 
hunt for bombers who 
attacked a Paris commuter 
train on Tuesday, killing 
ihree people and injuring 
94. the interior ministry said 
on Saturday. 

But it refused to confirm 
or deny a French television 
report saying France had 
sent its neighbours a list of 
13 people suspected of 
involvement in the attack. 

“We indeed addressed a 
request for cooperation 
from German police as well 
as to police in other 
European countries." a 
ministry spokesman told 
Reuters. 

“This move is pan of the 
routine investigations and 
verifications that we have 
t initiated in the framework 
of this investigation.” he 
said. 

In Bonn. German police 
confirmed French authori- 


ties had asked them to help 
track down the bombers but 
added that they were not 
acrively searching for sus- 
pects. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Federal Office for Criminal 
Investigation in Wiesbaden 
confirmed a report in 
Saturday 's Bild newspaper 
which said French authori- 
ties had asked German 
police to be on alert as some 
of the suspects, thought to 
be Algerian, may have fled 
to Germany and others to 
Italy. 

French authorities have 
said in the past that they 
were uneasy about the activ- 
ities of Algerians in 
Belgium. Britain. Sweden 
and Germany. 

No one has claimed 
responsibility for Tuesday’s 
blast. 

The Algeria^ Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) 
claimed responsibility for a 
series of bomb attacks in 


France in 1995 in which 
eight people were killed and 
160 injured. 

French newspapers said 
investigators believed the 
bomb used in the Port RoyaJ 
attack may have weighed up 
to 20 kilogrammes. It was 
packed in a bulky gas canis- 
ter placed under a seat in a 
wheeled bag similar to 
those used by grocery shop- 
pers. 

Police were investigating 
the theft last last month 
from a petrol station in an 
area with a large Algerian 
immigrant population of 
around 40 gas canisters of 
the type used in the attack, 
newspaper said. 

They were also dubious 
about the authenticity of 
several telephone calls to 
radio Luxembourg claiming 
responsibility for the bomb- 
ing in the name of the GIA 
and saying other attacks 
would follow unless mili- 
tants arrested last year were 


freed, the papers said. 

Police said on Friday that 
an Algerian man carrying a 
false passport was detained 
at the northern French port 
of Calais on Thursday while 
trying to board a Channel 
fern' For Britain. 

But investigators conclud- 
ed after questioning that he 
had no link to the train 
bombing, sources close to 
the probe said. 

The man was to be ques- 
• tioned further in Paris, they 
added. 

The French human rights 
league has called on author- 
ities not to make France's 
three million Arabs scape- 
goats for the attack. 

It asked that police refrain 
from systematically treating 
Arabs as suspects and sin- 
gling them out in crowds for 
identity checks and body- 
searches. 


Turkish 
ruling party 
under probe 

ANKARA (AP) — 
Prosecutors are investigat- 
ing the activities of the rul- 
ing Islamic party lo see if 
they violate Turkey's laws 
against anti-secularism, 
news reports said Saturday. 
If officials of the Welfare 
Pany are found to be in 
violation, the party of 
Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan could be shut 
down. 

Ankara's state security 
prosecutor Nuh Mete 
Yuksel has sent the attor- 
ney general's office video 
tapes and transcripts of 
speeches by several 
Welfare Party officials 
pointing to their anti-secu- 
larist content, the daily 
Milliyet reported. 

It was not immediately 
clear if the attorney-gener- 
al's office would move to 
have the constitutional 
court take up the case. 


PNA demands 
U.S. and Russian 
pressure on Israel 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
The Palestinian cabinet on 
Saturday urged the United 
States and Russia to put 
pressure on the Israeli gov- 
ernment to reverse its settle- 
ment policy and to imple- 
ment signed accords. 

“We call on the United 
States and Russia, co-spon- 
sors of the peace process, to 
put pressure on Israel to 
implement accords already 
agreed and to put an end to 
its settlement policy in the 
Palestinian territories,” said 
a cabinet statement follow- 
ing a meeting in Gaza City 
late Friday. 

Higher Education 

Minister Han an Ashrawi 
added: “Only a change of 
heart by die Israeli govern- 
ment can lead to a relaunch- 
ing of the peace process. 
We refuse to modify 
accords already signed, 
which must be implement- 
ed in their entirety.” 

Dr. Ashrawi was referring 
to Israel's refusal to carry 
out its long-delayed mili- 
tary withdrawal from most 
of the West Bank town of 


Israeli soldier killed, several 
wounded in S. Lebanon 


TYRE (Agencies) — An 
Israeli soldier was killed 
and another two were 
wounded Saturday in an 
attack by guerrillas in the 
Israeli-occupied "security 
zone” in South Lebanon, 
security sources said. 

Six Lebanese civilians 
■were wounded in retaliatory 
Israeli shelling on a village 
outside the buffer zone, 
police sources said. 

The guerrillas detonated a 
bomb as an Israeli 
armoured patrol moved 
along a road leading to an 
Israeli position in the 
Beaufort Castle on the edge 
of the central sector of the 
buffer strip, the sources 
said. 

The fighters also fired a 
number of mortars at the 
Israeli patrol, they said, 
adding that one Israeli sol- 
dier was killed and another 
wounded. 

Hizbollah's military wing. 


Islamic Resistance, took 
credit for the attack in a 
statement released in 
Beirut. 

In retaliation. Israeli 
artillery pounded the Iqlim 
A1 Tuffah region and the 
Nabatiyeh area, clusters of 
villages and Hizbollah 
strongholds east of the 
southern city of Sidon. as 
well as the village of Kfar 
Tebnit on the edge of the 
"security zone ” 

Six Lebanese, including a 
60-year-old woman, a 71- 
year-old man and a teenag- 
er, were wounded when 
anti-personnel shells fell on 
the main square of Kfar 
Tebnit, the police said. 

The shelling came despite 
an April 26 accord which 
stipulated that Hizbollah 
and Israel should refrain 
from targetting civilians 
during their fighting in 
South Lebanon. 


Muasher visit to Israel not finalised yet 


(Continued from page 1) 

for further talks on 
Jordan ian-Iraqi trade and 
Iraq’s use of Aqaba port for 
its imports (see page 3). 

Dr.Muasher added that 
the council of ministers 
approved the recommenda- 
tions of the ministerial 
committee that will be fol- 
lowed by the government to 
gram special amnesty to a 


number of prisoners before 
being referred to his 
Majesty King Hussein for 
ratification. The recommen- 
dations provide for special 
amnesty for a number of 
prisoners except those who 
were charged with espi- 
onage, drug-trafficking, 
embezzlement. bribery, 
crimes, traffic fines, rob- 
bery, rape and kidnapping. 


Amman hosts exhibition of equipment 


(Continued from page 1.) 

$30,000 will be made on 
Monday and another will be 
made after the accounts of 
the event are finalised, he 
said. 

He noted that it was rare 
that the special Forces of any 
country assumes such a role 
in an exhibition in order to 
present itself and gain famil- 
iarity with advanced equip- 
ment as well as raise funds 
for itself rather than draw 
from the stale treasury. 

‘With the recent establish- 
ment of the Special 
Operations Command 
(SOC). HRH Prince 
Abdullah has managed to 
concentrate training and 
equipment for elements such 
as military, public safety, 
specialist police operations, 
intelligence and other agen- 
cies that require a rapid 
response to given situations 
under a unified command 
structure,” said the press 
release, 

“This has significant bene- 
fits in training, manpower, 
(he efficient use of 
resources, and, significantly, 
more efficient use of finan- 
cial resources,” it added. 

While no specific business 
deals are expected to be con- 
cluded during the event 
itself, as is the case with 
exhibitions of this nature, 
Mr. Winkley said the equip-’ 


mem and light weapons on 
display could attract wide 
interest from the various 
agencies and organisations 
expected to visit the display. 

Deals would involve actual 
performance displays and 
subsequent licensing by the 
concerned governments to 
sell the equipment to the 
potential buyer subject to 
general restrictions that gov- 
ern such sales. 

The organisers have also 
set up a small firing range 
for small weapons on the 
exhibition grounds. Testing 
facilities that require special 
arrangements will be worked 
out in close coordination 
with the Jordanian Armed 
Forces in response to specif- 
ic requests. 

The Amman event is the 
27th exhibition organised bv 
COPEX, which has been 
operating in the field for the 
past 14 years, according to 
Mr. Winkley. 

‘Tt is significant that an 
international famous exhibi- 
jjon such as COPEX should 
be in Jordan “said the orean- 

tsers press release, “ft hleh- 
lights Jordan's status on the 
international stage as 
viable convention and tourist 
destmauon and should 
encourage other organisers 
inK ™tional events Jo 
k&e a serious look at the 
country (and) its pote n ^ 
event resources” ^ 



Hebron, due to have taken 
place in March under 1995 

Oslo accords. 

Since taking office in 
June, rightwing Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has infuriated 
the Arab world by announc- 
ing a wave of expansion to 
existing Jewish settlements 
in the West Bank, Golan 
Heights and around 
Jerusalem. 

This week he promised to 
further develop settlements 
in the Jordan valley area of 
the West Bank, saying the 
area would remain part of 
Israel forever. 

Palestinian Finance 

Minister Mohammad 
Nashashibi said after the 
cabinet meeting: "We reject 
the pursuit of Israeli settle- 
ment in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories, and protest against 
Israel’s plan to annexe the 
Jordan valley.” 

The Israeli-Palestinian 
track of the peace process is 
locked in stalemate over the 
Hebron withdrawal, with 
each side blaming the other 
for the deadlock. 


Charles, Diana 
to visit S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 

prince Charles and his 

former wife. Princess 
Diana, are to pay separate 
visits to South Africa next 
year during which they will 
meet with President Nelson ‘ 
Mandela, the Johannesbmg' ' 
Star said. Diana's visit will 
be a private one and is 
being scheduled for the 
first half of the year, the 
report said, quoting 
unnamed government offi- 
cials. She will meet. 
Mandela and also pay a 
visit to her brother, Earl 
Spencer, who lives in Cape 
Town. The report said 
Prince Charles would pay a 
state visit to South Africa 
in the second half of the 
year, possibly November. 

■Miss Universe- 
held for scam 

STRASBOURG (AFP) — 

A 3 7 -y ear-old woman who 
passed herself off as an ex- 
Miss Universe to persuade 
people to donate to a scam 
charity was charged with 
fraud and impersonation, 
judicial officials said. The 
woman persuaded several 
donors to hand over some 
100,000 French francs 
(more than $ 20 , 000 ) in 
cash for a bogus charity — 
rest, hope and family, the 
officials added, but was 
caught when she attempted 
to cash a false cheque 
drawn on the account of the 
Strasbourg city authorities 
to the sum of 300.000 
francs. 

Guadalajara bans 
swearing at soccer 
referees 

GUADALAJARA, Mexico 
(R) — To the relief of 
kmg^suffering referees, 
soccer fans will be banned 
from swearing at soccer 
matches in Mexico’s sec- 
ond largest rity.Tbe 
Guadalajara city fathers, 
concerned about lewd 
insults by spectators, 
issued the ban on Thursday, 
officials said. Offenders 
will face stiff fines of 30 
days of the minimum 
wage, or about $ 100 , and 
36-hour jail sentences. The 
conservative, pro-church 
National Action Party, 
which has ruled 
Guadalajara for almost two 
years, has already forbid- ^ 
den foul language in mar- 
ket places and banned city 
employees from wearing 
mini-skirts. 

No mercy for meter- 
feeding grandmother 

CINCINNATI (R) — A 
judge declined to dismiss 
charges against a grand- • 
mother who was hauled off 
to jail for feeding 
strangers’ parking meters 
—7 her birthday and St 
Nicholas Day notwith- 
standing. Judge John West 
ot Cincinnati irranicipaJ 
court heard final arguments 
on the case and said he 
would issue a ruling on 
Dec. 20. The grandmother, 
Sylvia Stayton. has become * 
a minor celebrity since her 
arrest on Oct. 24 on 
charges of obstructing offi- 
cial business and disordedy 
conduct. She was jailed 
briefly after tossing" 15 
cents into two expired 
parking metres as a police 
officer, who told her to 
stop, was writing a ticket 
for one of the vehicles. 

Dentist had 
personal shoplifter 

ROSEVILLE, Minn esota 
(R) A well-to-do dentist 
2 nd his family have been 
charged with receiving - 
stolen goods after allegedly 
employing their own per- 
sonal shoplifter to- steal 
designer clothes and crys- 
tof* police said. Gregory 
Dick, a prominent 58-yeat- 
old dentist, his wife Judy, 

56, son James, 32, and 
daughter Stacy Zehran, 33, v 
were charged on Thursday 
with receiving more than 
$250,000 in stolen goods 
over the past few years that 
included Armani suits. 
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